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HOLY SPIRIT. 


W E come now 1 the application of. 
this Sovereign Teſt, the ſcourge. 
and confuſion of Impoſture. * | 
This Wiſdom from above, of which the WM q 
Apoſtle fo highly predicates, is, we fee, © i 
the ſame as wiſdom revealed iamediately 
from Heaven ; but, deſcending to Man,. 
Vor. II. 203 is. 
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150 A Diſtanrſa concerning 


is adap ted to the capacity of his Powers: 
So that heavenly and earthly wiſdom have 


this in common, to be COMMUNICABLE, 
that is, To BE UNDERSTOOD. When 


therefore we find a pretender to in- 


ſpiration, ſuch as IAcoB BEenmen, deli- 
vering to us, under the Character of 
the Wiſdom that is (from. above, a. heap 
of unmeaning, or, what amounts to the 
lame thing, - unintelligible werds, we 
can conceive no other of it than the jar- 
gon of the ſpirit of infatuation. Nor will 
the Apology of his illuminated Diſciple 
(8), in his book. called The Way to 


divine Knowledge, at all mend the mat- 


ter. When Jacob (fays he) like Elijah, 
c in his FI RET CHARIOT, 1s caught 
up into ſuch heights, and ſees and 
« relates ſuch things as I cannot yet com- 


= prehend, I love and reverence him for 


« being where 1 never was, and feeing 
. g d od cannot Ow me 


re 


(8) Mr. William Law, 5 


£& ſee; 


. 


«6 


hy tn > #5 


| a Holy Srixir. IT 


er ſee; juſt as 1 love and-reverence St. 
« Paul, &c (9).” 'The- compariſon, we 
ſee, is honourable z tho? not ſo oppoſite 
as one could wiſh : For here lies the dif- 
ference between Jaceb and Paul; The 
ee ar largely of what he knew 


(9) Thomas ts, DIVINE a oe yer Bug Ke. p. 88. 
—— Mr. John Weſley indeed, tho' no enemy to 
thefe ſuperb Vehicles, ſpeaks very diſreſpectfully 
of Jacob's firey Chariot, I can and muſt ſay 
« thus much of his Myfterium- magnum] and 
<< that with as full evidence, as I can ſay that two 


and two make four, it is moſt ſublime non- 


« ſenſe, inimitable bombaſt, fuſtian not to 2 
46 paralleled. Journal "Ky Sept. 3, 1741. 

« 08. 27, 1743 — Another writer, who had in 
beſt means of being well informed, aſſures us, 
that this firey Chariot, was not of Jewiſh but of 
German conſtruction, © Jac, Bohmius Sutor Gor- 
c licenſis — Hie cum natura ipſa proclivis eſſet 
« ad res abditas perveſtigandas, et Rob. Fluddli ac: 
« Roſæcrucianorum ſeita cognoviſſet, Theologiam, 
«© igne duce, imaginatione comite invenit; ipfis Py- 
tc thagoricis numeris et Heracliti notis 'obſcuran--.. 
« ita enim Chymieis imaginationibus et tanta ver- 
© borum confuſione et caligine omnia miſcet, ut ĩipſe 
« ſibi obſtrepere videatur. J. L. * Inſt, 
«- He 8 Eccl, ant. & recent. 


94 +: 


152 4 Dife urſe concerning 


his reader could not underſtand; and 
the 4poſtle, as of himſelf, tho” not 
of his Subject, more ſagely — a 4 
Senn ſilenee (10). 


- Having ſhewn this Wiſdom: to whok in its 
nature COMMUNTCABLEzy and ſo, cut off 
all the bold pretenſions of the Myſtics, we 
come to what St. James makes its firſt and 
eſſential quality ; ; the wiſdom from aboves, 
ſays he, #s Fiksr, PURE. wewror wh Gu 
ini. e. pure, whether Carnally or Spi- 
ritually underſtood. Now as Mr. W. Law 

begot Ma THODISsM (I), and Count Zin- 

Lendorf rocked the Cradle, it may not be 
improper, firſt of all, to examine their pre- 
tenſions · to this eſſential quality of n, 
* n 


(10) 4 appric 3 2 2 15 avdgwmy Nanioat 
2 Cor. xii. 4. (1) “Meeting with Mr. Law's 
cc Chriflian perfection and ſerious Call the light 
<« flowed in ſo mightily on my ſoul, that every 
ce thing appeared in a new View, &c. c.“ Journ. 
from Feb, 1. 1737-8, to * return # frow 12 8 715 
© 29. 
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“e been ſaid concerning their Marri, ze | 
« I know [faith the informer] a hundred times 
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As parity reſpects practice, the followers 
of the Count, the Morawians, give us 
little trouble. If we may credit the yet 
unconfuted relations both in Print and in 
MS, compoſed by their own Members, 
the Participants in their moſt ſacred and 
myſterious Rites, their practices in the oon- 
ſummation of marriage, art ſo houribly, 
ſo unſpeakably flagitious: (a), that his Neo: 
ple ſeems to have no more pretence to be 
put into the nuntber of Chriſtian Sects chan 
the TuxLurixs of the chixteenth Centurys - 
a vagabond crew of miſoreants, Who ram · 
bled over Italy, France and Germany, 
calling themſelves the Bombers and err 
of the free Spirit; Who, in ſpeculation, 
profeſſed that. ſpocies of Atheiſm, called 

(2) Mr. J. weftey, ma melanthvly atebwur, 


which, he ſays, he received of theſe Witches 
at. Bedford, inſerts the following particular.“ Mr. 


« Rimius has ſaid nothing to what. ug have 


© more than he has written. But the particulars 


are too ſhocking to relate. I believe: no ſuch 


things were ever prattiſedibefore, ao not amongſt 
© the moſt batbarous Henthem. Journ. from 


July no, 1750. to Oct. 28, 27954 p. 74+ 
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e Diſcourſe concerning 


_ Pantheiſm; and, in practice, pretended 
to be exempted from all the wines 61! nh 


of morality and religion. wt 
The BEHMENISsTSs, indeed, 7 not 


extended the FREEDOM of their Spirit 
thus far; yet the Leader of this ſect a- 
mongſt us, ' tho” manifeſting an exemplary 
abhorrence of all carnal impurity, has fallen 


into the loweſt dreggs of the Spiritual; and 

hath written a large diſcourſe to recom- 
mend Pax TRHEBISI, 'a Doctrine ſo much 
enobled by the Turkpins, of the thir- 
tury ; ſo learnedly explained by 
roaming inoſiſts, and fo politicly con- 
cealed by te Chineſe Virtuoſi: Which 
teaches, that there is but one univerſal 
Subſtance exiſting, of which, the Creature 


and Creator (if, after this, they are to be 
_ diſtinguiſhed) participate in common. 


'The general principles of this unhappy 


Philoſophy, the Reader may find in che | 


note below (3). 


(3) < It is the ſame impoſlibility for a bing to to 
„ to be created by no- 


« thing, It is no more a part or prerogative of 


God's omnipotence to create a. Being out of no- 
n make — without any 


But 


—— 


the HoLy SPIRIT, 155 
ed But next to this impurity of fanatic iy. 
dom which ſets Narva in the throne of 


ns 

. « one quality of Being, in it,----Every creature is 

10t «« nothing elſe than NA r ux put into a certain 

11. « form of exiſtence.” An appeal to all that doube 
er diſbelieve the truths of the Seel, abe . 

* M. A. 1742. p. 8. 

wy e That which thinks and wills in the oil, is 

len < that very ſame unbeginaing breath which thought” 

nd I © and willed in Ood, before it was breathed into 

m- « the form of a human ſoul; and therefore it is 


ch * that Will and Thought cannot be bounded.- The 
| © eſſences of the ſoul were a breath in Ged before 

« they became a living ſoul, they lived in God be- 
by fore they lived in the created ſoul 3 and therefore 
on- © the ſoul is a partaker of the eternity of God, and 
ich WM © can never ceaſe to be.“ P. 16. 
rial WM. „The 'creation of 4 ſoul” is the bringing the 
ure «* powers of thinking and willing out of their eter - 
be i nal ſtate in the ons God, into a beginning ſtate of 
« ſelf conſcious life, diſtinct from God, And this 
« is God's omnipotent creating ability, that he can 
PPY make the powers of his own nature become crea- 
the * tural, living perſonal'images of what he is in him- 
FE v ſelf, in a ftate of biertwer PERSONALITY from 
g to . 

« It is ao whe x frog Wks FRET WT Reg 
« tence to be able to annihilate a ſoul, than to be 
ne ee a fiction of 

N And to think it a leſſening of the 

1 Gon, 
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from Grace. ' It isa point we CET 
<< powar of God to ſay, that he canndt annihilate 


e tha ſoul, is. a6 abſurd as to ſay, that it is a leſſen 
ing of che light of the Sun, Nrw 


\ dark en it on ray o lizht.““ R. 117 5 


<< To ſuppoſe this or any other r ENIAIL World 
* toſhe made out of nothing, has all the ſame ab- 
7 ſurdities in ĩt as the ſuppoſing angels and ſpirits to 
* be; created. out o nothing. All the qualities of all 
4 Beinga axe - eternal. Alh qualities, properties, or 
6 whatever can be/affiemed of God, aredelf-exiftent 


„ and/acefiarilexiftent; Sf and neceſſary exif 


< eacpris nat 2 particular attribute of God; but id 

* the general nature of every thing that can bo af- 
« Gods: Allqualities- and preipertievcare 
4 ſelf-exifient in Ged. It follows undeniably that 
©© EVERY, AEN THING muſt. — | 


« P, 23. 34« - 
4; Rrogerly.avs e | 
<« © 61449. be. Tha begisning / of everything i» no» 
. * rhipg more than beginning to be in a-newfates 
* ---eNa quality.or:yower of nature then began to 


all eternity began then to be in a nao tt Ale 
— 28 fire, light, darkneſs, air, Water, and earth 
7 i. hems and can be nothing. elſe but. ſame 
f 27 . THINGS, BECQMA. Kroſs, finite, mea» 
2 vrable,. dizi ible, Lend For if there 


20 e Ir 


—— 


the HoLY SPIRIT. 157 


« 1,y INSIST UPON, (ſays Mr. J. Weſley 
« the pillar and ground of Meehodi/m) that 
e oxthodoxy or RIGHT - OPINION is, at 
< beſt, but a very ſlender part of Religion, 
« ir ANY PART or IT AT ALL-{(3).” 
Here we ſee RR ASO is, as it were, diſcarded 
from the ſervice of ReLrcion, and from 
its attendance on Graces : tho" one part 
of the office of the holy Spirit be 20 lead us 
into all truth. For when Reaſon is -no 
longer employed to diſtinguiſh between 
right and vr in Opinions, Religion 
hath no further connexion with it. And 
what occaſion for this it's ſervice when the 
diſtinction, we are told, is of ſo little 
conſequence? And yet ag fin to 
4 Reaſon from Reli gion, 7 will 


« could be a temporal fire that dd not ering oat of 
« eternal fire, then there might be time that did 
© not come out of eternity.” P. 114, 115. 

« Will any one now call theſe things qwobimfical 
bu * ſpeculation $7 Can any thing be thought of, more 

„ wokTHY of God, more CONFORMABLE to 
© Nature, or more CONSONANT to all revealed Re- 


 Jigion ?** P. 118. (4) Mr: J. Welley's Plain 


account &c. p. 4. 
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1 68 2 Diſcourſe concerning 


F Akt ENS, into ſuperſtition or fanati- 
.ciſm. But the piety of the firſt ages was of 
a different form : It was then the Slory of 
the Goſpel to be a reaſonable ferviee. 8 | By 
this quality.it was diſtinguiſhed from the 
various modes of Gentile Worſhip, which 
entirely conſiſted in the fanatic Raptures of 
their Prophets, and the Superſtitious Rites 
of their Prieſts. Articles of belief or a 
formula of Faith, they left to thoſe Inno- 
vators who had now pretended to bring in 
Reaſon for the regulation of Religion ; or- 
_thodax or right Opinion being (on the prin- 
ciples of theſe antient Maſters of the mob) 
at befl but a very Nender part of Religion, if 
any part of it at all. On the other hand, 
St. PauL conſidered right Opinion as a full 
third part at leaſt of Religion; where 
ſpeaking of the three great ſupports Which 
the Maſter- builder, the Hor v Serif, 
had provided for the Chriſtian- Church, 
he makes this, of rigbt apinion, to be one. 
De fruit f the Spirit (ſays he) is in al 
Goonpness and 'RiIGHETEOUSNESS . ard 
4 89 5 *FRUTH 


f 
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TRUTH (4). For by Godagſ (5) i is meant 
the conduct of Particulars to the Whole; 
and conſiſts in the exemplary habits of % 
cial virtue: And this refers to Cyr1sTIaN 
PRACTICE, By righteouſneſs (6) is meant 

the conduct of the Whole to Particulars; 
and conſiſts in that equal gentleneſs of 
Government, where Church - Authority is 
made to coincide with the private rights of 
Conſcience; and this refers to CRRISTIA&R 

DISCIPLINE... And, by Truth (7) is 
meant the conduct of the Whole and of 
Particulars to one another, mutually; and 
eonſiſts in Orthodoxy or right Opinion; and 
this refers to CRRISTIAN DocTRINE. So 
different an Idea had St. Paul of Cnnis- 
Tian REC ie Io from what this over 
zealous man hath been led to entertain of 
it. No leſs was the difference, which the 
firſt | Reformers from the errors of Popery, 


entertained of the Faith; who, for the 


fake of right opinion, occaſioned ſo many 


revolutions 1 in Civil as well as in, , religious 


© Eph. V. 9. 102 Aya. (6) Sbeae ui, 
(7) AN ⁰,e | 


* Syſtemz; 


160 A Diſcourſe concerning 
Syſtems; the perverſity of men turning, as 
it had before done, the meſſage of peace into 
a f (8). Now, how much had all theſe 
to anſwer for, if right opinion be at beft a ſſen- 
der part of Religion, if any part of it at all, 
Without doubt Mr. Weſley, by this decla« 
ration, has provided well for the fortune 
of his own Sect, amongſt all denominations. 
of Chriſtians. But What obligations the 
Church of England (of which he proſeſſes 
himſelf a member) has unto him for thus 
ſhortening the labours of the Popiſh miſ. 
fionaries he would do well to conſider. 
Such eſcapes as theſe, I ſuppoſe, they were, 
which occaſioned he reports of his preach- 
ing pepery to his Followers; a calumny of 

which he bitterly complains. And a calum- 
ny it ſurely is: To do him juſtice, I be- 
lieve he has as little regard to the intereſts 
of Popery as any of his hearers, and as 
much to his own : The truth ſeems to be 
this. He could not find a better mean of 
ſecuring the honour of his own pretenſions 
than by this extraordinary declaration. He 


es. WW Matt. x, 34- js 
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VE BETS, between. 3 gh ſome 


n 
another, the God of truth, (while truth wa. 
wy ng ed tk e whe 
ther.popiſh or proteſtant. Notbing chen | 
was left for thoſe. who had deſerted... N 


ture, hut .to' aſerilie . to ae 


3 Mr. Weſley, rather- thats a6 a 


ſhare with him in the glory of : divine com- 
munications, and expreſly vouches for, the 
Miracles wrought at the tomb of A, 
— Now this canceſſion could be n 

otherwiſe ſupported than by inculcating 
the notion, That errors in Paich have Id lit» 
de te dei Rebgina, neee 


00 Journ. from „e 1765-40 G0. 39 397 
1731. P. P. 73. | 
Pz barr 
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barr or impediment to the higheſt 
of the holy Spiri it. Eis the point (ars he). 

abt thiefly infit tipo, that Orthodixy or right 
opinion is at , but a very" Render part” of 
Riligion, if any fart of "it at all, Great 
reaſon likewiſe had he to 1x815T! on rue 
ronT, on another account, namely the 
: . ESror WE lg Grey Thats. bY 


8 fays he, I converſe with this 


the more I am amazed. - That 
eki erooghtn 
« feſt. And yet the main of them are not 
© able to give a national account of the plaine# 
_ ® ppinciples of Religion.” "Not is this obſer- 
vation cotifined tothe People: He had made 


#profelyte of Mr. D. vicar of B. And to 


ew he wag no diſeredit to his Maſter, he 
delivers kim to ay under this Character 


He ſeettied to ſta gger at nothing 3 cho a 


Get his wer Panding is not opened (te). 
Fe ten attempts at the eauſe of this ſtrange 
Phenomenon. It is plain, God begins. his 
Work at the Heart; Then the inſpiration, 
« of the higheſt givert underflanding (i). 
10) Pars. Mön July, 20, 15e. te O 2, 
27 54, N 11. (2) Journ. _ * 5s 1746. 


1 20, 1750. * 11. eee 
| 7 ol e 8 | 4 * 8 But 


* a - 4 
* 


great work is mani 
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Bot cho this ſolution. be in Scripture lan- 
guage, it is neither Scripture doctrine nor 
hiſtory. . In the fuſt propagation of Re- 
ligion, God began with the underſtand. 
ing; and rational conviction won the heart. 
When the holy Ghoſt fell on the Diſciples 
at the day of Pentecoſt, the devout men of 
every nation under heaven heard them ſpeak 
in their own tongues..---But what? Not 


the jargon. of fanaticiſm ; but the wonder- 


ful works of God, i. e. they heard them 
give a rational account of the various 


parts of God's religious Diſpenſations to 


Mankind. It was juſt the ſame on all o- 


ther occaſions : When the Spirit firſt fell 


upon believers, they Srophefied; that is, they 
explained the Scriptures of the Prophets. 


But the diſſenſions amongſt the Corinthians 


ſets this matter in the cleareft light, and 
ſhews that the firſt effect of inſpiration is 
to give underſtanding. Their under/flanding 
was ſo inlarged by all ſpiritual gifts, that 
the work not having been begun at the 
heart, they abuſed theſe advantages to the 
violation of Charity. But, for this diſcor- 
dancy, between js Miſhon and St. Paul's, 
WW PE 0 he 
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he has a falyo: He obſerves occaſtonally, 
in feveral places of his journal, that God 
zoo not only does a new work, but by new 
Ways, "This folation of our fpiritual Em- 
piric, will perhaps put the Reader in mind 
of the Quack in Moliere, who 
placed the liver on the left fide, and the 
heart on the right, and being told that the 
ſtructure of the parts way certainly other- 
wife, replied, Oui, cela &toit autre fois ainſi ; 
mais nos avons Change tout cela, & nous 
faiſons maintenant la medecine d'une me- 
thode toute nouvelle. —-But tho' he talks 
of the wnderflanding coming after, this is 
only to his babes of grace, who are to ex- 
ped it, as children do their play things, at 
latter lanmmas. This he has plainly enough 


inſineated in a parallel between the WORK 
carried on in England and in America. 


4 I now (ſays he) looked over Mr. Prince's 
4 Chriftian Hiftory. What an amazing 
«« difference is there in the manner wherein 
« God has carried on his work in England 
and in America! There, above an hun- 
t red of the eſtabliſhed Clergy, men of 

« age and experience, and of the greateſt 


« note for ſenſe and learning 1 in thoſe parts, 
are 


— 


FFII a7 5 K 


the Hol v S IRI. 165 
are zealouſly engaged in the werd. 
Here, almoſt the whole Body of the aged, 
« experienced and learned clergy are zea- 
« louſly engaged againſt it: And few, but 


a handfulof raw young men, engaged in 


« it; without name, learning, or emi- 
« nent ſenſe! And yet by that large num-. 
« ber of honourable men the «vor ſeldom 
« flouriſhed above ſix months at a time; 
« and then followed a lamentable and ge- 
« neral decay, before the next revival of 
it: Whereas that which God hath 
ce wrought by theſe deſpiſed inſtruments 
« hath contiaually increaſed for fifteen 
« years together (2). Now what is this 
but to tell us, chat the under /fanding has 
nothing, and will have nothing, to do in 
the worRK ? 


On the whole, therefore, ———_—_—_ 
That that Viſm which diveſts the Chriſ- 


| tian Faith of it's Truth, and the teſt of 


Truth, Regſon, and reſolves all into internal 
feelings, into ſpiritual myſticiim, and en- 


(2) Journ. from July 20, 17 30. to OR. 28, 
1754+ P. 43. 
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tatic raptures, inſtead of giving it the man- 


y ſupport of moral demonſtration, That this, 


J ſay, can never be the wiſdom which is from 
above, whoſe characteriſtic attribute is Purity, 
Thus, on a fair trial, theſe illuminated 
Doctors have, at their very firſt entrance, 
excluded themſelves from their high pre- 
tenſions : Principles like theſe always com- 
ing from Spiritual impurity; and often lead- 
ing, as we have ſeen, into the vey” 2 
of moral impurity. 

But now, had en ood fortith 
to find the matter otherwiſe ; and that the 
Wiſdom enquired after, had reſted upon 
that foundation on which ceheftial Wiſin 


muſt neceſſarily riſe, (and this it might 


well do, tho? it came not immediately from 
the Fountain head of Purity; as the 1. 
broken Cifterns of Holy Writ were am- 


Ply ſufficient to ſupply theſe living auer. 


our next buſineſs would be to proſecute 
the inquiry, and to apply the other apoſts- 
He marks to theſe pretending Sectaries. 
Of theſe marks the firſt only (which has 
been fo amply diſcuſs'd) namely purity, 


reſpects the Na run of the Wiſdom from 
above 


— 


a a as AQ wwd fi a® fwo ain A AS oa aw 
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above; or, in other words, the Da&rines 
taught. All the reſt, which follow, concern 


the Mannes of teaching, or the Conduct 
of the teachers. We are not therefore to 


ſtop ſhort in our enquiry, becauſe we may 


have found that the teſt of purity has an- 


ſwered to the touch: .tho' Mr. J. Weſley 
(who aſſures us that he preaches nothing 
but the doctrine of the Church of England) 


thinks this ſufficient to ſatisfy all reaſoning 


men concerning his condudt. I fmply 

* deſcribed (fays'be) the plain old Religion 
&« of the Churgh , England, which is naw 
c almoſt-every where: ſpoken againſt, un- 
4 der the name of MzTroDism (3). If 
ſure it, could mean neither an o/4 nor a 
ly the manner of ꝓrracbing either one or 
the other. And, of all men, Mr. Weſley 
ſhould beſt now the meaning of the term, 
ſinee it was not a nickname impeled on 
the ſet by it's enetnias, but an appellative 
-of honour beſtowed apon it, by themſely 28. 


(3) Journ. Gram Angalt 326 3768-1þo Vorgmher 
* 1739. P. 90. If 
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17 | Religion of the Church of "England; they 
1 could mean by marhodiſn, nothing but the 
1 manner of preaching it. Why then will 
179 | Mr. J. Weſley ſo groſly miſrepreſent his 
#1} Adverſaries as to ſay, that when they 
I | Heal againſt Methodiſm they ſpeak againſt 
— 64 the plain old doctrine of the Church of Exg- 
if land ? fince he himſelf has taught them to 
1 call -ethodi/m (and they might well have 
1 called it by a harder name) the manner, 
' r | 
| propagate this plain old Religion. " 
| © However, ftrip him of his prevarication | 
i and his ſophiſtry, and we find him | 
[| enough declaring, That the manner of | 
- preaching, ſo it be truth which is preach. Ml | 
ed, ought to give no offence. - And, to this | 
Purpoſe, he relates the following conver- 
ation : A ferious Clergyman deſired | 
« $6 know; In what point we differed 
e from the Church of England ? I anſwer. c 
4 ed, to the beſt of my knowledge, in none. . 
The Doctrines we preach are the Doc- N 


_ « trines of the Church of England. In- 
„ the fundamental doBtines of the 
11 1 Church 1 


the Nes Spiarr. 169 
Church, clearly laid down both in her 
Prayers, Articles, and Homilies (5). ll 
But the moſt holy things may bs do 
praved, in paſſing  thro* impure hands: 
_— that Truth, which inſpires wiſdom, 
and promotes Peace, may, then ſerve for 
nothing but to turn the heads and hearts 
of men otherwiſe rea ſonable and peaceable. 
Indeed, a fanatic manner of preachin g 
tho' it were the doctrine of an Apoſtle, may 
do more harm, to Society at leaft, than a 
modeſt revival-of old by tive hereſies, 
or, than the invention of new; fince it 
tends to bewilder the imaginations of ſome, 
to inflame the paſſons of others, and, in 
that late of things, to ſpread diſorder. and 
diſturbance throughout the whole Com- 
munity. What for inſtance, does FIELD- 
PREACAING imply, but a famine of the 
Word, occaſioned by a total neglect ih the - 
ſpiritual Paſtors appointed by Law? And 
what, can it produce, but ſtrong reſent- 
ments in behalf of the Minifters of Reli 
on, thus injuciouſly treaed ?. What ae 


(5) Journ. from Aut. 12 254. Nor. 25 
1739. P. 81. 
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the iflue of the 1 NEW "BIRT H, attended with 
thoſe infernal throws and frightfül Net 
tions ſo graphically Aeſeribed: in the Jour- 
nals of Mr. J. Weſley, but high ferment: 
in behalf of Religion it ſelf, thus — 564 
louſſy diſhonoured and traducedꝰ? 

The facred Writer, who ether "hd 
Teſt for the trial of theſe Men's ' preten: 
fions, was unqueſtionably in theſe ſenti- 
ments, that a fanatic Spirit did more miſ- 


chief in the mode of teaching than in the 


matter taught; ſince, of half a dozen marks 
recommended for this purpoſe, one "only i is 
applicable to the drin-; all the reſt” con- 
cern the manners of the Teacher. 1 


Nay, what is more, we have Mr. J. 
Weſley himſelf on our fide, where be 


tells us, that 17 is a point he ehiefly infifts 


upon that OnTruopoxy® or RIGHT Ori- 


NION ig at beſt, But a very ſlender part 
of Religion, if any part of it at all. The 
Operation of Religion an the heart there- 
fore, (which with him the fame as on 
the fancy, and manifeſts itſelf in corporeal 


"4 


_ 


agitations) is the principal point. But 
Por e this 


the Hor. v 8 IRI. I7Þ 
this altogether” reſolves-: itſelf _— . 
nanner of propagating the Faith. 


Vet ſtill it be may diſputed, Who't is it 
that becomes anſwerable for the diforders' 
occaſioned by this new made of propagating” 
Religion? Is it Mr. J. Weſley, or his- 
Adverſaries ? He, I make no queſtion, will. 
exculpate himſelf by the direction of St. 
Paul to Timothy 7 preach the avord in 
ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon. Which implies, he 
thinks, that the manner can never be n, 
or made chargeable with blame. 

But he infers more from the Text than 
it will bear; and miſapplies it, into the 
bargain. This direction relates to time on- 
ly, which is but one of the many circum 
ſtances attendin 8 on the manner of preaching, 
and that one, in which the abuſe is leaſt. 
material. The application (as we ſay) is 
no leſs faulty. The direction is confined 
to the ſtate of things then exiſting; when 
the ſuffering Church had ſo few opportu- 
nities to preach the word, chat all, whether 
feaſonable or unſeaſonabit, were, with reaſof 
to be laid hold on. When the Church was 
once eſtabliſned, and fixed,. and ſea ſomable 
ds | Q 2 times 
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(as every one may ſee) to fly to the wn{ee- 


cipline of that Church, of which the tranſ. 
greſſor profeſſed himſelf a member. To 
judge, therefore, of the integrity of Mr. 
J. Weſley's conduct, we muſt turn from the 2 
directions which St. Paul gives far bis 07, 8 
times, to thole Wh. St nos gixes far N 
all times,  __ 3 £ f: 

And this. leads us ** in em "Eoguiry u 
The wiſdom from above (ſays this Apoſtle) pe 
is firft pure, then PE ACEABLE.——T0 be N 
PEACE ABLE is a leading quality in it's is 


general Character. A Choir of Angels fe 
uſherect in the Advent of the Son 3 fe 
with peace, g oodewil] towards men (6). And 8D: hi 
He bimfel, on his departure from us, be: Wl it 
Jueathed it to ue, as his deareſt. legacy: Bil v 
Peace I leave with you, my peace iT. give : 
wato you (7). Now that which the FAT RA ” 
proclaimed, which the Sox beſtowed, muſt L 
needs be the office of the Holy Gros? 
to maintain. Whatever form of godiines, J. 
therefore, hath not this CharaQeriſtic mak * 


46} Lake. ii. 14. * Jebn ziv. 27. * 
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can never 1 1 deemed of _ 
realy extration. - | 

That the propa ae of a =—_ 
hath occaſi6ned many and great violations 
of peace, Mr. Weſley hath amply ſhewn ; 
in the jourhalary hiſtory. of his Adventures: 

But as in all-conteſts between party and 
party, the blame is mutually thrown upon 
one another, Before we come more di- 
realy to adjult the ſhare which may, be 
fairly nth upon. Methodijm, it may be 
uſeful previouſſy to inquire into that tem- 
per which makes for peace; for we may be 
reaſonably aſſured, that the fault lieth not 
in that quarter where ſuch 'a temper is 
found. Now our blefſed Redeemer, Who. 
ſo earneſtly recommends 517 peace to us, 
bath given us directions how to preſerye. : 
it— Be. e therefure wiſe (Henne, PRU-: 
DENT] as Soryents,and barmie/; as Doves (8). 

5 he W his Followers no pre- 

gardit regartihg Tife e 32 manners, Which 4: 


7 Matt. x. 16. 80 again, be is . Faith 
full and BE eee 7 14 Servant ? her 


Q3 7 


iv. 45 
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ext themoſt — mac 
cence, under the direction of »KUDENCE; as 
appears in his dextrous evaſions to captions 
gueſtions of the Jewiſh Leaders who wanted 
matter to inflame the people againſt him (g); 
(9) An inſtanee of this confurnmate prudence, ma. 
aged with divine addrefa; we baxe-in the following 
adventure recorded by St. Mark.---- There came 
*« to him the chief priefts and Seribes, and the 
oc Elbers, and ſay unto him, By what authority 
„ golt thou theſe things ? and who gave thee t his 
* auchority ? And Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto 
* them, Iwill alſo aſk of you one queſtion, and 
« anſwer me, and I vill tell you by.what zutbe- 
1 nity 1 do theſe things. The baptiſm. of John 
«« was it from Heaven, or of Men ? anſwer * 
4 And they reaſoned with themſel ves, fayi 
«« we ſhall ſay, From heaven ; he will fa . In 
c then du ye not believe him ? But if we thal 
„ ſay, Of men; they feared the People: For al 
mem copnted John that he wat z Prophet indeed, 
« And they anfwered and ſaid. ute Jeſus, We 
** cannot tell, And Jeſvs anſwering;. faith” unto 
a them, Neither do I tell you, by what authority 
«« 1 do theſe things.” C. xi. 27," & ſeq. 
A direct anſwer to this queſtion, a n ntly XY 
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Abe the sed neee Jews i 
to be kept ſecret, And yet, to evade the queſtion, 
in ſuch a manner as was ſufficient to ſatixfy Autho- 


rity, needed all that, divine prudence with which 
the Author of our Salvation was endowed, He 


therefore replies, © Firft anfwer me this queſtion 
« concerning John.” The queſtion war reafona- 
ble, conlidered/in_ the view of an argument. ad 50. 
nine ; it was reaſonable, from the foree it had in 
it ſelf : For if it ſhould appear, that that queſtion 
had not been determined in the caſe of John, it was 
evident from their own conduct, that the juriſdiction 
of the Sanhedrim was not violated by any man's 
declining to anſwer one of the fame import.. Fur - 
| ther, the queſtien wis reaſounble and proper in it 

ll. John, publicly'prafeliic böemſeid We forerunner 
of Jeſus 2 So that if it Mete neceſſarꝝ for the San» 
bedrim to come at the N f che general 


Cale, they ſhould have begun with John. This, the 
natural order of a udieial proceeding required. Nor 
would the Chief been backward be e 
{wer it, in either view. But here lay the difficulty ; © 
the People wrde of” one opiniva concerning 1 
the ganhedrim, of ahother.' "This embarras filenced * 
them.” Abd der Saviour s talking advantage of that 
circumſtance confifts the Gvine dexterity of his en- * 
emplary prudente. Notther ds Fell you (ſays he) by * 
84 | untimely 


= -_ 
—— — trace nine —ä — 


— — * 


B 2 — — — 


- — * - 
————— $ 2 Mg 122 


« a 4 A x 4 Do IE err ag — — 
4 8 . 1 * 5 — — * 
> 2 8 5 9 r b R — 2323 . 
0 N e — r — — — . 
N — : 28 . A 
1 . 


— 


nh Ede A 


— - 
—— —— 


— — _ 
— — 
—— 


— I — . 
way Aur —ñCꝗ 2 ri —ä—ʒĩͤ—— 
— 


225 


a a Re 3 „ 4 
r 
wig —— 


"0. — — — — 
r 9 Fo et © nh HUE 2 OP. 


— — —  ———C 

- . ) 1 
1 
— 


2% 7 3 1 
3 * 


„ 
— * 
we 7 


: il commotions, or have endangered his 


176 A Diſceirſe' concerning 


untimely promulgation of his Me/fab-Cha- 
nacter; which would either have occaſtoned 


life before he had compleated his miniſtry, 
And this prudence it was, which ſo forcibly 
ſtruck St. Paul, where he ſays, chat the 
bleſſed Jeſus abounded towards us in all 
wiſdam and PRUDENCE, (io), cool x 
pere. Which, as appears by what follows, 
the Apoſtle makes to conſiſt in his Maſ- 


ter's ſuiting and adapting the various Re- 
peculiar ſea- 


velations of his Will to the 
ſons and occaſions when the knowlege of 
it became uſeful to the furtherance of the 
Faith. Having (ays St. Faul) made known, 
unto: us the Myſtery; of his, will according iu 
his: good pleaſure, :awhichs be hath purpoſed in 
himſelf; that in the diſpenſation of the Ful. 

* of 4 times, 3. might l e in 


= 3 theſe g_ * * — * 
% Both on my; principles and on yaur own, a prey: 
cc vious, queſtion, is fixſt to be reſolyed, namely, 
« concerning the hoptifm ef Jobs. Wen you have. 
6. - anſwered. this, then comes my time to anſwer: 
c yours : But till then, you have no right- to ine. 
a ob * W (200 Eph. . 3. F 2 27 
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all things in Cbriſt, Sc. By which 

= Apoſtle ſeems principally to have in 
mind that obſcure and backward intimation,. 
which, for ſome time, kept hid from his dif- 
ciples this yſtery of bis will; the uſual title 
given by the ſacred Writers to the-calling 
in of the Gentiles into tlie 'Church of 
Chriſt, The prudence of which conduct is 
obvious. The Goſpel was to be offered firſt 
to the Jews. But their reception of it was 
ſo unkind,” that, had the Apoſtles: been at 
firſt acquainted With this Myfery, they had 
been tempted to turn to the Gentiles be- 
fore the miſſion to the Jews had been fairly 
compleated. When that was accompliſh- 
ed, dhe de take "blend; 6 

e to St. Peter. | 

On the whole, therefore, we Ga! tine 
the rzgaAcerUL CHARACTER is that, where 
INNOCENCE 18 UNDER THE DIRECTION 
or PRUDENCE. Emancipated from this di- 
rection, Iunocence becomes a prey both to 
it ſelf and to others; and is, either actively 


cord. 


or 3 * 8 ſource of Dif. 
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Let us ſee, now, the regard our new 
Miſſionaries refer ro pay to this precept and 
example of their Maſter. Human Pau- 
DENCE has, ſome how) or other, ſo highly 
offended, Mr. J. Weſley, that he ſcruples 
not to call it, the Mys TEXT O¹ IntqQuitY 
and the OPs PRIN oF HEII.— “ I believe 
«© (ſays he) it pleaſed God to bleſs the firſt 
„Sermon moſt; becauſe it gave moſt of- 

cc fence; being indeed an open defiance of 
« that myſtery. of Ini guiqy which the world 


„ calls Px UD REAR ().“ As he here in - 


forms us, who gave it that Name, one might 
be apt to ſuppoſe he meant the grauenc of 
the mjuſt Steward, which is indeed the 


vgſtery of Inihuity, did not he himſelf forbid 


us to underſtand it in that ſenſe, by fairly 


telling us that he meant, what the Forld 
calls Chriſtian prudence. And, as bad as. 


the Werld is, I think it never called the 
prudence of the unjuſt Steward by that 
name. . God- deliver me, and all 
« that ſeek him in ſincerity from What 
cc the World calls CHRISTIAN Tx u- 


[i) Journ. Si Feb, 1, 1737-8. to "bis n res 
turn from Germary, p. 12 
e © DENCE 


the HoLy SPIRIT. 1759 
« ENR ().“ And again, to a friend 
who approved not of his field-preaching, 
! fear that ring of Hell, world- 
« ly or myſtic 'PxUDENCE, hath drawn 
« you away from the ſimplicity of che Goſ⸗ 
« pel (3).“ -If his averiion to prudence be 
thus great, his. enmity to tho amongſt 
whom it 1s uſually found can ſcarce be 
thought leſs, from the hard words he gives 
Ha he ſpeaks of them. Mrs. 
% Baddiley (ys he) deſired me to go 
«to her Son, who had been out of order 
* for ome days. For year or two he was 
« a pattern to all the family, till he be 
«to conveiſe- more with G00D 'SoRT or 
6 MEN. He then grew cooler and cooler 
«. inthe ways of God; and in à few months 
F< quitted the Society (4). — It is abſo- 
tc jutely needful for ſuck a one as me to fol- 
« low the-wiſe adviſe of Mr. Herbert---- 
« And this bleſs God I can, in ſome mea 
Ki ſure, do, while I avoid ahat'vans/or AI 
Rxrioion, the Company of 600D'50wT 


1 Journ. from Aug. 12, 1738. to Nov. 1. 


1739. P. 13. (3) Ibid. p. 56, 57. (4) Jeurn, 
e Joly 20, 17 30. p. 317. 
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1 2 have a liking to, bat no 3 
cc Religion.“ Li. e. no extatic fetlings or 
the pains of the zew-birrh,. &c:) | But 

* theſe inſenſibly andermine- all my re. 
8 e . be. what little 
v 2 le £o bee hn 
to be. r 

And again, ſpeaking of one of his backs 
fliders, be ſays. =-—* but indulging himſelf 
in #arMigss Comrant he. firſt made 
ſhipmeck. of his ZfA and then of hi 
Firn (6). Ia this I think. he ĩs right 
The Zaal and the Faith of a anariC ar 


ſuch exact tallies to one another that I have 


no conception how either can exiſt alone: 
fave came into the world together to. dif 
turb Society and diſhonour Religion; and 
they .muſt g out together before che one 
an or the other its 45. 
nity. - t Bao) ifa 
On the whole, we-find,!.that Mu) 


(Journ. from | hi 12, 2738, to Nov. t. 


| 77355 p- 31. (6) Journ. from his embarking for 


Wen retumm 3 41. 
. deſtitate 


% 


46 
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2 1 
Sales of .thas temper ohich 3 
if therefore. his- e . 


peace: 
tended with cumoulta and dif 


ly, which the Foungers of our holy Reli- 
gion made eſſential to the ſucceſsful pro- 


- PRUDENCE, It is true, Mr, Weſley, as 
we have ſeen, . throws the whole fault. up- 
on the Devil; and this he may tioned 
to do in the ſenſe chat every paultry Con- 
vicd charges his pilfering and his Sabhath- 
breaking on the old Tempter. Bur if we 
ſeek for the more immediate canſe, we 
mall find wee Kees The ro- 
e eee 2 Its 


. 2 


ina Pause 


governs, GU 


65 with more ſobriety and truth, that 
needs no Devil to throw ĩt into confuſon. 
to tumult and diforder than for one who 


higien 


not but aſcribe it to che want- of that qua- | 


pagation of the Gaſpel I Peace, namely, 


m Namen bef. lies 


ing to keep the world in order. We may 
where ImyRxUDENCE takes the lead, there 
What, for inſtance, more ſtrongly tends 
Profeſſes to propagate only the plain old Ro- 
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| A Diſcourſe concerning 
on of the Church of England, to ſet at 
— its eſtabliſhed Diſcipline, by in- 

Fading che provis ': the 


it anfethabes 7 by peaking lf Dig- 
„e i Lear — the 


Sören a Paſtors of the national 


"Church? Infotericies of this nature provoke 
warm and ilſ-inftru&ed men to demand ju · 
"hs onthe oder Which not being at 
hand, (as che intereſts of Society will not, 
4 "the Magiſtrate: to: ĩnforte 
. 
vered wil tue pretences of Religion), Par- 
”ticulars are but too apt to ſeelc chat in 
4 tumultuary and criminal way, which 
All the providence of Government, and 
all the equity of Law, are but barely 
ſufficient to adjuſt, with ſuch diſcretion, 
8, that While the dignity of the State is 
err 
Nor will that- favaic Apaloey,. "which 

© Iniereinat band, be any excuſe for them in 
. the: commiſſion of their diſorders; name- 
u. That the violton of peace anon} 
ey fas ys 2 24 PEAT 15. 


. 
Cu ef mo ot 


ore 


in mdue places ; 
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LA 


FE 
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men | ſerves to advance the peace of 
Cod; our 'blefſed Maſter having himſelf 


declared, that Braves not come to ſend Peace 
ton earth,” but-a Sword.” Now the fame 


Spirit which diſpoſes them to apply to 
their own caſe all thoſe declarations con- 


cerning the firſt extraordinary ſtate of 
the Goſpel, hinders them from ſeeing, 
that theſe words of Jeſus reſpe& only 
the accidental and tranſient ſtruggle of the 
then expiring Powers of darkneſs ; but 


that the heavenly Proclamation of peace 


towards men, declares the genuine and 
conſtant fruits of God's good: will to his 
Creatures : that the f, only predicted the 
early fortunes of a ſuffering Church; and 
that the aber deſcribed the eſſential nature, 
the eternal genius, of an all- beneficent Reli- 
gion. But Enthuſiaſts, hurried on by the 
rapid fervours of an inflamed fancy, loſe 
fight of a Chriſtian land, and a believing 
Magiſtrate ;. and have nothing before their 
eyes but aCountry of Pagans — Idolaters, 
with the Princes of this world riſen up to 
ſuppreſs and perſecute the Mord of life. 
Under theſe deluſions, it is no wonder 


3 R 2 that 


"& 1 


Ji! 184 4 Diſceurſe concerning 
RA that they deſpiſe order, inſult Govern. 
ment, and ſet their Rulers at defiance. - | 
But PRAck is the cure of Fanaticiin. 
n is the bane of Peace, Sectaries 
muſt always kick or be kicked. They 
muſt themſelves. perſecute, or they muſt 
provoke perſecution. To live in this turbu- 
lent ſtate is living in their proper element. 
As every Libertin? aſpires to be on the 
laughing ſide, fo every Zealot would wil- 
lingly be on the per/ecuting. But Zealots,' 
as well as other Adventurers, muſt take 
their chance in this world, whatſoever 
Proviſion they have made for the other. 
We ſee MeTHoD15M, at preſent, under a 
well eſtabliſhed, - watchful government, 
where it is obliged to wear a leſs audaci- 
ous look. To know it's true character, 
and native diſpoſition, we ſhould ſee it in 
all it's fortunes. And this our own Coun- 
try, productive of very ſtrange things, hath 
given us ample means to contemplate. 
For They, who now go under the name of 
Mergontsrs, were, in the days of oor 
Fore-fathers, called Px ECISIANS; terms of 
ſimilar and almoſt equal import; and _ 
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* of their on deviſing, ſhew how much the 
fame ſpirit actuated them at all times. 


N The elder Mot bodiſin, on its firſt appear- 
* ance, put on the ſame fuffering exterior, 
ey | which we ſee the younger Brother wear at 


un preſent. During the firm adminiſtration 
of Elizabeth it diſguiſed, and but barely 
hs diſguiſed, it's native ferocity in a feigned 
fabmiſſion; ; after having invited perſecu- 
tion with the air of a perſecutor. Thoſe 
times, we may be fure, would not ſuffer 
it to wait long for what it wanted. And 
then, as a precious Metal, which had un- 
dergone its trial in the fire, and left all 
its droſs behind, the Sect, with great pro- 
priety, changed it's name, from Preci/iau 
to PurxITan. But in the weak and dif- 
trated times of Charles the Iſt, it ven- 
tured to throw off the maſk ; and, then, 
under the new name of IxDEPENDENT, 
became the chief Agent of all the dreadful 
diſorders which terminated that - unhappy: 
reign. - For INDEPENDENCY was a name 
as well ſuited to the weakneſs of that 
Government, which it defied and over- 
wats as Mg1#ropism is to the ſtrength 


195 A Diſcourſe:concerning 
of This, of which it ſtands in awe. Nor 
is chis Pedigree, which makes Met beolfa 
of the younger Houſe to 
invented, like heraldic fictions, to enable 
my Subject. Whoever reads the large ac- 
counts of the Spiritual Hate of the Regicidis 
while under condemnation (written and 
publiſhed, at that time, by their friends, to 
wake them paſs, with the People, for 
Saints and Martyrs) and compares them 
with the circumſtantial Journals of the Me 
hadifts, will ſind ſo exact a conformity in 
the frenzy of ſentiment, and even in the 
cant of expreſſion, upon the ſubjects of 
Faith, Grace, Redemption, Regeneration, 
Juſtiſication, &c. as may fully fat 
him, that they are both of the ſame Stock; 
and ready, on a return of the like ſeaſon, 
to produce the ſame fruits. All the dif- 
— which diſtance of times and variety 
of circumſtances have effected, being only 
this: The Methedift is now, an Apoffolic 
Independent; and the Independent was * 
Mabometan Methodift, — 

Indeed, it has been Mr. J. Weſley + mil: 
han, with every other requiſite of a ſkil- | 
6 "1 | ful 


., 
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ful Leader, to fall upon times very un- 
propitions to the fortunes of a new Sect. 


He found a Government whoſe equity 
abhorred Perſecution for Religion; and 


whoſe firmneſs, on the other hand, would 


not ſuffer its principles of Toleration to 
be abuſed, to the di ce of Society. 

Here was little room for the exertion of 
that quality by which a Sectary may be 
properly ſaid to exiſt, namely, Zz ar active 
or paſſive. He wanted to be perſecuted ; 

but Perſecution would not come at his 
call. Yet, it muſt be owned, he uſed every 
extraordinary method to provoke it: The 
time was paſt when it could be ſaid of this 
Demon, as of the leſs miſchievous ones of 
old, © Vocatus, aut non vocatus, audit. ” 
The advantages of perſecution to a new 
Set, Mr. J. Weſley is not at all ſhy in 


conſeſſing.— About one, I preached at 


« Holton, where likewiſe all is now calm; 
after a violent ſtorm of ſeveral weeks; 
„wherein many were beaten and wound- 
« ed, and outraged various ways; "bt 


« NONE: MOVED from their fleadfafineſs. 
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% many "who event a form, ' bring ' quite 


«© UNNERVED: Y nf Sunſhine (7). | 


It is the ſame conſcious. want which makes 


n 
with good“ We came to 


1 St. Ives before morning prayers, and 
« walked to Church without ſo much as 
« one. huzza. How ſtrangely has one 
1 year changed the ſcene in Cornwall 
« This is now a peaceable, nay honoura- 
« ble ſtation. They give us good words 
« in almoſt every place. What have 
#, ve jebure thas the werid ould be þ 
ce cuil to 1 (8)? 41 
e 
nothing. can pleaſe, when he is defeated. 
in a ſecret purpoſe, which he is aſhamed 
to own? He languiſhed, we fee, for good 
Wnor söο - SEVERITIES. Many (as 


AY ; he well expreſſes it) evarted a form, being 
quite, UNNBRVED by conftant Sunſoine. Io 


ſupply this want, which the Magiſtrate 0 
cruelly denied, he is forced to make the 
beſt of choſe mock perſecutions, the N 


18 Ps, Run Nov. 25. 15 to July 20 


1756. F. 88. (8) Journ, ibid. p. 31. 
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and 
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and Huzzas of the Mob. And ſo bloody 
always are his ideas, by a conſtant medita - 


tion on this ſubject, that, ſpeaking of the 
miſnomers of the Grand Jury of Cork; -in' 


their preſentment of his Brother, and half 


2 ſcore more itinerant Preachers, as va- 
grants and perſons of ill fame, &c. he thus 


expreſſes himſelf ——< the names (only 


« moſt of them miſerably mangled and mur-' 
«© dered) were deſigned for the names of 
“ eight Preachers, &c (9 ).. 

The future Martyrologiſt whom favou- 
rable Deſtiny has appointed to collect to- 


gether the Saints and Martyrs of this af- 


flicted Church, will, if he be wiſe, never 
ſuffer himſelf to be + miſled into a belief 
that this mangling and murdering can refer 
to names; or indeed to any thing elſe but 
to an Jiſb Maſſacre, charitably diſguiſed, 
by our meek Apoſtle, under a deformity, 


not to ſay; a figure of Speech. To give 


theſe Perſecurions all the relief in his power, 
he expatiates on every adventure with ſuch 
circumſtance, that there is hardly a turnip- 


(9) Journ, from: July 20, 1749. to OR. ze, 
1751. p. 4. 
top 
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top ever thrown at his ſacred pate, which has 
not had the honour of being recorded. But 
tobe dane ſor the ' fake of the Brethren. 
This ſmall pattance of perſecution, poor a 
it is, mult be turned to uſe, while time ſery. 
ed, left, like a flame of ſtraw, it ſhould go 
aut as ſoon as it was put into a blaze. He 
therefore. contrives to keep perſecution alive 
by projecuting his Perſecutors : And, to make 
his revenge the ſweeter, he does it on the 
toleration ar; the Law which did him ſo 
—_ much-miuſchief, in depriving him of a real 
perſectition This he notably turns againſt 
itſelf, and makes it an Inſtrument to 
ſupport and keep up a ſhadowy Per- 
8 * 223 n 0000 


"3A 


| Of this cone, and r 4 , etch 
of his contrivance, he has given us many 
eurious examples in his A poſtolic Jour- 
nals. Abundantly ſufficient to evince, 
that tho' he Who proſecutes, breaks the 
Peace, yet as he is but the tool and Inſtru-· 
ment, of him who invites and provokes 
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perſecution, the crime ſinaliy comes home 
to him who ſet the Rioter on work. 71 >; 
is, it's bib GENTLE AS RAST 10 BR 
INTREATED. That is, neither à rigid 
reprover of the indifferent maniers of 
others, nor obſtinately tenacious” of. it's 
own : but, as far as Truth and Honeſty 
will permit, compliant and even obſe- 
quious to all men. The great Apoſtle of 
the Gentiles fully approves his preten- 
ſions to this aid, in the account” he 
gives of his conduct, in becoming all thing 
to all Men that he might gain ſome (io. Fot 
the truth of which, he appeals to'thoſe who 
were beft acquainted wich his life and con- 
verſation. Butamongſtour modernApoſtles 
the Scene is fltifted. We find them ſevere 
condemners of thoſe innocent manners of 
their fellow citizens, which they themſelves 
have abſtaĩned from, on pretence of their be. 
ing leſs profitable and edifying; or, perhaps; 
obſtructive of that perfection which they 
pretend to aim at. rer Wer en ſevere 


„ 64 


Hin 


192 MA Diſcourſe concerning 
exaRtors * to * own ob- 
They tell as what we are : to expect. in 
* very appellation they aſſume. For 
Marnonisz implies a ſet of manners, 
ſquared out by the rule and compaſ;; 
and, when made a name of diſtinction, it 
declares thoſe. manners are to be ftriQly 
and - invariably obſerved, as the facred 
"badge of the Brotherhood. Hence Mr, |. 
Welley in a letter to the Church of God at 
Hernhuth in Upper Luſatia, having re- 

proved them for teaching, * that it does 
« imply. Liberty to conform to the world 

| „by talking on uſeleſs, if not trifling 
4 ſuhjects, by joining in worldly diver- 
4 fions, in order 1 de good,” They an- 
ſwer, We believe it much better to 
« diſcourſe out of the news paper, 
« than to chatter about holy things to 
% no. purpoſe.” To which he replies, 
„ Perhaps fo. But what is this to the 
« point? I believe both one and the other 

tc to be uſeleſs, and therefore Au 4aB0- 
*. NATION TO THE LORD (1). * No 
(1) Journ. from Nov. 125 1739 · to Sept. 3, 
174. 5. Rd bat 

W 
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what is this but | to evithland St. Paul to his © 
face; to condemn his conduct in the moſt 
uncivil manner, and, as che French ſay, 

Here. Nay he puſhed his Me- 


| r, as to come to a ſolemn 
reſolution, never to LAH; and, to 


himſelf againſt che approaches of this paltry 


infirmity,/aever ro ſpeak @ tittle of «worldly 
thing 1. And certainly, he who carries his 


Ae iability to this extreme, in in no dan- Wl | 
Jer of being EASILY INTREATED.” He i 


was now fit company only for the Devil; 
(with - whom, as we 2 ſeen, he had a 


great deal to tranſact) indeed not for him AW N 


er tilbthe moe ſociable Fiend had a 
little relaxed his muſcles: Forithe ſirſt trick 
Latan play 7ed him, after they grew acquaint- 
ed, was, as he himſelf tells us, to make him 
burſt out inito/an_immoderate fit! of Laugh- 
ker (z). But · he Was ready, to tar 11 
15 Pires for this frailty, 

His u rt des, by this 5 time, e 
10 gueſs dat: But he ſaves us the trouble. 


Lanig 20 SCI. 311 | cod f 10 Jig 258 


20 (2; See 7. 122.0 this Diſcourſe, ._ 
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F eus“ 


Ie underRand it fully, by the language 105 
in Which he paints his Oppoſers. f 

met with one of theſe in 2 violent ſtorm 
at Sea. Vet the common danger of. this 
dreadful hour, could not abate the more 
violent tempeſt in his mind — * For who 
| 5 «ſhould be chere (ſays be) but the famous 
© Mr. Grof Carnorvanfhire, A clum- 
« yo overgrown, hardfaced man; whoſe 
countenance I could only compare to 
e chat 8 thirty 

- <<, yrars ago) of one of the Ruffians, in Mac- 


* Egham, where Mn. preached 
one of the moſt miſetable ſermons 'I 


«1 complimented. with the idle. of falſ 


he, faluted, as uſual, ich a Huzza, and 

<< x ſew ones or pieces 
Juppole,, with ſtones as ſoft as dirt. Yet, 
for want of a better, he has dignified eren 


1118 3757. p. 31. (5) Join. from Sept, 3, 1741+ 
WIE: * OR 27, 2743. p. 88. 


beth (I (walked over (fes he) 


meyer heard : Stuff d ſo full of dull, 
*:{niſelels, "improbable lies of thoſe: he 
ophets(5 }/y-—=**At-St. Ives we were 


of dirt; that is, I 


ne | 8 * 93G 2 N 
fr {4} — from Jaly 40, 1749 to Oct. 30 


this 
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eigene re ofa Lec ien. The 
« Perſeeutiqn. berg (ſays. h $164 owing, in 
« great, meaſure, to. the jndefaty able 1a. 
our ef Mr. Hobliy and. Mr. Simmons: 
« Gentlemen worthy to be had in everlaſt. 
« ing remembrance. for their WEATrlec 
66 l to deſtroy I Hereſy. 9 


komma ambo.!. Siquid wen Paging 
$f. palſit,}:-{2 
* « Null dies unguam memori vos 6 
2 imet ivo. Ctr ud 4 
Here he tells us, without diſguiſe 1 
it is his proſeſſed purpoſe to gibbet up the 
Names of his two Perſecutors to evexlaſting 
Infamy. While, by the: moſt unregenerate 
malice in the world, he dips his curſes in 
the galb of irony, and, that they: may 
frike the deeper, fletches. t them rn 
pang claſſical parody. nn 
Vet his is the man wha ſays, God 
<4-forbid that I ſhould RAI, at a Turk, 
*< 'Infide}/ or Heretic. T'would-point out 
9 their Errors, and, I truſt; ATTEND 


£ 134 ” a! 5 x 11 


(0 Pliny from 6 Oct. 17, ma: to Nor, 17, 
3746. p- tv" * IS * 24 
. 8. 2 1 « ap 
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or Mezexngss(7).” vea, this Srixrr 
was fo ſtrong in bin, that he bleſſes God 
for his hopes in direfling all temptationi 
to fall on this fide ; Which, tho* it may be 
called his blind fide; (as he always winks at 
his injuries ; ſometimes, indeed, to take 
the better aim) he aſſures us, is not his 
 aveak fide--- cannot but ſtand amazed 
at the goodneſs of God. Others are 
<< moſt aſſaulted on the'aveat fide of their 
«© Soul. But with me it is quite otherwiſe. 
If I have any ftrength at all, 17 1s in 
« FORGIVING INJURIES. And on this 
very ſide am I aſſaulted more frequent- 
ly chan any other (8).“ By which, with 
uncommon modeſty, he would inſinuate 
that tho his pe+/ecutions. abound, yet his for- 
gi vengſi, in the Spirit of meckneſs does much 
more abound, 
St. Paul and St. James may be reconcil- 
ed. But he is a bold man who will under- 
take to reconcile St. Paul and Mr. Weſley. 
The Reader, perhaps, will be better em- 
ployedi in turning his attention to ancient 
(6) Journ. from Nov. 1, 1730. to Sept. 3 
1741, P. 112. (8) Journ, from July, 20, 1750. 
to OR, 28, 17 54. p. 29 · 


and 


under the 
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and modern SAN renrb, at -farge : Where, 
in a general view, he will ſee God's grace | 
in the Firſt, and, in the Second, Man's 
nature  ſeverally aſſerting their Rights 


throughout the whole progreſs. The ge- 


nial Spirit of God could breathe nothing 


but Gentlenefs and egſ to be intreated. 'Fhe 


peſtilent heat of Enthuſiaſm could produce 
nothing but rigour and ohſtinacy. For 
thin, being a mers inflammation of the 
Mind, raiſes a tumour, whoſe ſymptoms | 
are an unyielding ſtiffneſs, and impatience 
probe. {iT be; Heaven; ſtruck 
Heart is affectad like the purer metals, 
whicheafalyfoften, and ſpeedily run at the 
touch of the etherial Ray. But the Fanatic 
Spirit, ſelf. heated by his qwn firey nature, 
retains the property of his congenial Earth, 
which: _ * ee eee 
as it burns. k 
To proceed. St, Ja in his m 
of celeſtial Mi ſam, advances from grace 
to grace. It is peactable: This is it's 
loweſt quality. It is Ceatle and Eaſy to be 
intreated: This is a further advance in it's 
eee ar u e e the not 
eee ant vo, giving 
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giving diſturbance. or offence to. our. Bro- 


ther; but the ſecond declares a readineſs to 


conſult his eaſe and ſatisfaction. The 
Apoſtle's next recommendation of this 
wiſdom riſes ſtill higher: It is, he fays, 
FULL or Micr anD Ob FRUITS, 
It would have beena poor account of the 
Miſdom from above, that it amounted only 
to an obſequious gentleneſs of Manners: 

A diſpoſition of heart little more than the 


' ſhadow' or out-line of Benevolence; that 


harmony of the affections, which the 


Chriſtian Faich calls CuariTyY.; : and 


which the Apoſtle, © by a beautiful pe- 
riphrafis, terms, the eng full of 2 
and good fruits. 


III. Let us ans ian into dbe nunker 
and OO raus of modern illumination. 


The mercy of the Sufferer is forgivene/:; 


The mere of the Inflicter i is forbearance. 


Of Mr. Weſley's forgiveneſi under ſuffer- 
ings, we have ſeen many examples in the 
Language he gives his Oppoſers, who paſs 
with him under no other title than that of the 
Devils derwants and theDevil's Children. Of 


lis Aar hearance, when cympleatly armed _ 


"= %PF 


JJ. —[ ů 


” 
Fi 
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ein 45 


the Vengeance of Heaven, we het | ſeen 1 


many more, in his diſp patching the "Prin. he, 
cipal of cheſe Cil#es 85 Devil wit 


out mercy, to their Father, For W 


ſure mark of the hypocondriac ſpirit under 


a fanatic ferment, i is the readineſs to dif. 
penſe, and_ the ralhnels to fling about, 


the exterminativg Judgments of God 


And when an Enthuſiaſt often call dun 


fre froni Heaven, tlie leaſt of bis coflcert 
is his being heard. So that every y Uilifter, 


befalling his Oppoſers, is 8 by 


bim as God's owning the cauſt,and he would 


1 


eſteem. it ingratitude to His N .tq 
ive it any other name than, at of a 


JUDGMENT; Juſt ; as Witches, when a mil. 
chief happens to thoſe. whom they have of. 
ten curſed, aſcribe it to che Avenger of their 


quarrels, their truſty Coadjutor | the Devil. 


For under the agitations of wrath and re- 


venge, che fraits 4 this Spirit are much 
the ſame, whether Heaven or Hell be called 


to their aſſiſtance. "But i. it would be greatly 


for the credit of theſe new Saints to 
diſtinguiſh between RaGE and 2 A) 
Were they not too proud to learn, or too 
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200 4 2 4 5 con ning 
perfect ta im rove, ele would 
nene them In ine 25 nation.” "He, in 
his ZE at againſt impiety, lays, xs Bate them; 
O G ad! that hate thee : . i count them mint 
Enemies 692 The conſequence of which 
Mas, he avoided - their Ways. Tux, 
in their / rage agsinſt oppoſiti tion cry out at 
TE ; bats} ther that hate me; 3 » T hou 127 


gen thine enemies: le conſegyenge of 9055 | 


, to. doom them to perdition. 
e rea 22. 


1 8 of this matter N and Xx 1 that does not 
tice, tary. again to Mr. 
"ie © Wedneſday 15. Cat to 
Rl at the ' repeated req 
& K? who had been nub there abo 
0 % years, irs. This was the Perſon, wh 
& while We was, ſpeaking againſt my Bro- 
40 El and 3 me, to the Society at Kipgf- 
| ood, was in 4 moment Prruck raving 
ma. 7 it ſeextis, God is al Tength m- 
« i for him, and has rel ored 
im to u ſound mind (>). Again'* One 


«F.--n H. n weaßel zealous fe for us 


65 Pfal, I 21, 22, 5 (a) qui, "from 
Okt. 27, 7 7 * Move” 7 1746. 35 
2 — 1 Tha _ » 21: 8. hurch 


c 


+ a, 4 
+ Þ 34 % 
5351124 


W eſley“ 5 
theft of "Mr: | 
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60 Mn; 3 . Piſtenters of every 
6 denomination---— e laboured much tg 
* CONVINGE his acquaintancet! at the » frange 
6 fits, into which Profile + at, the 8 octetzes fell, 
% was 2 deluſion of the Devil. . Wes were 
a going home when one met us in the 
« ſtreet, and informed us, That J- n H.-n 
« was fallen ra vi mad. Between one 
« and two I came in and found him on 
i the. floor, the room being full of people, 
„whom his wife would bave kept out, 
„but he cried aloud, No, let the world 
„ ſee the 2 Judgment of. Gas. Two or 
three men were holding kim as well 
« as they could, . He immediately fi fixed his 
« eyes, upon me, and fretching: out his 
2 hands cried, Oh ' this i 15 he who, 1 1. 
. was a depeiver of the, People... 
« (rod has — th me 3). 5 And 7 1 50 
«I Was informed of an a providence, 
« A. poor wretch who. - WAS , here, dhe laſt 
„week curſing, blaſpheming, and;Jabours 
4 ing with all his might to hinder the 
* avord .of God, had afterwards, hoaſted 
(30 Journ. 2 Augalt 12, 4738: to November 
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to many, that he would come a ain on 
« Sunday, and nd man Nokia" op bis 
4 mouth, they,” But 0 on Friday G, laid 
be bis hand upon kim, and on Sende he 
be: was burked (4). T faw'a poor inan; Tore 

* joined wwith us, ) who wanted nothing in 
« this world, but the peace the world 
cannot give. A day or two "before, 
4 He. banged bipifetf, but Was Cut Ach 


6 before he was dead. He Has b en 


a ing out ever ſince, Cod bag teff 155 


x becauſe he had left the Chitin of God 


But he is fuexorable to all who : 6 2 
lize.. buried the body of Lucy God 
T ſhall-.--after preſſing toward "the mark 


* for more. than two years -'She Became 


* 5 


10 40 weary and Faint. £ put Ber c 2 t 
ce Band, -God ble ſſed this to her tout?” 
a0 But how--.She fell down bn her knees, 
« and delivered up her foul and body into 
« the hands of God, In the inftant the 
o uſe of all her limbs was taken | away, 


8 * and ſhe was in Aa a burning rr 


| 1% ga 
16 N Ne. EY 1949. to Sept. 35 194). 

J. 59, 69-., (5) Journ. from og. 275 17437 

10 Nov. 17. 1946. P. 9. * 


1 Ame 
G1 * 


PRES 


STS N SH r. 


"cried out on Na- WA in Nur be 5 
„Was in "light---"clofed. her eyes and 


» Wc ande behaved With a great bitiernc/, 


ba gent for me favetal times, faying he 
er could nat die in; peace till he had ſeen 
* -©E me. We wreſtled with. God i in his be- 


Their cooD f˙ ufs come next to be 


he means 25 Grace u doing muth 


Vet St. aus talks another Jang wage. 


"34173 3 


(6) Journ. from gt; 2 3, 78 to Oct. 27, 1743. 


; . 71. (7). Journ. Jþids, p. 5. (8), Journ. from 
eried Nov. 1. 1739, to t. 35 1741, p. Il, 


therlsf | 


died (6).”%-- I was preſſed to viſit Nicho- | 
: Wh < las Palmers. one who had Heparnted fm 


4 *itll Dod laid his: band upon kim. Hie 


4 half. - His ſoul was comforted.; and a 
few hours after quietly: fell aſſeep 8 : 


conſidered. Mr ]:Wefley's idea of true Re 

gion doth not promiſe much. Hef ſaith, 
It doth not conſiſt in any or all theſe 
three things, the wing harmleſs,---"ufiug 


good. A man, he ſays, may do all this, 
«and yet have 0 ine Religion atall (8). 


Pure Religion (and, 'Fſappole, pure and True ; | 
differ only in found] 4 undefiled before = 
C and the Father, in th this, ö the fre 
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A Diſcourſe concerning 


derlei and duidoaus in their aſfliction, aul 


0 Co himfelf peer from the World (9) 


Now, what is wi/iting the fatherleſs ail 
EN but ehe doing much good And what 
is Rerping one's ſelf enrtet fur the eworll, 
but ging the! nam of Grace A In whit 
a fearful taking then, muſt Mr. Weſley 
Zealots be, ne miſled by the Bible, 
have ſo long miſtaken true Religion ? Te 
"leaft it will do is to drive them to 4. 
air. But this is the very ſtate in which 
their maſter: delights to take them up 
And his aſſurande, that true Religin 
conſiſtsl in Cod davelling | aud | reignin 
u the Seu (10) ſoon makes way fo 
2 happier madneſs: The Jaws of Hel 

begin to cloſe, che Gates of Heaven u 
open. But what the oyer laboured im: 
'"gigation. ſuffered, + during the courſe d 
| «this; operation, requires the hand of 1 
. .Mafler to deſeribe. I ſhail give it therefor 
in Mr. J. Weſſey's own words: and n 
theſe his e cures, (which he repom 
with the exaKneſs of an Hippocrates ord 
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60 4 rel, 27 (10) f. 5 th 
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Sidenham) are all the coop rrviTs he 
pretends to boaſt of, he will not be diſ- 
pleaſed” to have a few of the choiceſt of 
them ſet in a fair light 

The condition of his Audience; on his 
firſt operation upon them, is thus graphi- 
cally: deſcribed. ] preached in an open 
« place, two or three miles from New- 
« caſtle. The wind was high and ex · 

« tremely ſharp: but I ſaw none po 
away till I went. Yet I obſerved none 


T ſeemed to be much convinced: only 


« 5TUNN'D, ASIF CUT IN THE HEA DP (H).“ 
This was in order. They were firſt to be 

funn'd; Reaſon was to be extinguiſhed 
before he could ſet fire to their Imagi- 

nations. But he brings them to their 
ſenſes with a vengeance. I felt the 
« fire of Hell already kindled in my breaſt 
© (ſays one) and all my body was in as 
* much pain as if I had been in a burning 
© firey furnace (2).“ “ I was interrupt · 
ed (fays he) . eries of one who 
nenne One of thoſe I 


() Journ, from Sept. 3, 1741, to Oct. 27, 
1743» P. 83. (2) ib. p. 83. 
T ſuppoſe 
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And having now got poſſeſſion both of the 
bead and heart, the game begins. Another 
e perſon drop'd down--- à little boy near 
* him was ſeized in the ſame manner. 
« A young man who; ſtood: behind, ſi ed 
e his eyes on him, and ſunk. down him- 
« ſelf as one dead. But ſoon began to 
<« roar out and beat himſelf on the ground, 
s fo that fix men could ſcarcely hold him. 
„Mean while many others began to cry 
out to the Saviour of all, that he won, 
* come and help them, inſomuch that all 
te the houſe and indeed all the ſtreet fot 


| 5 ſome ſpace, was i m an uproar — 4 WAS call. 


« ed after ſupper to one who feeling in her 
« ſelf ſuch a Conviction as ſhe hag. never 


« known before, had run qut of the So- 
« ciety in all haſte that ſte might rat expuſe 


et her ſtill, & c „Thiz fear, of cab 
herſelf Me. I. ehen, we, er, * 
amiſs. . 'He expreſſes, ſme, with 


m7 Journ, "LR Aug, 12, 2738, 0 to Kor, 1. 
17392 P. $9, 41. K ; een 9 
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reſentment but mote contempt of Her deli 
cacy. \ Yet it ſectms hard that he would 
not ſuffer the young Woman to under- 
ſtand the nature of Ber on feelings, and 
conſequently to be the beſt judge of the 
danger ſhe was in, of expofing herſelf.-- -- 
Forty or Fifty of thoſe who were ſeek- 
„ing ſalvation deſired leave to ſpend the 
night together in the ſociety room. Be- 
* fore ten, I left them and laid down.“ 
For our Enginter had ſo amply provided 
them with combuſtibles, and © fitly laid 
his train, that he knew they Would take 
fire of themſelves. He was not difap- 
pointed. Between two and three in the 
„morning he was awaked, and deſired to 
* come down ſtairs. I immediately (ſays. 
« he) heard ſuch a confuſed noiſe, as if a 
« number of men were all putting to the 
hy Sword, Tt increaſed, when I came into 
« the room, and began to pray, &c (6) 
« Thence I went to a poor woman who 
« had been long in 4 pair. I was glad to 5 
« * meet with Mrs. R. there; the perſon 


(6) Journ. fronk Nov. 1. 1739. to Sept. Js 


"797" P. 51, 52. 
2 c mentioned 
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mentioned in Mr. Whitefield's: Jour- 
nal, who. after three years ; madneſs (30 
4 CALL ED) was ſo deeply convinced of din 
% &c. (7) Another of Dr.Monro's pati- 
i ents came to deſire my advice; I found no 
« reaſon to believe ſhe had been other - wiſe 
nad than every one is who is deeply 
convinced of Sin (8). A middle aged 


1 
40 woman deſired me to return thanks for * 
« her to God; who, as many witneſſes 40 
then preſent teſtified, was a day or two « 


<« before really diſtracted, and, as ſuch, 
< tied down in her bed. But upon prayer 
« made for her, ſhe was inſtantly relieved 
« and reſtored to a ſound mind 60.— — 

40 could not but be under Jome concern with 


6c regard to one or two perſons, who were « 
c tormented in an unaccountable manner, 


e and ſeemed to be indeed Lanatics, as 
e well as ſore vexed (10).” Here, for the 
firſt time, Humanity ſeems to have re- 
covered a little of it's rights, amidſt theſe 
ſcenes of horrour. Mr. J. WesLEY himſelf 

confeſſes, ' be could not but be under ſome con · 

(7) Journ, from Aug. 12, 1738. to Nov. 1. 


1739, p. 80. (8) Ibid. p. 8 3. (9) Ibid. p. 4+ 
(10) Ibid, p. 88. 


ceru. 
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' But invigorated by the new » birth he 


205 ſhakes off the old man's ſlough, human 


pity, and makes a joke even of the very Lu- 
nacy, he had prete:ded to lament. Ww or 
« three who were at the Devanden (a high 
« hill two or three miles from Chepſtow): 
are gone quite diſtracted, i. e. they mourn 
« and refuſe to be comforted till they have 
Redemption & (1). I deſired one who 
had ſeen affliction herſelf to go and 
« viſit Mrs. G in Bed/am (put there 
53 by her huſband as a mad woman) where. 
« jt pleafed God greatly to knit their hearts 
together, and with his comforts, to re- 


4 freſh their fouls (2). » Amongtt 


the hearers was. one, who ſometime 
« before had been deeply convinced of her- 
> ungodlineſs, inſomuch that ſhe cried out 
« day and night, Lord ſeve.or I periſb. All. 
« the neighbours agreeing that ſhe Was“ 
fark mad, her d put her into a 
« Phyſician's hands, . who | blooded her. 
largely and laid on ſeveral bliſters. | But. 
all this proving without ſucceſs ſhe. was: 
(1) Ibid, p. go, (2) Journ. from Nov. Io. 
829, to Sept. 3. 1741. P. 54. 
* 


Kn. 
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« in a ſhort time judged to be incure- 
« be, When Mrs. Johnſon came, ſhe. 
«© ſoon ſaw the nature of the diſeaſe, having 
* herfelt gone 7hro' the ſame. She ordered 
all the medicines to be thrown away, 
and exhorted the Patient to le un 
« Feſws (3). 

And with chis ſpiritual motif he is 0 
enamoured, that he calls it, when at it's 
height, a glorious time. I preached at 


« Weaver's Hall. Ir was a 6LoroUs: 
«© ME. Several drop 'd to the ground, 


* as if ſtruck with 5 &c. &c (4).” 
And where this is wanting, tho' every. 
thing elfe Le to his wiſh, he is Þ. diflatis- 
feed, that it is as much as ever his ſubmiſ- 
fion to the divine Will can obtain, to lt. 
God d as feemeth him good. | faw none 
* of that TRtVUMPH or FAITH, which has, 
been ſo eo, in other places. But 

«« the Believers go on calm and fteady.--- 
6s Let God do as ſeemeth him. . good (s)-* ; 


6) Journ, PER Sept, 35 1741. to Ock. . 
743: P-5Þ (4) * ibid. p. 27. G Journ, | 


id. p. * . 
* But 4 
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4. But though Mr. J. Weſley does o 
W well in this new trade of 1 fools, 
g into mad. nen, yet his Crafes-Malter i is 
ed certainly one Mr. Wh--y, of whom the for- 
ys mer gives this extraordinary account. * A 
110 « poor woman gave me an account of what 

A NY think ought never to be forgotten. - 
ſo — Traly, I think ſo too — It was | 
ON « four years, ſhe ſaid, fince her Son Peter. 
at « Shaw, then nineteen or twenty years old, 
Wy „by hearing a Sermon of Mr Why fell 
d, © into great uneaſineſ She thoug br be 
„ « was ill, and would have ſent for 3 a Phy- 
17 « ſician. But he ſaid No, no, ſend 
Mr. Wh--y. He was ſent for, and came 
1 « and, after aſking a few queſtions, told 
595 « her, The Boy-is mail, get a Coach ands 
« carry him to Dr. M, ge my name; 
« I have. ſent Nueral Juch ta him (60... 
Who this Mr. Wh--y is, or What he is, 
L know: not. But, | we ſee, he ſends is 
5 to Monro, with the fame uncomhcern 

carchi of loſt brains, that one woukl* 

enquire of. Sir. J. Fielding after; a loſt 
portmanteuu. 

(6) Journ, from 18. 1 5 N N N 0 A. 
74% p. 56. 2 W; 


Mi 22 4 Difirſe eee 


| if 4 ; j tion 
l 1 i; " Theſe are the exploits Which Mr. J. 8 925 
1 Welley calls, i in the place laſt quoted, 5 
II BLESSINGS FROM GoD:: and which theres 


fore We may. well call the GOOD. FRUITS. hte 
of his Miniſtry ; ; thoſe by which James wo 
dire&s us to judge of his Miſion. For what: Ne 
the Apofile calls prod fruits, namely, doing. le 
aucb good, Mr. 7 Weſley plainly tells us | 
belong not to tra- Riligins gion: What belongs wb 
not to true Religion he rightly deems ſu · 7 
perfluous: And whatever is ſuperfluous f 7 
he makes ſolemn reſolutions to avoid (7), 8 xr 


W. Hitherto the Marks delivered by Ml * © 
St. James, to judge of a pretended” Miſſo- ; 
naryfrom Heaven, conſider him as urg-' fth 
ing his pretenſions fairly and with good: 
faith; tho” poſſibly ini a fanatie or enthuſi· 0 
aſtic manner: But what follows. 1 N 
WITHOUT: PARTEALITY AND WITHOUT 
HYPOCRISY. = repreſents the: pretender 122 
to ſuch a character as capable of acting n 
a maſk, and ufing the mere worldly arts, "git 


of deceit-ahd fraud.” And u e here 
(7). 7 our. from Feb. 1 >. 4% his „* chin 
whe from Giruney, p. my = 3: + Tart 2 
tion | 


* 1 
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tion is made with admirable; beet 


knavery. There is a neceſſity for this 
odd combination; and the ting it elf, 
as ſtrange as it may ſeem, i is Fry 1 
to de accounted for. 
A mere cool headed Pretec, withou 

any tincture of innate enthuſiaſm, can 
never ſucceed in his Deſigns, becauſe ſuch 
2 one can never exhibit thoſe ſurpriſing 
freaks, which a heated imagination, work- 


produces. For the ſpirits of the g 
who are do be taken in, can be 5 


ed only by raifing their. admiration, and 


keeping up their confidence in an inſpired 
Leader. * Beſides, new doctrines and new 


ideas are never ſo readily received as when 


the teacher of them is in earneßt, and be- 
leres Himſelf For then there is me- 
thing ſo natural in his conduct as way 4 
to conciliate belief; there is ſometung ſo 


alluring 


and knowledge fg hatin, 
Eurhüöstiehi, fo iht ſpenfable a | 
kte in the ſuccesful leadir ren = 


always be accompanied with craft and. 


ing on a di/ordered, tho, for this purpoſe, 
fith framed temper of body; ſo ſpecioull: 
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* „ C * 
12 > 


by 1 virtue of this. ee 
his purpoſe as to raiſe the admiration, and 
to captivate the ſpirits of the People, muſt 


here begin to fail, if he want the other qua- 
lity, Fectarian aa? i. for his faxaticiſm not 
brig under the controll of his Judgment, 
will wadt the neceſſary 1 to ap- 
Ply the different views, tempers and pur- 
155 of the People, now e d and 
ready to become bis Inſtrumenis, to the 
advancement of, Bis Projects. 


But when theſe two talents, of fraud and 
| fanatici/m unite to farniſh. out the Leader of 
aSeft, great will be the ſucceſs of his un · 


dertakings, And when , ſuch a one feels 
the ſtrength of this union, it is no wonder 


he ſhould be ready to cry out with Mr.]. 
Weſley, give me whereon to ftand and I will 


Jhake the whole earth (8), For now the ſallies 
of his Enthuſiaſm will be ſo corrected by 


e e as to ſtrengthen and confirm. | 
his fu ural pretences.: : and the cold 
ad Tow * * 


es of a too cautious, po- 


( See p. 110 of inis Dikcourle, 


— 


licy 
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licy will be Varg and 5 alhed for; Var 
by the force of his Fanatteim. His craf 
will enable him to elude the enquiries and 
objections of the more Rational; and his 
Viſions will irrecoverably ſ ubdye alt the 
warmer noddles. In à U rd, they will mu- 
tually ſuppört and ſtrengthen each other's 
force, arid'\cover and repair 1 
defects. St. jerom "ſeems to e had 
ſome idea of this extraordinary SU 


tion, when he N12 75 © Nutfus poteſt Herefin 


© ſtruere, niſi | ARDE Is 1NGE 
* et baber ht do's N. POP Ne nt 


1 render 114 4 R (9908 33 2 189 | 


fiders_ himſelf, 
ployed by cl 
= for the. ke gf 


impatient. 1 dex any let or ohſuudhion ; 
and attentive to every method for remov- 
ing it. Perſuaded of the neceſſity of the 
| End, and of the divine Commiſſion intruſt· 
ed to the Inſtrument,” he begins to fancy 


| (9) se Div. n. u. sa. ä 
int 7 ö that 8 
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that ſach a one, for the obtaining ſo greata 
purpoſe, is diſpenſed with, in breaking, nay 
ts authorized to break, the common laws 
of Morality ; which, in the cant of thoſe 
times, when Fanaticiſm had it's full play, 


| was called the, BBI ABOVE, Onninan- 
. In the firſt. application. of thele 


meant, the People are the Dupes to theit 
Leader : Py t the ſucceſs {s being. frequently 
far beyond even his own conception, he be. 
comes, in his turn, a Dupe to himſelf, and 
begins i in e u earneſt to peliexe that the 
tick he plaid them was cApdeny nag obj 
own cohtrivance, but the i inſp pued in 
tion of Heaven (100. This it Explain 

a Obſcure paſſage of Tacitus, 5 
ſpeaking 6f 'this Tort of Characzers, in 
kis oracular way, he fays, FincunT 81. 
Nö crebunTeve;” Let me add chat ti 
— bee atith'thp ca of Ot 
vnn CrxomwenL” from his firſt mounting 
won 193 bottom x 03 $717709; 

| (46) That gjeatobſetrer bf me Cx van ri, 
haying made Sancho (to ſave Kimi from the tr · 


ap; a ſleaveleſs errand) palm upon his Maſt? 
up 


poſititious Bulcinea; When the Squire comes 
to relate d eee th. the Dutcheſs, She 
22000 — | into 


tze F sSrigtr. N. 217 
a WY into the Saddle and the Pulpit 49 his 4 
reveries on his death · bee. 
n, Exeliyfafn ina Kind sfehalüdea 
e or critical ferment of the mind; which 

a vigorous nature ſometimes ere oh thro' , 
and by ſlow degrees is able to get the bet- 
ter of. Hence the moſt ſucceſsful Impoſtorn 
who have ſet out in all the blaze of Fanas -* 


7 ticiſm have ended their Schemes amidſt the 
de- cool depths and ſtillneſs of Politics. Tho? 

od. this, in ſome degree, be common to then 
the all, rn e eee PM 
his dhe caſe ſo ſtrongly as the famous Io -- 
ga. rius Loiola. This wonderful — | 
ain began his extaſies in the mire, and com- 
ere i pleated his purpoſe in the direction and 
in execution of Councils, which, even 3 
. lis own life time, were ready to give the 
this Wl Law to Chriſtendom. Mr. J. Weſley © 
11 Ye have died is 2275 Maſter” | 
ing CO) enn TT : Na 
os extell poking ſo highly, that login ci 
7K ſuſpect himſelf to be tricked into his own contri. + 
we ace; and that the Inchanters had preſented him 


1 with - true Dulcinea in maſquerade, when he. 
_— thooght he was impoſing a barefaced fol ene an 


bis Maſter, 5 
5 n . well: 


218 4 Dicourſe-concerning oY 


well : tho? by a common prattice'of hole: 


N 


who ſet up for Gems, he 
the ſteps by which he mounted. rode 
ce (ſays he): to Oxford in riding I read 
<« over that ſurpriſing bool, the life of 


c IJoAT Tus Loro. - Surely one of 


*r the greateſt men that ever-was: engaged 
in dhe ſupport. of s ba! a Tat, 


am man. ſhould: judge: bins to beam Ent 
le 


ce fraft.. No: but he knety the peop 
« with whom he Had to do: And ſetting 


out like Count E, with u full per/aafhn. 
&* that he migb ust Gun #6 prone 
6 the glory Gon dc {z2)? Now I deſine 


to know, how. any one: but an Ex T HU 


AST. could be penfνZed bona ſide, 2h, 
might uſe guile' ta promote the glory f G 
Or: how any one but a Kx Av could ſuc- 
ceed-in this perſuaſion ?. Cicero obſerves: 


10 5 


that the Be which; ſees all: ether 
ſees not it ſelf: This inſtance will ſhew it 
to be equally true, that the Mind,” Which 
plays ſuch Travge tricks, is oſten very in. 


(2) Journ. from Sept. 3, 1747. te Oct. 27 
* p. FR 
| | attetitive © 
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attentive to it's oun frame  and-opera- 
tions. N 
- Modern Saintbig rk fs ſabje& 
do theſe odd traverſes, wen got ; 
Socizriks, That they have an uner- 
ring rule whereon to eſtimate it's Claim. 

For the Apoſtle having declared that 2 
uuiſdom from abome is without. P.ARTIA- 
- LITY and without. Hx POCRICY, if fach 
qualities be found in thoſe who pretend to 

derive all, immediately, from the ſource 
of Truth, we need no further evidence 
of the impoſture. And now having hi- 
Re therto. employed. this famed Head of | 
Sec for our example, it would be a. kind 
of diſreſpect to drop him here, and not 
ſuffer him to finiſh, as he began, his apo- 
. Rolical career. 
4 - PaRTIALITY. conſiſts in ——_—_— 
| unequal meaſure, in our e with 
.Others;, --;. 

And r in attempting to co- | 

ver. that ade * wh r e, 


& N ** 3 
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The Reader muſt have been very inat- 
au to what hath been produced from 
Mr. J. Weſley" 8 JounnaLs, not to have 
chlerved the many convincing marks ofthe 

| Wp iert ee and Bypocri/y. * The pally 
| nn ges have indeed been given to convict him 
1 „ of other anatic qualities, equally inconſiſ. 
WL — tent wich the avi/dom avhich i. from above; 
but many of them will; at the ſame time, 
ſerve to ſhew, how ably he availed himſelf 

of theſe two political Accompliſhments, 
We have ſeen in general, that his Fol- 
lowers are always the Children of God; ind 
: bis Oppoſers, the Ch//dren of the Devil. But 
deute firſt being directed by inward feelings 
6 and the impulſe of an iollamed fancy, and 
© the other by the outward * teſtimony of 
_ Scripture interpreted by * human reaſon, 
it is no great wonder that Mr. I. Weſſey, 
who ſaw them ſo much unlike, ſhould 
marſhal them under theſe two differ- 
ent Banners. But What ſhall” we ſay 
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when we find him giving no er o Wl © 
1 Heads as wiſe, and to Hearts as warm as his to 
lf own, when they play over his own pranks 7. 

in any other Name:? If they follow not him, , 


* 
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key are-Fendtics'and. Enthuftafts, howlike- 
ſoever they be in all other things to is 
moſt beloved Diſciples. Nay, even The/c 


likewiſe are as readily given up when ever 
they bring danger or diſeredit to their 
Malter. I was with two perſons (ſays 


Mr. J. Weſley) who, I doubt, are pt 
5 .pefly exzbufiafts. | For firſt: they think to 
4 attain the end without the means, which. 


« is enthuſiaſm, properly ſo called: aguin 
* they think theniſelves inſpired by God,. 


and are not. But. falſe | imaginary u- 
* ſpiration is anbefain. That theirs is: 
* only imaginary inſpiration, - appeats 


hence, it contradits- the Law andithe 


* Teſtimony (3).” Theſe are wWiſe words: 
but what do they amount to? Only to 


this, That theſe two perſons would not 


take out their patents of Inſpiration fromm 
his Office ; and, lee 
tiſed ther, for Caunterfeits. 
Miſs Gr——, one of the inſpired, lad 
told another Miſs, that Mc] Weſley was a 
P apift, Perhapson account of the honour he: 


(a) Joura. om Avg. _ 1738. wo Neon, 
739. P. 23. 
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does to Ts conf Mun, in recommend 


to be. the conſtant Symptoms of the nr ef 


les in every quarter.(5).” By which Fr 


> do Nov, 17. . 5. 72. 


N 9pm of it to his Bau DS. Upen « 
this, Miſs Gr-is anathematized. And we 5 
are told, that, in conſequence, ©« ſhe had 6 
lately been raving mad; that, as ſuch, 44 
% ſhe was tied down in her bed (4) 4 
- Yet all theſe circumſtances of adi 140 


have, in the opinion of the ableſt:Phy. 46 
ficians, befallen Mr. J. Weſley's favol- 40 


ite Saints, whom he has vindicated from („ 
that Opprobrium ; ; laughedat the igno- . 
rance of the faculty; and declared them . 


ef. Ai Te 5 = 15 
„He pronounces 8 of bene 5 in 
upon another: And tells us wherefore, 5 


without tlie leaſt diſguiſe.— Here (lay: WW 
he] I 200k leave of u poor, mad, original Wl 2 
40 Eutbuſiaſt, who had been ſcatterin ij abroad th: 


we find, that, even in Mr. J. Weſley" 111 
own opinion, 8 and e e 46 
very near neighbours. - 534 art 1 
315 * =” =» S 35 1741, 05 1 27 5 


1743, p. 73-4. (5 Journ. from Oct. 275 1715 
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3 : 
9 * 


the HOLY Sula, 223 


1 had much cohverfätion with Mr. 
« Simpſon an original Enthufiaſt.--- defir- 
© ed him in the evening to give an exhor- 
« tation He did ſo, and ſpoke many 
good things, in a manner petuliar to him- 
« /z}f. When he had done, I ſumm'd up 
„what he had ſaid, methodizing and ex- 
„ plaining it: O whit: pity is it that this 
well meaning man ſhould ever ſpeak 
af] without an Inter | * (6) E 18 311 155 
In theſe two laſt paſſages, Mr. J. Welley 
[preſents us with two Om61nai.ExTay- 
$IASTS.., But how differently, do we find 
them treated ! The firſt is _ accuſed of do- 
ing the work of the devil, of ſpreadi | 
hs of his Maſter ; on which account ; 
Mr. J. Weſley took bir have of. bim: 
a gentle expreſſion, to ſignify, the 
thruſting bim out, head and ſhoulders, 
from ho Society of Saints; The other 
likewiſe, whoſe original enthuſiaſm is made | 
to conſiſt only. in want of Method, or, to 
ſpeak: more properly, want of Methodijm, 
Is _ lamented,” as having the ill luck 


(6) Journ. 113. p. 91. * aan 
- to 


\ 


1 


5 without doubt he does give,. Rude ay mY 
r the 
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without having his doctrine regulated on 
the dictates of hig Maſter. = the Fuft 
{et his Maſter at defiange : the Second ſtake 
_ many. good thing: 5 that is, he profeſſed. a 

_gdoftrine agrecable to Mr. Weſley ; indeed, 
in a manner peculiar, to himſelf, that is, not 
on Mr, Weſley's Authority, but his own, 
Now, there were ſame hopes of Him; but 
none at all of the other. Therefore. tho' 
they are pronounced Oi NAL Exrnv- 
sis Ts alike, yet we muſt underſtand 
their Titles very differently. The firſt 


Original was of his original the Devi, 


| 4 ſcatterer abroad of lies in even guarter.: 
The ſecond was worth recovering. His 


Original enthuſiaſm was a foundation, like 


Orfcinal Sin, to erect upon it a monument 


of Grace. 


But the moſt genuine infance of enthufalns 
which, he tells us, he will give, and-which 


to ſpeak without an Interpreter. That is, 


8 « at 
— 5 : 
. — = ; 


F lr KA 


—— 


= 


the Houy Srikir. * 


4 at Wi; chbam. * Whether Golpel o or Y W. . 


« or Engliſh or Gieek, ' ſeemed. all « one to 
« them. rf Yet he ſpoke, he tells us, rung 
rough auordi. But why is awant of ſenſe put 
into this, rough deſeription of. their un- 
regenerate ſtate? He owns, that num- 
bers of the Godly were without any. 


And why would. be ee Jexſe from theſe 


Gentiles, when, on their conyerſion, they 
were finally to be depriyed of i it, in extacies 
and new births, However, as ungrateful 


as the ſoil appeared. Yet the ſeed ſown 


« even there was not quite loſt. For. on 


4 Thurſday morning, between four and 


« five, John Brown, then of 7. an-field- 
„ Leigh, was waled but of ſleep. by the 
c voice that raiſeth the dead; and ever 
„ ſince he has been full of 8 and peace 
< and joy in the Holy Ghoſt.” But now 


ſee what comes of waking theſe Jeepers. | 
This ſame J---B--. who had Teceived the 


holy Ghoft but at the latter end of No- 
vember, became fo freaki/b by the be- 
_ ginning of December, that he even” forc- 
ed Mr. J. Weſley (for the honour of Me- 


thodiſm it ſelfe) to pronounce him like- 


wie 
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_, wie a kemi Enthuſiaſt, and to throw asd 
"this, Precious Saint, as flawed by ayer 
K N 8. anongtt. the ullels- rubbiſh d 

"op" 
15 I was both ſurpriſed: and grie wi 
6 E Hete, Reader, thou mayeſt ach belien 
bim. At a genuine inſtance of Enthufufn, 
* 3 of Tanfield Leigh, Who la 
"0 received a sENHSE of the Iove of Gol 
few days before, came riding. thro? th 
town, bollowwing and houting® che i. 
8 Kent ſymptoms of the _ new. b 
And driving all the People before hin, 
telling them, God had told him he 2 
% beg KinG, and Gould tread all his een 
de apder. bis Feet (H ., 

Now this being the only. fruit of th 
4 FS: JSoun in this place, had it not hee 
g better to have let theſe. honeſt. people, a 
| lone? Who appear amiable, even th 
ne farcaſtic abuſe he. ſo liberally .poyn 
er them. oY At Wickham, 7 & {pake 
co 7 frong rough words: but I. did not pet 
.*. ceive that any regarded what was ſpok- 
1405 Journ. from Sept: 55 are "ns * 

11 79. * 7 


« en, 


ne Hd * skirt 5. 


. The People in deed: were ex 92 
155 quiet, and b cold kept them 75 
« falling aſleep ; till, before two, I * 
« them very wellſaiofe@withthsPiekiher _ 
« and with” chemſelves (8). And 9 7 : 
ſhodld' they not! * Why is this Latisfactſd p 
in thethſelves, which they bad 0 0 Übe. 7g 
ally erte e 1 


ed. 11 1.4 


2 = 
. 


towards him, E 
2 An ordinary Man def res © no more, 0 
than that his friends be ſatisfied with Him; ry 
he does wot expect nay he "would be 2 0 
to find” cem with themſelves. 
Buf ſuch an eu of mind and mea- 
ſure, 48 in the good people of Wi Ae 55 
is deſtructive b es the ſchemẽs of a Fana:- | 
tic Leader: Wo muſt 188 or make, yo 
People deſperate, and ready to han & them" 2 
ſelyes, befote th ey ey Can. be ene. n= 
auge tempered” for 0 the "Mould of M7 + 
We ſhall end Ee gays Fa 
_ with his e 5 2 


(3) Ibid, p. 78. 
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der, wg leaves the defenceof all his Giant- 


44 many thouſands ſtanding rqund., or ſit- 
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Mr. J , J. Welty will. eſcape from ;baving B 
this concluding mark of W fork W it 
upon him. f h 

me We: "have. 8 our 7 _ M 
Readers, in - recounting: the numberleſs - C 


Mig gers by which He, and his affair: 
have been ſu; pported, in a. cloud of. Wit- | 
neſſes well diſpoſed to magnify them. Yet, 
after al this, with a worldly prudence. high 
one would not expect in 9 

this quality the myſtery. e Higuity, he 
thinks fit to ſecure himſelf a retreat, in 
caſe all theſe ftran ge things ſhould become 
problematical. 1 Fer after having heaped 
them one upon another Olympus- high, 
throughout n nine copious Journals, he ſneaks 
away under- the protection of a puny-Won- 


miracle es in the lurch! 1% About five (fays hel 
«« I began near the Keel-man's Hoſpital,, 


ao wy td A HF rw ww e K _ au wo K.. 3£z 


« ting on the Graſs. The wind was high. 

4 juſt before; but ſcarce a breath wa 
« felt, Alf die time we aſembled befor 
cc God: T'praiſe God for this alſo. Ts r. 
A ENTHUSIASM. Ta SEK Gov IN EVERY 
T7 4 evict 3) Banarir - 
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BENEFIT which abe receive ()? Certainly. 


it is not. The Enthuſiaſm conſiſts in be- 
leving thoſe benefits to be miraculouſly 


_ conferred, thro” a change in the eſtabliſhed 


courſe of Nature. This is the Enthuſiaſm 
with which he is charged; and this 

Charge, almoſt every page of his journals, 
will ſupport. But here, by the neateſt ad- 
dreſs, he covertly inſinuates, (as a Word 
to the Wiſe) that he meant no more by | 
his Miracles, than the /eeing of God in 

every benefit wwe receive. This goes a great 


way towards ridding his hands of them 
when the Inquiſitive become too trou- 


bleſome. But as he well knew it might 
be ſaid to him, If you part with your 
Miracles, you ſtrip yourſelf of the ere- 
dentials of your Miſſion; he, has a 
Friend at hand to help him out at a' dead 
lift; whoſe opinion, he wiſhes all calm 
hy and impartial men would conſider 


4 


* Not to eſtabliſh the power of avorking. 


Miracles as the great Criterion of a. 
« divine Miſſion ; when W reaches 


(8) ho from July, 20, 17 50. to OR, 28, 
1754. p · 1. 
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& us that the agreement of do@rines with 
ce truth as taught in thoſe Scriptures is the 


* only infallible Rule (3).” Suppoſe now 
any ſenſe could be drawn out of this 


gallimatias of Scripture's teaching that the 


agreement of doctrines with truth as taupht - 


in theſe Scriptures, is the only infallible 


rule: And that it may mean, that 


Scripture teaches us, that the confor- 
mity of it's doctrines with truth, is the 
only Criterion,” I then aſk, Where 
SCRIPTURE teacheth this ? I aſk it, I fay, 
Becauſe Rx ason teacheth another thing: 
for from the Premiſſes, of the conformity of 
Scripture dodrines with truth, her Conclu- 


fion is only this, That Scripture doctrines 


are true; not that they were immediately 
derived from Heaven. I am afraid there- 
fore, that Scripture is here much ſcan- 
dalized, in making it talk a language fo 
diſſonant to Neaſon. And I am the more 
confirmed in this opinion, ſince Scripturg 


from the mouth of Jeſus himſelf, expreſly 
ſays, that the power of awuorking miracles, 


(3) Journ. from Auguſt 12, 1738. to November 
and 


* RR TTY * 
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and not the conformity of Scripture dadtrines 


to truth, 1s the great criterion. of a divine 
Min. The words of Jeſus are theſe : 
« If I had not done amongſt 
« works which none other man did, they 
« had not had Sin : But now have they 
© both ſeen and hated me and my Fa- 
« ther (4). But why, in caſe =o mira- 
cles had been worked amongſt them, had 
they not had Sin ? For this reaſon, and 
only for this, that, without muracies, 
there was no criterion of a divine Miſ- 
ſion. And Sin could not be imputed 
to them for rejecting a Character which 
did not bring it's credentials with it. 
From what I can ſee then, Mr. ]. Welley 
muſt either ſtick to his Miracle, or give 


up his Miſſion. 
II. But he ſhifts and b no leſi 


with regard to the Extacies, and the Neu- 


birth of his Saints. Sometimes they 
are undoubtedly of God; ſometimes 


again as certainly of the Devil: but he is 


conſtant in this, that Natural cauſes have 


(4) John c. XV. v. 24 | 
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no hand in them. The reaſon is plain: 
He could make both Gop and the Dz- 
vi. conducive to his purpoſes; but 
NaTvse is the ſure deſtruction of every 
enthuſiaſtic frolic. — The Saints met in 
Fetter lane to humble themſelves before 
God for grieving the holy Spirit, — 
To the ſeveral offences aſſigned, Mr.]. 
Welley adds “ But above all by BI as- 
** PHEMING HIS WORKS amongſt us, im- 
6c puting it either to NaTvuRE, to the 
force of imagination and animal Spirits, 
te or even the delu/ion of the DE vII. At 
«© that hour we found Gop with us as at 
te the firſt. Some fell proſtrate upon the 
ground. Others burſt out, as with one 
te conſert into a load praiſ and thankſgiving. 
And many openly teſtified, There had 
feen no ſuch day as this, fince January 
the firſt, preceding (5).”—© On Friday 
© many were deeply convinced; but none 
cc were delivered from that painful con- 
& viction. The Children came to the 
« girih; but there was not ſtrength to 


(5) Journ. fiom Aug. 12, 1738. to Nov. 1. 
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« bring forth, I fear we have grieved the 
« Spirit of the jealous God by queſtioning his 


C <vork (6).“ 


—* Innumerable cautions were given 
ce me not to regard Viſion, or Dreams, or to 
« fancy people had remiſſion of Sins, be- 
« cauſe of their Cries, or tears, or outward 
« profeſſions.— The Sum of my anſwer 
% was as follows: You deny that God 
« does' now work theſe effects: at leaſt 
« that he works them in this manner. 
« I affirm both. Becauſe I have heard theſe 
« things with my own ears, and ſeen them 


wich my own eyes. I have ſeen very 


« many perſons changed in a moment 
« from the Spirit of- fear, horror, deſpair, 
« to the Spirit of love, joy, and peace — 
« What I have to ſay touching Viſians or 
« Dreams is this: I know ſeveral perſons 

in whom this great change was wrought - 
« in a dream, or during a fc; repreſenta» 
« tion to the eye of the mind of Chriſt, 
either on the Croſs or in Glory. This 
« js the fact (7)."==——N ay, he is ſo con- 


(6) Journ. 16a, p- 16. (7) Journ. Ibid. p. 49. 
X 3 vinced 


3 
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vinced of it's being the erork of God that 
the horrid bla/phemies which ehſued, he 
aſcribes to the abundance of joy, which 
God had given to a poor mad woman of 
his flock. ©. I met with one, who having 
been lifted up with the abundance of joy 
* which God had given her, had fallen in- 
to blaſphemies and vain imaginations 
* as are not common to men. In the after- 
* noon I found another inſtance, nearly, I 
« fear of the ſame kind----She had her 
te private revelations ſo called, & (8). 
But now, on a ſudden, he gives us the 
reverſe of the Medal, and directly revokes 
all he had advanced. I told them they 
« were not to judge of the Spirit, where- 
by any one ſpoke, either by appearances 
or by common report, or by their own 
4 inward feelings. No, nor by any Dreams, 
« Viſions, or Revelations ſuppoſed to be 
< made to their ſoul, any more than by 
« their tears, or any involuntary effe&ts 
« evrought upon their bodies, I warned 
« them, all theſe were in themſelves of a 


(8) Journ. from Nov. I, 7739. to Sept. 3, 
1741. P. 54+. 


« poveLs 


the HoLy SPIRIT, 235 
© DOUBLE DISPUTABLE NATURE. They 
« might be from Gop, or they might 
not ().“ The Reader cannot but be much 
april to ſind ſo formal a recantation of 
what he had ſaid (o) juſt above, concern- 
ing inward feelings, dreams, viſions and ex» 
tacies ; and of his own confidence in affirm- 
ing theſe to be the work of God, from his: 
baving beth heard theſe things with his own 
ears, and from his having ſeen them with his 
own eyes; for here he denies common report, 
(and are not other people's ears and eyes 
as good as his ?) or appearances-or even fal 
ing to be a ſuſficientꝰ ground of afſurance;. 
Of this, I can give no better account, and 
perhaps the Reader will deſire no better, 
than this, that when our Apoſtle thought 
fit thus to unſay, what he had fo con- 
fdently affirmed before, it was in a deſ- 
ponding hour, when he was in much doubt- 
whether Gad would not lay him afide and 
[end other Labourers into his: harveſt (1). 
Under theſe fears he ſeemed reſolved, at 


(9) Journ, from Aug, 12, 1738. to Nov. 1. 
1739. p. 60,51. (10) See p. ) Journ, 
Ibid, p. 60. nr! | > I 
- leaſt, 
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leaft, that theſe new Labourers ſhould not 


reap what he had ſown; and therefore, 
at all adventures, thought proper to 


cut the ground from under their feet, 
At length, finding his cauſe ſufficiently 


diſgraced by the unrulineſs of theſe divine 


Agitations; and knowing (as we ſhall ſee 
oreſenly how. to make a better uſe of 


them, he fairly gives them all to the Ds. 
vIL. © I enquired - (ſays he) into the 


« caſe of thoſe who had almoſt every 


« night the laſt week, cried out aloud, . 


&« during the preaching. I found that 


« all of them were perſons in perfect 
« health, and had not been ſubject to 
« Fits of any kind till they were thus af. 
ce fefted : That this had come upon every 


« one of them in a moment, without any 
« previous notzce, while they were either 


« hearing the word of God, or thinking 
ce on what they had heard: That in that 


«© moment they dropt down; loſt all their 


_* ſtrength, and were ſeized with violent 
4 pain. This they expreſſed in different 
manners. Some ſaid they felt .juſt as 
on Ba ſword was running thro' them: 


66 other 
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others, that they thought; a great 
« weight lay apon them, as if it would 
« ſqueeſe them into the Earth. Some. 
« ſaid they were quite choak'd ſo that 
* they could not breathe; others, that 
« their hearts ſwelled ready to burſt : and 
« others, that it was as if their Heart, as 
« jf all their Inſide, as if their whole Bo- 


n 


« dy was tearing all to pieces. | Theſe 
I « Symptoms I can no more impute to any 
4 « , ATURAL CAUSE than to the SPIRIT 
/ © oe Gop. I can make no doubt but it 
„ 4e was SATAN tearing them as they were 
u « coming to Chriſt. And hence proceed= 
* « ed thoſe grievous cries whereby he 
4 « might deſign both to 4/credir the Work 
* « of God, and to affright fearful People 
Y from hearing that Word, whereby their 
7 « fouls might be ſaved (2). 1 
er Now, the Reader muſt take notice, that 
8 theſe were the very Symptoms which Mr. J. 
at Weſley had before aſcribed to the ſpirit of 
21 Cod. But, by this time he was ſenſible, and 
0 ſo he confeſſes, in this very place, that they 


(2) Journ, from Sep. 3, 1741. to Oct. 27, 
n: 1743. p. 91. 8 
an had 


- 
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had prscrEDITED the Vert. They were 
therefore, to be ſent to the DeviL ; yet fill 
upon Mr. J. Weſſey's Errand. For there is 
- nothing, except NATURE, as we obſerved, 
which he can not put to ſome uſe or other, 
But this new Donation of the extacies of 
the Saints was, befides, a noble foundati- 
on for what he was now projecting, the 
Farce of DiABOLIsMs and Exo cis. 
Well, therefore, might he exult over this 
Old Miſchief. maker, as not having wit & 
rough to diſcern that he was over- matched, 
and that Mr. John Weſley was too hard 
for him. I wonder (ſays he) the Devil 
Bas not wiſdom enough to diſcern that be it 
deftroying his own Kingdom (3). Indeed, 
he has fairly turned the tables upon Sa- 
TAN ; and ſhewn us, that he can make 
full as good an uſe of a Possksslex from 
below, as of an 1xsP1RAaT10N from above. 
III. The Reader remembers how con- 
temptuouſly Mr. Weſley has ſpoken of Or- 
thadoxy, or true belief; even to the queſtior- 
ing whether it makes any part of Religion at 
(3) Jour, f from Nov. 1, 1749. to Sept. 3, 1741 
* all; 
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all ; certain is he, that, at beſt, it makes. 
but a very ſlender part. © It is a point, 
« ſays he, we chiefly inſiſt upon, that 
« Orthodoxy, or right Opinion is at beſt 
„but a very lender part of Religion, if 
of « any part of it at all (4). This was done 
to tale in as many as he could, from a- 
mongſt the Sectaries: But when he wants ta 
tale off as many as he can, from amongſt the 
Churchmen, then Orthodoxy, or true belief, 
is like Methodi/m, the Unum Neceſſarium: 
or, to ſpeak more properly, Orthodoxy and 
Maeve are but two words far the ſame- 
thing. About a thouſand people flood 
e patiently while I ſimply deſcribed. the 
« plain old Religion of the Church of Etig- 
« /and, which is now almoſt every where 


« ſpoken againſt, under the new name of 
e Methodiſm (5). 


IV. We have ſeen him tier chit =—_ 
nt of -a Sectary) both inviteing and pro- 
roking Perſecution, as as the only means of 


(4) Mr. Weſley's plain aqcoutt, cc. p. 4+ 
(s) Journ, from 158 12, 1738. to Nov. Is 


1729 P. 90. 3 | 
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gia, he got acquainted with one Mrs. 
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making the goo od ſeed take root ; For, after 
having fown i it in the mud and ſlime, 
his feld-preaching, 1 
Huſbandry (6), draws together whole 
droves of obſcene Animals, who ruſh fu · 


xiouſly in, and trample it about; but 


this as that mother-ſeat of AzTs may 
have informed him, only made it ſpring up 


the better The Mob, ſays he, ga. 
< thered in great numbers about my door, 
% and quite cloſed me in. I reoiced and 


ce bleſed God, hnowing bil was the time Thad 
<« Jong been looking for (7). But, miſtake 


him not. A Perſeentionhe certainly wiſhed, 
and as diligently ſought. But it was for 


his beloved Saints, who wanted it; not for | 
himſelf, who wanted it not; eſpecially 
when it began to grow ſerious, as we ſhall 
now ſee it once did. In his ramble to Ger- 


e ee the ſtory) 


(6) — foam * * rus jacke Gains” Sues 
immittit, et ſatis conculcato-a Suibus femine, mel- 


ſem deinde expectat. Herod. I. ii. c. 14. 


(7) Journ. from Nov, 1, 1739, to Sept.; 
374% Bo ' 
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wo whom he refuſed the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper. She had done ſome 


wrong, it ſeems, te ber neighbour, What it 


was, he does not tell us. The Uncle (he 


1 deſired he would deelare in the Court 


houſe, why he expelled Mrs. Williamſon 


from the holy Communion. | Bat he de- 


clined it, as apprehending many ill conſe= 
quences might ariſe from ſo doing. What 
he would not declare, the Uncle did; and 
faid, that it was in revenge for rejeting lit 
Mr. Welley's propoſals of marriage, and 
marrying Mr. Williamſon. The Huſband 
proſecuted him for defamation: And the 
Wife * ſwore and ſigned an affidavit, 
« infinuating "much more than it af- 
c fried, but aſſerting, that Mr. Welley 
© had many times propoſed marriage to 
« her, all which FRY ſhe. had re⸗ 
« jected.v 

In conſequence of this, < He is pre- 
«© ſented. by the Grand Jury, upon oath, - 
« as haying broken the Laws of the Realm 
« by ſpeaking and writin to Mrs. Wi- 
* liamſon againſt her huſband's conſent; 
« Aby ring her from the holy Com- 


66 * munion, 


— — 
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< munion, &c.” The matter was now 


growing ſerious ; the Georgians, he found, 
did not underſtand raillery, in the affair 
of ſpiritual Gallantry. 


It was time for him 
to look about him. In this diſtreſs, he 
began to have recourſe, as uſual, to bis 
revelations —<* I.conſultedmy friends, be- 


* ther God did not call me to return to 
England. The reaſon for which I left 


* it had now no force, there being no 
* poſlibility, as yet, of inſtructing the In- 


6 dians : Neither had I, as yet, found.or 
« heard of any Indians on the continent 


« of America, who had the leaſt deſire of 
« being inſtructed. After deeply conf 

« dering theſe things ;_ they wwere .unani- 
'* ous that I ought to go; but not yet." 


However, the Magiſtrate ſoon quickened 


his pace. He was declared an Enemy to, 


and Hiaderer of, the public feacs, — 1 


again (ſays he) conſulted my friends, 

4 who e d with me, that the time we 
* poked for was now comp.” The Rea · 
Aer, who has ſeen him ſo long Langu 
fer. perfecution, will conclude, he was now 
an meet 33 wich the conſtancy of 


4 4 Martyr, 


B% — 
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a Martyr. No ſuch matter. He was pre- 


paring for his flight. But to hide his pol- 
tronery in a bravado, he gave public notice 
of his Apoſtolical intention. On which the 
Magiſtrates ordered that he ſhould firſt 
find ſecurity to appear, when ſummoned, 
to anſwer the Charge brought againſt him. 


But he refuſing, they publiſhed a Placart, 
« requiring all the Officers and Centinels 


to prevent his gomg out of the Pro- 


« yince ; and forbidding any perſons to 


« afliſt bim in ſo doing.“ Things were 
no come to a Criſis: and Mr. J. Weſley, 
on the whole, thought it beſt to retreat 
without beat of drum; and to ſteal a 
march upon the Enemy. —“ I ſaw clearly, 
* (ſays he) the hour was come for leaving 


this place. And as ſoon as Evening 


* prayer was over [for Prayer muſt always 


-— make a part in his Stratagems] about 


« eight o'clock, the tide then ſerving, 7 


« hook off the duſt of my fect (8).” A very 
pleaſant way, truly, of acting the 4po/Þ. 


(8) Journ. from his embarking to Georgia, for 


ku return to London, p. 46 to 56. 
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But if he made the path eaſy for himſelf, 


he took care to render it doubly perplexed 


for his followers. He left, we ſee, his 


Gdttle Flock in the lurch, to anſwer, az 


they could, for the crimes of their run. 
away Paſtor. * 


But had his e for ln be 
ewithout Hypocriſy, he had here the faireſt 
occaſion - of . honeſtly indulging him- 
ſelf to the full. He had gone as far a 
Georgia for it. The truth of his Miſſion 
was brought in queſtion. by the Magiſtrate, 
and decried by the People; not ſo much 
for his falſe doctrines, as his falſe morals. 
The honour of the Goſpel was wounded 
through the Sides of it's pretended Miſſio- 
nary. There was bat one way to ſupport 


its credit, the way the firſt Chriſtian Preach- 


ers always took, the offering up themſelves 


for the Truth they preached, and for the 


Integrity they profeſſed. Inſtead of this, 


our paltry Mimic thinks he had diſcharg- 


ed an Apoſtolic office, when he applied 


to himſelf an Apoſtolic phraſe, I. ook of 
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the duſt of my feet, ſays he; much eaſier 
done than ſhaking off his infamy. Jeſus, 
indeed, orders his Followers, to Hale off 
the duſt of their feet, where the inhabi- 
tants would not receive their Doctrine, 
that they might not throw away their 
time in vain: But he never directed it as 
a Trial ordeal of innocence, when they 
were accuſed of immoralities, and the ho- 
nour of the Miſſion concerned. When 
Paul and-Silas had been impriſoned, and 
otherwiſe evil treated at Philippi, neither 
the Miracle nor the Magiſtrate, (when each, 
in their turn, had ſet open the Priſon doors) 
could perſuade them to ſtir a ſtep till they 

had procured all honourable {atisfaQtion for 
much injurious . treatment (9). But what 
do I ſpeak of the caſes, in which the pra- 
_ &nce, recommended by our great-Maſter, 
directs his Diſciples to avoid, or the cou 
rage, with which he inſpires them, enables 
them to dare, the rage of PxrsECUTION : 
We are now on the detection of a Hrro- 
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perſecution 3 who invited it, who provok- 


8 J. 150 


cRITE,. who expreſſed his- longings for 


ed it, in a Country where the Magiſtrute 
reftrained and forbad it; and yet ran away 
from it when his own honour, as well as 
that of his little flock, ſhould have induced 
him to oppoſe himſelf to it; and where the 
Magiſtrate, by his on account, was for- 
ward enough and ready to oblige him. 
But he ran away, like a Coward, on the 


wings of Prayer and the Tide: Hence. 
forth, the dread of this entertainment pre- 


pared, for him, and the horror of the un- 


| hoſpitable ſhore, made ſuch an impreſſion 


on his temper, that he lets ſlip no oc- 


eaſion of revenge. For when the good 
man was got back to Europe, and even 


forced to beat it on- che hoof as far ay 


Hernhuth, in Germany, before he could ö 


get into a Land of a.. (100. 


(120) At Weymar, we came before, I Kio not 


* what great man (I believe the Duke) who, af. 
ter many queſtions, aſked, whiat we were going. 


« fo far as Hernbuth, for ? '1 anſwered, TO SEE 
„ THE PLACE WHERE THE CURIST IANS LIVE» 
He looked hard, and let us go.” Journ. from: 
Feb. 1, 17 37 -8, 10 "bis return from Germany, 


He 
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He overtoek, as he tells us, in à little - 


village on the road, A. large number 
« of Swwitzers, Men, women, and Chil- 
« dren, finging,. dancing, and making 
« merry,. being, all going to make their 


« fortunes: in. GBOROGIA. Looking wpow 
& hem (fays he) As BEING DELIVERED» | 


« '\yTO MY HANDs BY Gon, I plainly 
« told them, what manner of place it was. 
«If they now leap into the Fire with - 

« eyes, their blood is on their own head (1). 
It would be hard to gueſs how he came to- 
lool upon theſe Switzers as delivered inte. 
lis hands by: God, unleſs. he believed God: 
was bound to revenge all his ſquabbles. 


with the young Wenches of his Bandy. 


(which,.' by his Journals, we find were 
not a few) and that therefore God prepared 
theſe Switzers for the Inflruments of. his- 
Vengeance. He made a proper uſe of 
them; he opened their eyes; and fo, in all. 


bkelihood, deprived a Britiſh Colony, of. 


many uſeful hands. 


(i) Journ. from Avg. 135 1738. to Nor, *. 
139 P. Os 
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v. We have ſeen above, how he ſet æuordh 
prudence, Chriſtian prudence, and, in a word, 
every thing which bears tlie name of Pau- 
' DENCE, at full defiance ;- denouncing it 
to 5 the — of Religion, and the 72 
ment of the Devil. This was but ne- 
ceſſary, to inflame the madneſs of his Fol- 
lowers. But a very different language is 
required, when the ambition of his Ri- 
vas is to be reſtrained. Then Pro- 
DENCE is the very balm of Gilead, the 
aſſuager of hurt Minds, and great reſtora- 
tive of ſickening Peace; 

But we ſhould take the affair from 15 
beginning. So early as in the year thirty 
pine, he began to ſuſpeR, that he ſhould 
have Rivals in his Apoſtolic office. 

« I came into my old Room at Oxford, 
' « from which I went to Georgia. Here, 
e muſing on the things that were paſt, 
e and remembering how many that cam 
| © after me were preferred before me, J open- 


«ed my Teſtament, Kc. (2). For you 
(2) Jovrn, from Noy. . 1. 1739, to Sept. | 


1741. ol EI” 1 
muſt 


1 
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muſt know, Reader, that, of all the 


| Superſtition (and they were not a few) 


which ſtruggled for Dominion with Ja- 
naticiſm in the holy, Microcoſm of this. 


wondrous Man, the Sox rEs Sancto- 


uu were the Chief, A ſpecies of Divi- 


nation to which, St. Auſtin tells us, the 
good Chriſtians of his time had recourſe 
rather than to conſult. the Devil, like 
their pagan Neighbours. To this favo- 
rite folly, our Miſſionary refers all his 
doubts. It is his Urim and. Thummim, 


and he applies it as freely and irreverently- 
to his occaſions, as a Village Conjurer does 
his Sive and Sheers, At this time, indeed, 


it afforded him but ſmall relief. He ſunk. 


fo far in his deſpandency as to doubt whether 
Cd would not lay bim afide,, and fend her 


labourers into his harvſt (3). We ſoon ſee 


what it was that gave him theſe dreadful 
twitches. A Riwal no leſs formidable 
than the famed Mr. WIT ETIEID who 
now began to ſet up for himſelf ; and, 


(4 _ from Aug. 12, en Nov. 1. 
1739, Þ 60. 1 75 
indeed, 


On 
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indeed, as much the madder of the two, 
to ingroſs the favour of the Mob. While 
the Riyalſhi p continued on a. tolerable 


ung, Mr. J. Weſley contented 
bing with now and then giving bis be- 


loved Brother in Chriſt a fly wipe of con- 
tempt, as, occaſion preſented,” under the 
Saintly cover of praifing God for him. —« ] 
© read prayers : and Mr. Whitefic «ld preack- 
«ed. How wiſe is God in giving dife- 


rent talents to different Preachers! even 


* the little improfrietics both of bis language 

* and manner were 4 means of profiting 
* many who would not have been touched, 
os by a more correct 7 ifcourſe, or a more 
calm and regular manner of ſpeak- 
* ing (4).” This, we. ſee, was full in 
his teeth, but by a fide wind comes up 


to that Mafter-Preacher, who is inſinu- 


ated to be more correct, and calm, and 
graceful in his Pulpit-Manners. Not. 
withſtanding this, Mr. Whitefield went on 
triumphantly ; and, being willing to ad- 


vance himſelf on the necks of his Fellows 


ww Journ, a Joly 20, 1749, to Oct. zo, 
taught 


8 
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taught Fair aLoNs ; and Offered PREU 


Grace to a People little diſpoſed to pur- 


ehaſe it. Mr. J. Weſley was an Advocate 
for wok ks: But he muſt do them him- 


ſelf, if he expected any good from them, 


in this Contention. For an equivalent, 


therefore, to Mr. Whitefield's ſpiritual 


gracet, He, like another Moſes, diſpenſed 
his temporal Bly Ings. Fade lay, 5 in the 


arr of Healing; for he would truſt no 
longer to the ir r, full as his Journals 


are of his miraculous Cures; It was now, 


he found, high time to ſet up a regular 


practice. Accordingly, he told his 1 | 


ple how deeply read he. was in Medicine, 
which he had ſtudied at Oxford. And to 


prove himſelf no Quack, he publiſhed: a 
whole book of Receipts or Remedies for 
all the common Diſtempers of life. At 


the ſame time, he let the better Sort under- 
Rand, he was as well teilled in the medi- 


eina Mentis. He had given innumerable 


flirts of contempt, in his Journals, againſt 
HUMAN learning: and, indeed, of what 
uſe could Learning be in a Religion like 


that which he propagated ? Where, as 


2887 


n 


[ a 4 Dilewſe naming 
| 1 He aſſures us, Orthodaxy or right belief made 4 
4 * very ſlender part, 9 part at all. Vet * 
When now he was to ſtruggle with a Rival 45 
| 5 pro aris S focts, no means Were to be leſt 4 2 
| J untried to ſecure his Dominion of the 45 
fil People: He therefore plainly enough as 
14 informs them, that he was ready to teach, 1 | 
| in a better and more expeditious way than a ; 
was hitherta known, even to the Univer. 1 5 
SIT1ES, two eminent parts of this decried 4 
4 Learning, namely, Rhetoric and Ethics. 25 
1 * This week (ſays he) 1 read over witk 45 
il | 1 ſome young men a Compendium of Nie- 45 
148 1 foric, and a Syſtem. of Eh Erbies. © I ſee not Fr 
| « why a man of tolerable. underſtanding * 
160 « may not learn, in fix months time, more i 
Ny 1 of ſolid Philoſophy than is learned at O- Th 
} * ford in four (perhaps ſeven) years (5)”, * 
* Did ever Jesvir play his part better. 4 
my Yet this Would not do. Free Grace bore wi 
14 down all before it ; and Mr. Weſley WW 58 
4 at laſt forced, as in a deſperate calc, to | 
8, have recourſe to that paltry quack \reme- that 
1 dy, which he had ſo much ſcorned and - 
1 1 
'f | (5) Journ. from Nov. 25. 1746, to * 20% 
" #750, 2. Tho 1 . 
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exccrated, 1 q Wee ORANRL — 6c L 
3 * believed ſays th love and juſtice 

uired vp T {arr 1— 5 
40 79 freely to > Mr. Wh Wh co | 


: 
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17} able in e oor ine 175 had 
6 Gi enoug — make un open (and 

4 probably Were breach den 
« Aa wid nde: Kein, Le a haaren 
bohlen ex 1 Aro. 90) ui I.. 

6% e {M467 J. Weiry Lan titar with Gor 
that yery, gam in which kimſelf ſo mach abounds, 
the applying Scripture phraſes to the impertinence 
of modes 0ecurences. s . „ 
ie 3 *. Wh 


Wand, 


254, 4 Ar concerning 
hy Wound, and | for the BEWRAY1NG or 


friend will depart 79 2 


4 5 
Wichout doubt, the Reader will be cuti- 


ous to know what theſe Secrets were, which 
bad been, ſo ill Kept between theſe two 
Free Maſons. But the purpoſe of this Di. 
courſe is not to -pre} je 8 the Readers 
againſt this Sali Man from an- 
eedotes on adlacb, br or Go fecrets be- 
rg Jed); 2 but to enable them to form a 
Jud gment of his, pretences from what he 
himſelf has openly recorded of himſelf; 
and eden Hae to the World, 


What 1 w ould have them obſerve, On the 
| mY pe ted paſſage, is only. this, That 


Welley, after ſo long eſtrange; 


ment from WorLDLy Pavpzxer has, at 


length, in his diGrefſes, been, forced to 


haye xe rpg And, for his firſt eſſay, 


it muſt be owned, be aequits himſelf yery 
well in the exerciſe of this neglected Vir- 


tue. he Letter Mr. Whitefield' had 


&" writen” "ſhonld" not hays been . 


tür g urch 12 -wtivie 


(7) yon: 8 Nor, ** 1739; te ert. 5, 


14 * 78. wn 
a K*. 3% k\ C liſhed 


« 


c 


Cry 


ws „ Fiſhed; as it ad 6 ip Wi, 7 2 | 


« the hangs of the common” Enemy 

It ſhould not have been publiſhed, as i 
tended to a Schi/m in the Society - Sn TIE 
« he muſt needs publiſh i ie, Be Joould. not 
" have called Mr. Weſlty's name in queſ 
6% tion , as this tended to a breach be. 

tween theſe two faſt friends — And if 
he (Mr. Weſley) ſhould never conſent ta 


have this breach cloſed, he was juſtified in 
P&UDENCE; fince the Vſe nan ſays, from 


a treacherous awotund and bewraying ſecrets 
every friend | ci depart ; which he un- 
derſtands to ſiguify, every friend ought to 
de part. Indeed, the Reader will ob- 
ſerve, chat chere Was one expedient of 


PRUDENCE left untryed, Which was, 


the meeting his quindam friend half «thy: 


Mr. Weſley was no ſtranger, nor was he an ä 


enemy, to this pacific meaſure, as we ſhall 
ſee preſently. But Mr. Whitfield was too 
formidable a Rival with whom to compro- 
miſe matters, or even to yield an inch, A 
leſs conſiderable Oppoſer might be ma- 
paged this way, without danger; and then 
Z 2 his 
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his prudence direQs. him to purſue 1 11.— 
* I. laboured (ſays he) to convince Mr. 


rr G= 
« confuting (as he; termed. it) the Ser- 
* mon I had preached the Sunday before. 
4 But he was abſolutely above convic- 
« tion (1)”. — Would not prudence now 


have juſtified him in leaving, a man above 


conviction, to the error of his -n ways? 
Surely a leſs conſummate prudence than 
Mr. J. Weſley's would have. done fo, 
But he will not leave Mr. G- 
ſo unkindly. I then aſked. (fays he) 

% Will you meet me half way ? Iwill never 
* preach publicly againſt you. Wilt 


« not you againſt me? But he diſclaims | 


« ed any ſuch agreement.” Here we ſee 
a very fair invitation to Mr. G---- to play 
the Hypecrite with him, He declares 
Mr. G—— to be ab/olutely above. con- 
viction; that is, that he could not in con- 
ſcience ſtir a * which, 68. was bis 


49 Sake Peg $a 20, 1750. to - 08. 2h 
3754+ Pb „ 20 


own 


that he had wr. done avell in 


. 
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own caſe: Vet, in the fame breath, he i in- 
vites him to meet him hal / way. But. Mr. 
G —— approved himſelf the honeſter 


man. From all this we have reaſon to 


conclude, that Mr. J. Welley, amidſt 
his warmeſt exclamations. againſt Woildly 
PRUDENCE againſt Chriſtian PRUDENCE, 
and againſt TRuDENCE of every denomina- 
tion, had it lt 5 in petto to employ a ſuc- 
cedaneum, on every preflirig « caſion; ; 
which he, indeed, calls PRUDENCE ; - but 
which, to fave. the credit of his conſiſtency, 
he had berter BY let ©. under its true 


113 [2 


name of CA HFT. 


Nera 4 Sf 


Thus have I endeavoured 8 the 
Maſk from the furious and defarmed viſage 


of Fanaticiſm and Seduction. The — 
of Religion hath enabled me: and the in- 
tereſts of Religion have excited me to this 
attempt; nothing, fo much diſcrediting 
the Doctrine of Gi ac as theſe counterfeit 
impreſſions of the Sp irit of God. For, 
ſince the deſcent of he Holy Ghoſt was no 
longer in the ruſhing, mighty avind, but in 
the fill Jmall a wot ct, Iicentious men have 
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been but too apt to conclude, eicher that 
Gract was an imaginary Power; or, at 
moſt, that it was no other than that afli 
tance which the divine Attribute of Go 
neſs, as diſcoverable by Natural ligh ht, was: 
always ready to impart to and: 
helpleſs man; juſt as they would perſuade 
chemſelves that RepemeTION is nothing 
elſe than that reſtoration to God's favour,, 
which his merey, diſcoverable too by the 
ſame light, prepares and lays open to re- 
pentant Sinners. But I ſhall chuſe a pro- 
perer place to ſhew;. that Goſpeb GRACE 
and RRDEMr ion, ariſing out of a /zvely, 
faith and a real Sacrifice, are ſpecifically; 
different from a qe. WA: een 

| vigion. wr): Lage | : 


I xow turn, Ke what remains of this 
Diſcourſe, to thoſe- ſober Miniſters of the 
Eftabliſhed' Church, who hold themſelves | 
bound to obey its Drsc1PLiNE as. well as 
to profeſs its Do raix zs. 

If any good uſe may be made of what 
has been already faid, it will be chiefly 
n by cheſe Reverend Men, who: 
us 


the HoLy. 8 25 
in honour. of the Church which they 
ſerve, and in gratitude to the State 
by which. they. 2 are protected, will ak 
it 1 firſt care! to ſupport | that molt 
juſt of all Public Laws, the Law or T. 

gs ble Joy ow long ſoever od 


frutted in its paſſage $0 us, and. == late 


ever; arrived ai n gt ue, 
divine Original: Nor ih e 


venture to-refine upon. 1105 
be to awealen it) by i e ns 

tween the letter and the Her or the 1255 
For between theſe; in well compoſed Views, 
there is no.difference; the leillß being 11 
other than the language andere 0 ol 
the * Indeed, -one” would 2 


once gave a een 2 wg to a 8 t 
People, under che name of Law, by 
which the future diſpenſation was half- 
revealed and half hidden. In ſuch 4 
| e ] bem {es HATS Of DI MIO 4 4 
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268 J Diſcourſs concerning 5 
Laty the Lier: and the 'ſpirtf were neceſſi. 
mily different. A difference, which the 
 Miniſters'to whom the propagation of thi 
future Religion has been intruſted have 
deen much accuſtomed to inculcate. 
Hence Superſtition, very abſurdly applied, 
A it did in many other particulars of the 
1 Jewiſh Law, ill underſtood that diſtineticn, 
wo Civil Laws, where the ſull meaning was 
Inſtant, and | ſhould be obvious; and 
Where, as far as there was any real dif. 
ference, ſo far were theſe Laws defeQive 
In their Compoſition. © 
a of Toleration therefore vil 


eye d., for any d | . 

Kelter and the pirit of this Sovereign, Law, 
Which does ſo much honour to human Na- 
| punk . W wh be the talk of him who 


Ge | n us, to prevent greater 

vils. And a8, NOT] friends of 
Soliton the Engliſh Clergy, ſeduced 2 | by 
A common error, were. not jk firſt, to give 
1. a cordiat reception, it ſeems incumbent 


8 
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[ 
t 
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on their Succeſlors, who were however 
amongſt. the firſt, to detect that commors 
error, to obliterate the memory of the old 
prejudices of their Order, by the. warmeſt 
patronage and ſupport, of what thour 
reaſon now ſo much approves, , 
Their friendly attachment to this Low 
will be | beſt, approved, by their confider+ 
ing it firſt in a ſpiritual viexu as doing ho+ 
nour to a Chriſtian Church z implying: con» 
bdence in the truth of its \confſtitutions 
and that it will receive no detriment by 
a compariſon with any other, how 
near or cloſe e my: * be as 
by it. 
And ſecondly, in an exchfaftical View 
as beſtowing benefit on the national C harch; 
it being a certain Maxim in politics that 


an efabliſhed Religion under aToleration, and 


a Je muſt, always go on enlarging its 
bounds; ſince the reſtraint which this 
latter Law impoſes, i is ſo little, that it is 
conſidered rather as a ſmall inconvenience 
than an injury; a burthen fo. light ; As. not 
to exaſperate, but barely to excite a dif. 

| poſition to its removal. 


Is 


262 I Diſcourſe concerning 
nn a word, that Ou uneiHöhere Tolera: 
kon is cordially received and zealouſly 


ſupported, may be truly called ev ax Oi 
cal: for if the Marl of Antichriſt be yer- 


sEcUTTo, the Seal of the living God and 


his Chrift mult needs be ToLER ATION, 
This, it may be obſeryed, wr de bo 
nour of the eſtabliſhed Clergy, is the pre 
ſent condition of things. If any ſtale par 
ticles of the 6/7 gan ſtill remain, they lie 
perfectly inactive. A new Start-up Sec, 
indeed, will be apt to put them into a 
temporary ferment: and, on ſuch an 
decaſion, they will be eager to N 
their evil nature. 
* "Thos, the firſt” appearance of "My. 
THODISM began to heat and irritate 
che miſtaken 'Zeal of ſome ill inftruQed 
men, againſt a new ſpecies of Fanaticiſm, 
which pretended to be of the Church, 
and y et elend) violated its Diſcipline; 
aiich to ſnelter itſelf under the 
peaceable cove r of- a legal Toleration 3 ; for 


| thele meti, in their hearts, were enemies 


to this L as fanatic Seets generally are . 


K. 


8 ; _ 


the Hob SeIRIT. | % 


5 who contend for religious Liberty, not be 
; BW cauſe they) would obey conſcience, but be- 
. cauſe they, an” pleaſe you, are the Advo- i 
; WM catesof Truth; Liberq as well as Dominion 
1dbdeing, in theix opinion, founded in GRACE, 
This, indeed, was a, trying Ogcaſion; 
: but, had thoſe over heated men conſidered 
. that the age provoked the. Public 
1 patience merely to procure. to themſelyes 
0 a muck perfecution z for to more, (as they, 
0 very well knew) it could, never amounts 
1 in a State where the 77 BE the natianal, 
"= 
e 


Religion, 5 7 1227 2 20 Aalen, 2nd 
the / 7 it, by 2: had they gohꝛnk 
dered this, I. Ay, they / would. have left 
theſe faQtious men to therpſelvgs4 1UCLVE 1 

5 Beſides, 2: füfer opportunity never 

1 ee itſelf, to do us credit. Had 

„ I tbe Clergy only appeared eaſy, with with :thoſe 

j who had qualified; them{lves to cliniza,.. 

N legal Tolerating, ee IK 

1 have been imputed.; Biber. impotentyin 

2 contending with it. Fut hy bearing pati 

Þ ently wes Methodiſm,. they,” nip ry 

f 10 the e, that che Toleration WAP | 


#64 A.Di feousſe* concerning 
had their hearts, as well as their obedience 


for this Se& profeſſed to be of the Charth, 


and yet, at the ſame time, dared to-jnfult 
its Diſcipline, and ſet its Governors at de- 


fiance; practices which no equitable in 


dulgence would ſcreen from Patilſhment, 
This was the time for the Clergy to vindi- 


| cate their character from the calumnies 


ef their enetoies; aud they wiſelylaid hold 
on it: So chat now they could be no 


ow, inhey ſuſpected of male volence to the Lau 


oleration, When in an instance, where 


by inſolent deffance, overlocked the be- 
haviour ofen Sek ef Phnatics; Ober Wuenm 
all Laws, divine and: hüman, Had given 
them juriſdiction: ob n ar eln 
But no-, if we. ſflew {burfetyes* thut 
zightly'2 difpoſed au: fav ef: the divine 
principle of 'Tdleration, Wkere che Law 
hath left offenders 4 
ment to the juſtice ot᷑ its Rulers, much rea- 
dier mall e be to ſuffer the honeſt de car, 
* „ for "the 


en joyment 


were free from its poWẽei they yet 
bans with dcktpes, \and; though-p 


Init ChivelGovern 


— 
pid 


eſtabliſhed this univerſal 


But it may fo happen, by the Cuſtom 
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neee 
it without trouble or control. 

When the Law of Tolration had: ans 
zit ſoon 
date, the Tre (for the formation of civil 
Syſtems do not always, like the caturel, 
begin at the right end) was now become 
more neceſſary, than ever, for the peace 
of the State, by ſecuring che — 
che national Church. For, by thiꝰ Law 
Sectaries were reſtrained from the 
of certain civil. offices, which. ſome: men 
have been pleaſed to call zatural Rig. 


or Conſtitution of Corporate alias, that the 
conditional reſtraint which the T im- 
poſes, ſhall, by accident; become a bene- 
fit or advantage; as- when a Sectarian 
member of a Corporation is appointed by 
his Body, to diſcharge a very important, 
though very « onerous Office; and yet not 

permitted by the State to enter on it, but 

on conditions which his princi- 

ples will not ſulfer kim to comply with, 

Aa For 


| 5 
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For it having been, a long time, the 
cuſtom for de Member, hen nomi. 
nated d this Office, 401 purchaſe, of 


the Body, un exemption, at à large price, 
bywyayof ſine; when this vame to be de- 
mänded of u diſſenting Member, he na- 
faralywepheds that iᷣt chuld not equitablj 
any but ſuch who Willinglyrdeclin- 
ad a permitted. office z certainly, not Thoſe 
hom the Lay had forbidden; by ſevere 
penalties, to enter open. it. But to this 


ſo plauſthle a plea, it was thought a ſuf- 


ds Ava himſelf um e 


br is beteſit or emolument ??“ 


ide queſtion therefore to RFA 


rns this," * Whether He Who rann ſerve 


des 1g Equdlly*dfio#fous to che fine, with 


; 


ait remains Uundetetmined. 


4137 7 i 


WW tin Who evill ver: and, 1 day, 


Nc [ humbly conceive, it .c can "never 
"de 11 htly reſolved, till the true nature of 
be r ST LAW be. ere ſettled: and 


wan 


W * 3 
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„ thauld receive Civil 


For a benefit defeats the end of the 
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when that i = done,, it will, 4 ange no 


longer continue queſtionable. 

Were this Law. Tſe! to Aeg. or to 
Fes | Diflenters the N ational 
Church, the — — of ſerving Civil 
Offices, was certainly intended for a 2U- 
NISHMENT,, If the Law were enadted only 
to keep them out of thoſe. Stations, in 
which, by hurting. the Church, they 
might violate «the peace of the $3 tate, It 
was as certainly intended for a RE- 
s rRA IN, only; and becomes a ganiſe- 
ment but by accident | Rs 
Now were it intended for a runtek- 
MENT, the Fine is moſt juſt and equitable: : 
And then the reaſoning of the Body againft 
the Member, „That the Eegiſlature,” by 
« this Law, never intended, the Diſſenter | 
beneßt ang advan. 


without its force: 


55 


© tage,” will not b 


But if the Teſt impoſe a 15 85 
only, and it become a punifbment but by 
accident, it may, without the lealt-evil i 11 


15 
flaence on the Lay ome a bene 
e N e benefit 1 ve 
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wiſe by accident. Nay, to hinder this 
fair Chance would be highly unjuſt, 
For if, from the inevitable condition of 


human affairs, Particulars receive damage 


by a Law which reſpects the General, 
and which never had ſuch damage in its in- 


tention, it is but fit they ſhould have the 


fame chance of a benefiz, tho? equally with- 
out the intention of the Legiſlature. 


Indeed, where the unprovided- for, or 


e Conſequence tends natur- 
ally to defeat the purpoſe of the Law, 
there the Interpreters of it will interpoſe, 
and declare, the advantage taken, to be 
againſt the Law; or, which amounts to 
the fame thing, to be unſupported by it. 
But an accidental bezefit, which ariſes from 
the refrain impoſed, ſeems better calcu- 
lated, to. effect the end of the 7% law, 


(Which is to keep the enemies of the Church 


from office in the State) than a damage, 
which might tempt them to violate their 
conſcience : The benefit is, indeed, liable 
© abuſe (and what is there in civil Inſtitu- 
tions which i 1s 1 but this abuſe does 


not 


later, turn upon Wenne; 8 
N | ba $6.34 446 
p „ - ©» Nor 
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not affect the purpoſe of the Law, ** 
is to keep SeQaries out of Office. V. 
here, to be juſt to all, let me a oc 
that the Diſſenters will not ſeem. to, be in 
the propereſt circumſtances to claim the 
advantage of the diſtinction here laid down 
in their favour, till they have a little re- 


formed their ideas of a Th . For, 
they have, I think, in order to throw the 


greater odium upon it, (ſuch as is the vi- 


olating of a law of Nature) generally 
repreſented the prohibition, which it im- 


poſes, as inflited for a Puri ment. Now 


ws have ſhewn, chat If our Law-givers i in- 
tended a Pin /ement, it defeats thei: Jay 


purpoſe, to connive at its 
accidental bein. I. only remark "hs | 


for the ſake of ,. a. general obſervation, 


that when Bodies of men, whether. civil 


or eccleſiaſtical, ſuffer themſelves to be. 


miſled by their paſſions and Prejudices, 
their intereſts or reſenjments, the errors, 
they fall into, will always, | Looney, or 


# 
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Now it appears, - both from Reaſon and 
Fact, that the TEST is à reftrifive, and 
not a penal, Law, in 15 rtl of 
tele en . 


11 . Ifa Law 945 b 
ſenſes, one of which, ſupports its equity, 
while the other manifeſts | its injuſtice, 
 Rgaſon diftates us to adopt the firſt. To 
fAril Secdaries, in order to bring them 
er o the national Religion is plainly 
3 ;- But to refrain $eftaries from 
- the national Religion is as plainly 
8 Tbereſore, though the intention 
the L. e had in this caie been 
ambiguous, yet the Law of a free People 
would admit of no other interpretation. 


. But the intention of the Legiſlature 
was not ambiguous: and the reaſon of the 


thing is ſuppor:ed by fact. When this Law 


ed, in the public Opinion, to be i in much 
danger both from Proteſtant and 'Popiſh 
SeQanies, In the early days of its eſta- 
bliſkqnent indeed, the Government had 
| res 1 endeavoured 


> \ 


was made, the national Church was deem- 


Re r 7 
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endeavoured to bring Both in o it; and 


many penal Laws were enacted for that 


purpoſe : But, at the time the Te# became 


a Law, that viſionary and unjuſt project 
had been long dropt; and Government 
was content to confine its care to the fre- 


tefion, rather than extenſion of the na- 
tional Church. Had this latter point 
been their aim, it was to be effected only _ 


by the vigorous execution of the old penal 


Laws then in being. The Te/ added no 
force to thoſe; but, on the contrary, great- 
ly relaxed their efficacy, by diſpoſing. 


Government to repoſe their chief con- 


fidence, and ſeek their only remedy for- 


diſorders, in this new made-law. 
From what hath been ſaid, may be ſeen. 
the ſtrength of that Objection made to the 


Te}t, as it is now inforced to affect the inter- 


eſts of proteſtant Diſſenters, viz. that its o- 


riginal and direct intention (a fact no one 


will deny) was to oppoſe to the machina- 
tions of Popery ; and that therefore, they 
being included only by accident, may very 
reaſonably be overlooked. But if the idea 
we have here given of the 7 %- Laxu be the 
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252 A Diſcourſe concerning 
true, it is apparent, that the general, the? 


not immediate purpoſe of the Legiſlature, 


in this Law, was to provide for the ſafety 
of the national Church, from what quarter 
ſoever the danger might ariſe. At one ſea- 
fon it might ſpring from Popery ; at another 
from Puritaniſm; but the various miſchiefs 


were to. be repelled, as they ſprung up, 
with equal vigilance and vigour. But let no 


one by this imagine, that a compariſon is 


here infinuated between Popery and Puri- 
taniſm. As Religions, they can no more he 


compared together, than a body irrecover- 


ably corrupted, with one but ſlightly taint- 
ed. Yet, with regard to the civil miſchiefs 
which religious differences occaſion, we have 
experienced, that the lighteſt matters often 


produce as great, as the moſt momentous: 
And che ſurplice and croſs in baptiſm have 
alienated fellow. Citizens againſt one ano- 


ther as fiercely as the tyrannic claim of a 
Supremacy, or the ſuperſtitious worſhip of 
dead men deified. 


Aubpow dren metitack hen faikiu | 
| behalfof the Diſſenters, their Civil and Reli- 

* rights, will bear to be reminded 
; | of 


— 


as 


— 
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of one thing, in their turn; neither to abuſe 
the Toleration themfelves, nor to ſupport o- 
thers in abuſing it. And the caſe I am about 


to give of One who, it is pretended, was 


thus ſupported, will, hope, excuſe this free- 
dom. It is indeed the eaſe of One who, with- 
out doing injury to our diſſenting Brethren, 


can never be reckoned in their number. 


The miſerable buffoon, of whom I would be 
underſtood to ſpeak, was ſuffered for near 


thirty years together to turn all RTI, 


and MoRAL1TY, into ridicule; once, and 
for ſome time twice a week, in a licenſed 


place of Devotion in the Capital of the 
Kingdom. A matter ſo much to the diſ- 
grace of Society, that They, on whom the 


ſcandal fell, thought proper to give out, 


that a vic arous proſecution of this Offender 


was directed to be commenced; but that 
when it was known, the body of Diſſenters 


took the alarm, as if the Law: of Toleration 


was in danger, fince this \mpoſtor acted un- 
der the common protection of a Licenſe 
from Hickss Eall. oO 

Yet, whoever hindered the proſecution 


could not but confeſs, that this was a very 


Aag vile 
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274 A Diſcourſe concerning 
vile abiſe of a moſt ſacred Law: They 
could not but apprehend that for an abuſed 
Law to ſcreen the Abuſer from puniſhment, 
was making Law to EXECUTE itſelf, in a 
very different ſenſe from what craft 
' Politi: ians have ſometimes projected. 
But the abuſe of Civil Laws, being of 
two kinds; one, of the Liberty they be. 
flow; the other, of the ręffraint they in. 
poſẽé; the Diſſenters had been poſſeſſed with 
ſuch a panic of the latter, that as, in their 
conceptions, Civil Laws muſt be abuſed 
one way or other, the abuſe of the liberty 
" they below was the leſſer evil of the two. 
But the hiftory of mankind may iuſtruct 
bk, us, that no Laws can continue longer in 
vigour, and ſo, in credit, than while both 
| Kings of ale are reſtrained or puniſhed 
as they ariſe. And what ſhould hinder 
this vindication of Civil Laws? The 
- Puniſhment of ei/her abuſe, indifferently, 
_ contributes to the ſuppreſſion of Goth; 
and fo holds the balance even. It is 
then that the Bopy-yoLIT1c becomes un - 
able to perform its natural functions, * 
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the ſeyeral branches of its combined Powers 
ceaſe, or remit to counteract one another. 
However the prevailing Syſtem i in mo- 
dern Politics hath been, to connive at 46- 
aſu, leſt the redreſs of them ſhould 
produce new abuſes; and this eſpecially in 
matters which concern Li BBRTT, of all 
human bleſſings the thing moſt ſubject to 
abuſe; as we have the miſerable advantage 
to experience in the preſent condition of it; 
both civil and religious; which good and 
wiſe men abhor the ſight of, and tremble 
for the iſſue; as well knowing that this ill⸗ 
judged connivance at particular abuſes will, 
in no long time, neceſſitate Government, | 
even to ſave itſelf from ruin, to provide 
ſome GENERAL LAw for the PREVENTION 
of abuſer; and then there will remain, to 
fill up the meaſure, only one abuſe more, to 
be put in practice, and 2hat the eaſieſt of all, 
whenever Miniſters may be ſo dif) ſpoſed ; 1 
mean, the abuſe of that general preventive : 
Law, to the deſtruction of Liberty itſelf; 
which Law, the Guardians of Liberty 
had, as their laſt effort, ſo improvident- 
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276 A Diſcourſe concerning 


ly and fo improperly comrived for its 


ſupport. 


But having ſaid ſo much in behalf of | 


the Law of Toleration, let me not be un- 
derſtood as if I could ſuppoſe, or would 


inſinuate, that this Law has altered the 
nature of the crime going under the name 
of Scuisu, which is an unneceſſary ſepa- 


ration from the national Church ; or, be- 
cauſe it has taken all civil puniſhment 
from Schiſmatics, that therefore Schiſn is 


become a harmleſs and an empty name: 


and that, the Law of Toleration, like the 
Law in favour of Wrrenzs, had diffipated 
only a frightful Fantom. It is true, that, 
in both Caſes, the Legiflature acted for 


che fame end, the reſtraint of injuſtice; 

but it was on very different principles; In 
the firſt caſe, they took off civil puniſh- | 
ment from 4a real crime, not cognizable 
by a human Judicatory: and, in the lat- 


ter, they removed an 2 


Statute Bock, which expreſſed a finguin- 
| r | 


A - Schifn, 
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 Schi/m, or a eauſeleſs ſeparation from the 
national Church, is a crime, which, on all 
the principles of Law and Reaſon, de- 


ſerves condign puniſhment. But, of this 


ſeparation, whether with or without cauſe, 


there is no adequate Judge, but that Power 
who. can diſtinguiſh between a well and an 


ill informed Conſcience. Very juſtly. there- 


fore did this Free Government remit the 


40 ueſtion to a wiſer Tribunal. But in ſo 


ing it did not mitigate, bat, by its indul- 


ould be found, hereafter, to exiſt, 


| $ch;/m therefore is no leſs a Crime 9557 


chat the Law conſigns its puniſhment to 


proper judicature, than it was when Civil 3 


Authority, .blindly and ineffeQually, in- 


terfered to vindicate the honour of Reli- 


* from this unhappy Scandal. 


Hicherto, we have been confilating 
what reputation accrues to the Church of 
England, from the eftabliſhment of this 
nefimable Law; and what N may 

<a ns 


ce, rather aggravate the Guile, wherevet | 
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further accrue 2 
of our Clergy, in its ſupport 
nu. What my Subject leads me to 


further will 50 more particularly: 404 
ed to theſe Miniſters of Religion. They 


quarters ; and inſulted both by the kttacks 
of INFIDELITY and FANATICISM. N 


Their defence therefore, i is indeed of ne- 
_ ceſlity to be as much diverſified; but Rill 
under the conduct, and with the ſole Arms, 
of Tuur x. For ĩt ĩs not the honour of a 
fantaſtic Sec of Phils 22 which We are in- 
truſted to ſupport; better committed to 
the care of thoſe who exerciſe the talents 


is it the credit of a traditional Orthodoxy, 


Which, ſome. of thoſe who are called Fx- 
TaHzRs of the Church, have, of old, de- 


abhorrent of refinement. and deceit, 


reaſon 40 ſuſpect, that the —__ Cler- 


are- ſurrounded with Enemies from various 


of its old Patrons, the Sornisrs; neither 


fended with the like arts and arms: But it 
is the ſimple GosyzL or Jesvs, equally 


I cannot, nor indeed have I any - juſt. 
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gy, will diſnonour ſo noble 3 Cauſe by. 


any premeditated fraud. Yet the moſt. 
Upright, in the heat of controveriy, 
provoked wy Perhaps alarmed at the 
extravagant powers which Libertines and 
Fanatics have reciprocally | aſcribed; -. to 

Reazan and. to Grace, have been 
but too ap t to kun into deſtructire ex- 
tremes, Aba g, and even annihilat- 
ing, ſometimes the One, and ſometimes the 
Other, as beſt ſerved the purpoſe they were 
then purſuing. Of which egregious ſol- 
ly, their adverſaries, w we. mut obſerve, 
have never failed to take adyant tage, by 
turning their own ill-faſhioned and worſe. 
fabricated Ams, _ againſt them: And 


this was eaſily done; ſince Revealed 


Religion derives its whole ſupport from the 
joint 27758 of theſe two Principles, Rea- 


4 and G 5 3 , ating on the buman Hay ny 7 
ua] ani 


with eq d unremited vigour. 


8814 


But to underſtand! more ſenbly * 


miſchiefs ariſing from ſuch ill judged de- 
fences of Religion, I ſhall ſet before the 
n Example of each of 


Tz 


re B b 2 thoſe 
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280 A Diſcourſe concerning 

thoſe ra Eure, of Which we ae now 
ſpeaking. From Whenee we may learn 
the uſe and necefſity of keeping within 
that equal EAN, which moſt effettü- 


ally ſerves to detect and G we the errors 
ONE OE: ee 


It hath ever been amongſt the D 
arts of Infidelity to make. the moſſ extrayax 
gant encomiums on RUMAN REA808& 
and, conſequently, to ;profels the 
regard and reverence for, what Unbeliey, 


Under this cover, by the pooreſt 

and hypocriſy imaginable, they are ale 
to batter and undermine Revelation. Bat 
| now, What expedient think you, did ſome 


warm defenders of it employ to they wok its | 


credit? You will naty ty ſay, they 


2 to moderate the Spas nt T 1 8 
utations of theſe falſe fri 44 5 0 


fon and natural Religion ; 85 marking 3 a 


che juſt bounds of the human Faculties, 


and ſhewing, how far Reaſon extends her 


JuriſdiQtion, and in what, ſhe herſelf pre- | 
aides, Submiſſion: by explaining how 


I © GA - neceſlary 


7 — 


ers are pleaſed to call, natura/ e 
Sr 


—— ÄQ . f 


One which does not i 


rr 


bra e Gurſe. They declaimed a- I 
gainſt human Reaſon; they Po anova it as 1 
ene Rar GNEDATICL il 
1 SEE. as TRE | 

Foul but. we i kl. 
and — war on.the — ground o 90 
7 that, it being confeſſed Eignet i 
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neceſſary a foundation natural Religion is 
to the Revealed; how it coincides; withiĩt, 
is compleated by it, and ſo anſeparably 
annexed to it, that nothing can burt the 
affect cha 
Other; there being 01 hjeftion/rwbich 
the Logic of 'miſapplied reaſon can bring 
againſt Revealed Religion, which does not 


hold at ee eee | 
{Natural Dos nid n r | 


—_ ac v0 Tay? Blah: This 
hdr Re Aa ! they took a 


. — to rely on e . 


ver truths unrevealed. Wee, t | 
ed 3 the Deiſts — len. 
Bb 3, , 


. Di ſtaurſe concerning 
of natural Religion was a Chimera, and 
what, under that name, they recom- 
mended to the adoration of their follow. 
ers, was an Impoſtor, made up of juſt ſo 
much of the zevealed as was of uſe to them 
ini combating the reſt. Finally, they ſaid, 
that all religious knowledge of the Deity, 
and of man's 3 to him, were . 
-niealed, and bad! traditionally 
down, (though - broken and eee 


Li 
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Accordingly a certain maſked: Buffoon 
—_— to turn oe" pat of this Pa- 
radox againſt them, in a. Diſcourſe 46- 
prove that Revelation uν 'x0?' founded'on 
2 and tempered his iron) with 
{o grave and ſal em an air, that many. 
good men miſtoole this arch - enemy of all 
todlineſi o be, at worſt, but an over - warm 

promoter of it. He had * 
attempt, tl the one, to do hunſelf 
wulf Aly a ie 4 
CARS and | ee to dis 
credit" ie cke Tnbre. 238 THis 8 : 


| 5 
8 2 2 25 Buy 
taken to ſhew that R 
nat ' founded i in argument, {c 
claimer aſſumes to prove that natural 22 
gion was not founded in commog Seſe for 
its exifignce, depending pu, the mera attri- 
butes of the Deity, his jufjce, And ge 
_ this broacher of the laſt; rumings of: che 
Firſt. Philo/ophy labours to ſhew that iaſlice 
and goodneſs belong not to him, whoſe ef- 
ſence 


284 af; Diſcourſe conterning 
evi/dom and poser only. Hence, for na- 
tural Religian, hei ſlurs in upon us, an ir. 
religious NATURADISME: And now! 

tion; being deprived of its foundation, a- 
tural Religion, and of ts beſt defence and 
ornament, humam Neaſan, lies a ſcorn to 
2 t geek Kr e and 


_ a 41 f 3 7 1 
4 


Ding, d We — oy 
ly ſeen them attempting to ſupport in good 
earneſt the wretched paradox which Mr, — 
had ſo Wmiſchievouſly advanced In Jeſt. 
And Jet one ſhould be utterly at, a 8 


ed in Nen er 
vous heart 11 al 
- riſque the e of its head- piece 905 
give the alarm to ſober piety; nd 2 
warm head diſdoſes, without fear or 
wit, the rancour of im boſom, to vilify 
derior Reaſon. 'Other: 


ber On Au 
ee 1873 Vs It 91 e "founded 
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22 


beſpatter 
| wile,” to. 


r % # - 
Wb 74 


the n \SPIRIT, ifs 


founded in Reafon' or iw-Faith, would "by 
ſeen juſt as wiſe a queſtion, as Whether 
St. Pauli Clock: won founded in Mechaniſm 
& is Motion ? Since, if it be found to 
have motion, we neceſſarily ' conclude that 
notion to be regulated by mechani/m: 80, 
if the vital principle of Chriſtianity bo 
Faith, we nocoeſſarily conclude it to be 
fuck u Faith,” as Was formed; and may 
be ſapported, on the rules and principles 
of human Reaſon. A wild Indian, per- 
haps, might imagine that the C/oct was 
animated by à Spirit; and an Enthuſiaſt; 
till wilder chan be, may; for ougbt T 
know, conclude: tat Chritianity riſes only 
ont of 11 uud. But ſurely none 
but a Zuſſoon or a Fanatic would, for his 
credit in jeſt, or for hisintereſtin good ears, 
neſt, diſcard the uſe of Reaſon in confult- 
Ing for his fue happineſs, when: he bas 
already found it fo. uſefull in! procuring 
his -pro/ene,”" Noth future and preſent ara 
D ger Oita 


ende; and this adaption,; I ſuppoſr. wall 
be contelled by all to be in the ſole . 
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of Raaſen. Nor has this heaven appointed 
juſt cauſe of com- 
plaint or jealouſy. When men ſte them. 
ſolves bewildered,” they ought to Laſpe& 
themſelves: and, 1 end on enquiry, 
Greding. Reſts het key nid bew 


ä been; directed by her. But the ;Paſhons 


F eee Ig -_ 3 2 
excite our Ae - vale N oe 
Again, theſe pace Re men, while 


| they were — the.commonchi: 


verſary, with theſe imaginaty advantages 


gained by the depreſſion of human reaſm 
—— be miſchieſs they were 


letting in, at the oppoſite et of eh 


Sitio and Fanaticifm. 2 | 
— Porr can only ſtand and fcutiſh'en 


5/52] 6 +», & 


| the foundation. of Saglicte faith 3.and th 
5 ſfervours of Ex rSzꝛs H ſoon iſe into 
| mudneſswhimanchequed by Regfen, Th 


Papiſt expects you ſhould renounce your 


* Underſtanding before) che will undertake 


44 OL: 133 ee 23 is 29 Biz " 20 


'S 


4 


the Hovy SPI r. 287 
ts reconcile! you to the Church of Rome : 

= indeed, when that'is over, be WI en 

courage you | to tale up as much of it 

in, as will ſerve you to j our 

. -The quarrel an Ae Fans: 
tic has to it is more ſeri6us.: He is ever 
feeling its 1 eſſects; and therefore his 
averſion to it is immortal. When Ton A- 
ius Lo roi was in the Meridian of 
his Fervours, ſome of the writitigs of E- 
RASMUS chanced to fall into his hands. 
He was at firſt ſeduced, by the charms of 
the compoſition, to look into them; -but 
finding they had, before he was aware, in- 
_—_ damped the inflammations of his 
Zeal; he caſt. them from him with ab- 
horrence and execration. The very ſame 
diſaſter, Mr. J. Waskzr informs us, 
once befell himſelf, in his converſe wilt 
the ſober followers of Era/mzs ; infomuch 
that he was ſoon forced, he tells us, to avoid 
them, as the bane of all Religion. 11 
avoid that ; bane of all Religion, the com- 

fam of good fort of men, as they are called, , 
tag inſenſibiy undermine all my reſolution, 


ang 
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288 .of Diſutſe woncervinng". 
and fleal away arb at little ors HE 
If this be true, though they feal but ral 
yetthey leave him poor indeed; as his quon- 
dam Matter ha lately obſerved. to a friend, 
% Your ſtrictures upon Meffieurs: of. the 
««_Foundery, and the Tabernacle, &c; are 
very juſt; | Theſe gentlemen; ſeem to 

. have no other bottom to ſtand upon but 
$ < that of Zx A (2)”. But againſt fo dan- 
1 gerous an Enemy as Sonn Sane, the 
= - Fanatic cannot be too carefully guarded, 
Il And therefore, he never thinks himſelf ſe- 
cure ſrom the miſchiefs of Nagſam, till ho 
has, with the ſame. hoarſe clamours that 
the metamorphoſed Clowns in the Fable; 
ued Latona and ber godlike Iſſue, 
driven away from the neighboyrhood of 
the Saints, both Reghar and her fair and 


celeſtial Offepring, NATURAL rie 105 
and BUMAN .. e 


(3) Journ, from Auguſt 12, e. to November 
1 1739. p- 31. 1 
(z) Mr. W. Law's cone of Letters ke. 


\ * ; 
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hibit to us every feature of Fanatieiſm in 
its turn, has, I fear, been kept ſolong on 
the Scene, as to tire out his Audience; 
he ſhall therefore be only once more 
ſhewn to teſtify, in a word or two, his 


- ' SF 


us, The Father of lies was the Father of 
EPR alſo: _ I obſerved, (ſays he) 


tage Satan had gained over us. Many 
15 Wu idle reaſoning And 
Many of our Siſters are ſhalcen. 

9 ä aregrievouſly torn by 
© reaſonings (3).? — His civilities to nA - 
TURAL RELic1on, and to that eminent 
Writer who has ſo well explained the 
nature of this firſt great 


r / IP 0» Wy WF Vo VE FW 


« French man of New Orleans (ſays Mr. 


(3) Journ. from Nor, I, 17396 to Sept. 3s 
2 Pe $, _ 17. 6 


Cc lar 


Mr. J. WasLeY, who is ready to ex- 


civilities to natural Reaſon and. natural. Re-\ | 
bgion. As to the firſt, he frankly, tells, 


every day more and more, the advan- 


| gift of God to 
Man, follow next: Meeting with a 


«  Welley) he gave us a full and 8 
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2060. 4 Diſourſe concerning 
«lar: account of the Chicaſawy : — And 


«4: hence e could not but remark What is 


«THE RELIGION: Of NATURE, Properly fo 
«+ called, on that Religion. which flows from 
« natural Rraſon, 'unaſſifted by Revelation? 
He then ſpeaks of their manners in War. 
Their way of living in Peace follows in 
thefe words, They do nothing but eat 
and drink and ſmoak from Morning 
„ üll Wight, and in a manner from Night 
till Morning. For they riſe at any 
4 hour of the night when they wake, and 
after eating and drinking as much as 
_ *they"can, go to ſleep again. See Tur 
% RELIGION OF-NATURE: {#uly-DELINE* 
„% .aTED(4).” What is moſt .curious-in 
this account is, that Mr. Weſley profeſſes 
to ſhew us what that Religion is which is 
properly called natunal, or that which-flaws 
from NATURAL REASON ate Hy. R- 
V.ELATION, and yet he here gives us, in its 
Read, only man's natural manners which 
(4) Journ. from his .embarking for Georgia to 
iz 0 p. 44555 + 


flow 
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Ray 


n Lo a capacity 


. the 8 Sean. 29¹ 


flaw folely from the paſſions and appetites ; 


in an example, where Reaſon may. be ra- 
of exiſtence 
than actually to exiſt, as being alike inert 


and void of power whether the Chicaſavs 
be waking or aſleep. of! 2245963 od 


As to Human LREARVI VO, If ho:20d- 


ous Mr. W. Law does not. aſſault this 
more rudely than his forward Pupil has in- 


ſulted Na T uRAL RELicion, yet he re- 
turns much oftener to the Charge. The 
lait Legacies, which this bountiful Gen- 
tleman hath beſtowed upon the Public, are 
A collection of Letters, &c. and Ain Addreſs 
to the Clerg y, &c. In theſe two Works the 
hapleſs Author of the Divine Legation, &c. 

is pointed at, on every occaſion of abiſe, and 


held up as the grand Apoſtate from Grace 
to Human Reaſon; and this chiefly, for de- 


nying (what indeed, I neither deny nor 


affirm, for I take it to be nonſenſe) That | 


« Divine Inſpiration is ESSENTIAL #0 


% Man's firfl created flate, and wainly 
„ thinking to find out a middle way, be- 
© tween this and no inſpiration at all, 


- — that the Spirit's ordinary influence 
Cca2a occaſionally 
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No the fruit of natural reaſon being 
buman Learning; (indeed, according to 
this account, more properly than men were 
aware of called propbane Lu on Was 
_ deſcants upon it. 
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1 occafjenally afhfts the faithfull (4). For 
is, and for ſome few s beſides, ſuch 
8 thirgs of Spinoziſm on his beloved Beh- 


meniſm, I have the kincur io be pleads 
fully, though ſpiritually railed at, whenever 


be fancies he ſees me in the retinue of nu- 


. MAN Le ARNING. 


He lays it down as a Poſtulatum „That 
ee whatever comes not 1MMEDIATELY 


from Gon can have nothing god} in it. 


« Therefore what comes 1MMEDIATE= 
« ry from Ser, ſuch as natural Rea- 


% fon, however outwardly coloured, can 


« have no better a nature within than the 


very Works of the Devil (5).” 


(4) See p. 12. wy 25 of the Aldreſs ts the Chee 


- 1 | (s) Ibid, p: 57 · 


Firſt 


4 
} 


to do with Religion. 
4 Kingdom be come, but where everyother- 


4 
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Firſt of all, he aſſures us, it has nothing 
Where can God's 


« power, but his, is at an end, and dri- 
« yen out? —— What now have Parts 
« and Literature and the natural Abili- 


ties of man to do here? juſt as much as 
4 they Gan do at the Reſurrection of the 
= denz; for all that is to be done here 
i* in nothing elſe. but Neſerrection and 
2 Lie. Vet vain. man would de 


«. thought to do ;/omething in this 4: 
1 dom of Grace-—— becauſe he. — 
« pened to be made a Scholar, has run 
all the Languages aud Hiſto- 
« ries,. has been long exerciſed in:copjec- 


& tures and criticiſms, and has his. head 


full of all notions, theological, . poetical, . 
4 and -phileſophical, as a Dictionary is 


. full of all ſort of words. Now / let this 


«. ſimple queſtion. decide the whole mat- 


4. ter here: Has this great Scholar any 


t more power of ſaying to this mountain, 
4. 200 thou. 3 . and caft into o the 


{ay 
i Fe » 


Seen Diſcourſe concerning = 
* Sea, than the illiterate Chriſtian hath (6).” 
To this reaſoning againſt 


- poſed? It is very 


* 0 


human Learning, 
in its uſe to Religion, what can be op- 
certain jit can neither 
raiſe the dead, nor remove Mountains, 
But human Learning is not only uſeleſs 


in Religion, but is of infinite miſchief. | 


For 1. It nouriſheth/yziDs. © The 


* piercing Critic may, and naturally 
will, grow in priab, 28 faſt as his 
4 ſkill in words diſcovers itſelf. And 


4 every kind of knowlege that ſhews the O- 


44 rator, the Diſputer, the Commentator, 
«© the Hiſtorian, his own powers and abi- 
„ ities, are the ſame temptation 

4 that Eye had from the ſerpent,” c. (7) 


to him 
2. 18 nouriſheth Contention.— Gram 


4 mar, Logic, and Criticiſar, each know- 
% eth nothing of 


Scripture but its words; 
«« bringeth forth nothing but its-ows ww 


2 dom of words, and a Religion of wrati- 


«« gle, hatred, and contention about the 
«© meaning of rate | 


(6) Addreſs, p, 96-7. (7) Lotion, p. 187. 
(3) Addreſe, F+ * , 1 
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3. It turneth Religion to a rad. 
Where /e/f, or the natural man is be- 
come great in. religious Learaing, there, 
the greater the Scholar, the more firmly 
1 will be be-fixedin their Religion, . 
God is their belly (g). 
; It is ale abomination of deſelation. — 
Genius and Learning entered into the: 
pale of the Church Behold, if 
« ever, the abomination of _ deſalation 
« ſanding i in the holy place. 
_« Chriſt has no where ſpoken. one ſingle 
* word, or given the leaſt power to L- 
« gic, Learning, or the natural powers of ' 
6 hn, IN His KINGDOM (10), By this, 
ve ſee that Chi . Kingdom may: be uſurped 
as well by Claſfc Learning as by, Chureb 
_ Diſcipline. It is certain, our, modern 
ideas of religious Liberty can confift with 
neither of them, for this Liberty claims an 
exemption both from Rr azon and On- 
DIENCE.., J. 
. chuſeth darkneſ+rather than { + "9 
+ But now, Who can more reject this di- 


(g) Ibid, p. 59+ © (20, Ibid, p. 114. 
| vine 


* to qualify Minifters for the 


2296, X Diſcoarſe concerning = 
= vine Vehe Ci. e. the Abr of the *. 


= reilluminated by the Be Jacob, as he 
& calls him] or mote * Chooſe dark. 


146 ned hen of it, than he who feeks 


e to have his mind enriched, the facul- 
« ties of his fallen foul cultivated, by 
n the literature of Poets, Orators, Philo- 


„ ſöphers, Sophiſts, Sceptics and Critics, 


ben and bred up in the worſhip and 
« praifes of Idol- Gods and GoddelF 


my 


6. Pina It is a wol eta Hen 


hs The practice 


n 


of all Churches for many ages, has had 


1 reeourſe to Burning, Art, and Cciente, 
of. 
'«« the Goſpel —— To this more than to 
any one other cauſe, is the Nerat Ahe 
1 zacy of all Chriſtendom to be attri- 
* buted. —— The death of all chat is good 


* jn the Soul, have now and always had 


4 their chief nouriſhment. and fupport 


ciency 


—— * 
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«ciency of literal accompliſhments —— 


« And the very life of Feſus'in the Soul i is 
« by few people leſs earneſtly deſired, or 
„more hard to be praQtiſed than by great 
« Hits, Claſfical-Critics, Lingeifts, Hiſffo- 
« rians, and Orators in holy orders (2). 
And again This empty letter-learn- 
« ed knowledge, which the natural man 
can as eaſily have of the Sacred Scripture 


* and human matters, as of any other 
* books or human affairs, this being ta- 
1 ken for divine inowlege has ſpread ſuch 


« darkneſs and. Tun all over Chriſten- 


dom as may be reckoned no leſs than a 
® cenERAL Aros r As x from the Goſpel- 


« ſtate of divine illumination ( 3). 20 We 


ſee by this, that the grand miſtake of ſcho- 


lars has hitherto been, in ſuppoſing, that 
the true ſenſe of Scripture is to be diſco- 
vered by the application of thoſe Princi- 


; ples which enables us to find out the mean- 
ing contained in other ancient Books. 


| (a) Letters, p. 37. (3) Addreſs p. 94+ 
Ang 
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| And n now che good. man having worked 
a up. his enthuſiaſm into a poetical ferment, 
| (for, as it has been ſaid, that a Poet i 
an Eathußa in zeſt, ſo," he ſhews us, that 


un Enthofiaſt may be a Poet in good ear- 
neſt) he adorns theſe. powerful reaſonings 


; Wich a firing of as beauteous Similes 3 in diſ- 


| eredit of human Learning. 5 

I. Its compared to the fallof mai, — 
Look (lays he} at the preſent ſtate of 
_ « Chriſtendom, glorying in the light « of 
er reel and roman Learning, and you will 
s {ee the all of the preſent Church from 
" © its firft Goſpel-Rate, to have much like- 
„ neſs to the fall of the firſt divine man, 
„ from the glory of paradifical 1 innocence, 
4 and heavenly purity, into an earthly ſtate 
| & and beftial life of worldly craft and ſer- 

pentine ſubtilty (4). . 
2. It is compared to the ola Serpent — 
4 at a poverty of ſenſe in ſuch, to ſet 
« themſelves down at the feet of a Maſter 
* Tully, and a * n who 


only 


4 theiladder of Poetic 
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« only differ from the meayeſt of all other” 
= corrupt men, as the teaching pl dif. 85 
7 fered from his fellow-animals, by be- 
« ing more /ybtle than all the beafts f the 
66 felu (5). Iii 
3. It is zmpared to the Tower of Ba- 
bil —— <A Tower of Babel may, to its 


1 ſeem to hide its bead 


© in ithe clouds, but as to its reaching of 

« Heaven, it is no nearer to- that than the 
« Rarth-on which it ſtands. It is thus 
4 with all the buildings of Man's wif. 
dom He may take the legic of Ri- 
4 ſtotle, add to that the-rhetoric of Tully, 
and then aſeend as high as he can on 
imagination, yet no 
more is done to thereviving the loſt life - 


of God in his Soul, than by a Toer 


« of Brick and —_— to oath I 
6 ven (6). “ Neun 3 
14. Again, . ee eee 
« What' Is it that moſt of all hinders the 
« danth f theold man? —— It is the fan- 
« cred: riches of Parts, the glitter of ge- 


(5) Ibid, p. 139-40. +(6)) Ibid, p. 104. 
8 2 niks, 
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112 


1 ming, the flights of imagination, the glo- 
« ry of Learning, and the ſelf-conceited 
o ſtrength of natural Reaſoh: Theſe are 


* the ffrong-holds of fallen Nature, the. 


« Maſter-builders of Pride: Temple, and 
« which, as ſo many Pricfs, keep up the 
« daily worſhip of Idol SIT (7). 

- But, now his poetical Enthafiaſm hes 
blazed itſelf out; and he comes again to 
himſelf, —We know how the lucid'inter- 
vals of Fanaticiſmare wont to be employed 


generally in covering the madneſs. of the 


bluſhing falſchoods of the C. 

From what hath paſt, raſh. Divines 
might be apt to charge this holy man, fo 
meek of Spirit, with Ern:bufiaſm,----with 
à brutal ſpite to Reaſon, --- and with more 
than Vandalic rage againſt human Learn- 
ing. But they wrong him greatly. 1. 
As to Exthufia/m, he ſays, “What an 
« argument would this be; Enthu/iafts 


- have made a bad uſe of the doftrine of 


17 wia. Pe 110, Ed 


1 


Het' fit with the moſt deliberate. ö. un 


* 
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c being led by the - ſpirit'of God; ergo, He 
« is Ethufraſtical' who preaches up the 
doctrine of being 2 the ſpirit of God. 
„Now abfurd as chis is, was any of my 
4 Accuſers, as high in genius,” as bulky 
« in Learning, as Coloſſus was in Stature, 
he would de at a loſs to bring a firong- 
er argument than this to prove me an 
4 Enthuſiaſt or an abetter of them (8). 
This is plainly unanſwerable, unleſs you 
you read, as his accuſer wrote it, for 
abo preaches up the doBirine—— wwho —_— | 
-the doetrine, 

2. Another Charge bye he) upon 
40 mes equally. falſe, — I may ſay, move 
« ſenſeleſs, is that I am a declared Enemy 
4 to the uſe.of Reafon in Religion And, 

Le why? Becauſe in all my · writings T 

e teach that Reaſon: is to be denied. Town 

-« jt, and this, becauſe Chriſt has ſaid, 

% Whoever auill come after ane, let him deny 
« himſelf. For how can a man deny him= 


* . WO denying his * _ 


0 Ibid. pe 31. 1 
D d e reaſon 
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4 reaſon be no part of himſelf (9)? Now 
I am at a loſs to know, How, any one 
can become an enemy to ather more de- 
.,Clared, than by denying or renouncing that 
other. Were I to deny my Sovereign, 
I ſhould be ſoon taught to know, that 
he conſidered me as his ..enemy, and 
would probably treat me accordingly, 
But Sovereign-Reaſon has no Attorney- 
.General, unleſs. perhaps, it be that Co- 
Yoſſus he ſpeaks of, and fo loudly defies.-— 
However if human Rea ſon can argue no bet- 
ter than Mr. Law, I am ready to deny her. 
too. But a Man's et, L have been taught, 
| has a two-fold acceptation ; his. Reaſon'may 
be called, himſelf, and ſo may his Paſſions, 
Af therefore he be commanded 1 dim 
himſelf, 1 ſhould conclude, it was not his 
better ſelf, his Rea/or, but the worſe, his 
5 o . ** . ene 
refers. 
g. "Then as o FIRES Learning, the 
Charge, he tells us, is as falſe and /enſel/i 
as tae reſt. — en me a Scholar 


* mia. p. 52. 


as 
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« 25 full of kearning as the Vatzean is of 
* Books, and he will be juſt as likely 
* to give all that he hath for the (he- 
« Pearl, as he would be, if he was as rich 
11 2» Creefus, LET NO-ONE HERE 1MA- 
a GINE I aM WRITING' AGAINST ALL: 
« HUMAN LITERATURE, arts, and ſtien- 
«6 cen, or that I 'wiſh,. the World to be 
6 without them. TI am no more an Enemy: 
10 to them, than to the common uſefult- 
« labours of life. It ii Iiteral Learning. Y 
© verbal contention, and critical flrife * 
« bout the things of God that l charge 
« with folly, and miſchief to Religion, 
« And, in this, I have all learned Chriſ. 
25 tendon, both Popiſh and Proteſtant, on 
* my fide; for they both a agree in char \ 
« inp den other,, with a a bad and falie 


* Gofcel ite becauſe of chat, which 4 
te their Learning, Logie, and criticiſm do 


«> for them (10% There are no ſuch pro- 
ficients' in fopbiftry' as the declared ene- 
n ee nor any 1 dextrou 


(0 . r 152. 5 F | 
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in legerdemain as the meereſt bungler 
in the mechanic Arts. —— He is not 
an Enemy, he tells us, to human litera. 
ture, but to Iiteral learning only: That 
is, he approves. of Learning contained 
in. Letters, but not of Letters contained 
in Learning. „The truth is, he, would 
willingly in this diftre6 take ſhelter, did he 
| know, how, even in the gracel/s company 
of Men of Tafe; who, like him, to hide 


their ignorance, are always ſcoffing at the 


E dedantry of literal learning and verbal cri- 
| riciſm, with the ſame good ſenſe that an Ar- 
 taficer would abuſe the Tools. he works 
With. Again, do Popiſo and Proto · 
teſtant Diſputers ever ſay to one another, 
You ſupport a bad. and. falſe Gaſpel by. Learn- 
ng, Logic, and. Critzci/m ? Do not their 
Feciprocal accuſations i of one another's 


Tors turn upon the wa nr f Learning, 


Logic, and Criticifn 2 Or was Mr, Lawz 
indeed, ſo ignorant as he pretends, when 


he ſuppoſes there are now fab Kinds 
of Learning; Logic, and Criticiſm, a 
Fopiſh and a Proteſtant; z inſtead of one, 
founded: 


* 


im wi 


21 1 00S 66K * o& & 
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ded an tet on Principles, held - 
by be both Parties 1 in common ? All that they 
charge on each other 1 Is 9 ol thels - 
Nuss Gples. . E10. $393 


But to at eva with this 


furious Behmeniſt— In all this ribaldry; . 


the only chance he has of miſleading illite- 
rate — weak Mortals, is is by the repeated 
infinuations, that all relig ious ; difſenſions- 3 
are owing to theſe 1 makers, Reaſon 
and Human Learning t that, in their abſe; NnCce, . 
there is a perfe&: accord 1 in Religion. But 
18 18 the fiction of Bards and Enthultats 5+ 
tho never fav, but in Pools or extatic 
Viſion, that t time when, - bas | 


T2443 


"My « Chriſtians and Jeu one heavy v. 
„ th kee n 12; LES) 

* And all me we World nas. 

A "ee. nd f 4 fo: Ne at XY | IM 


| Before. ae n . or e Pg 
quarrels of Dunces were as fierce as. 


thoſe of Wits. In Religion, the diſ- 


' D&3_ : ſenſions 
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nſions amongſt the irrational were as 151 


placable: as thoſe amongſt the Rational Se;.. 
And if, in theſe miſerable. conflicts, the 


wounds of the latter went deeper, it was. 
becauſe their force was: greater: and * 


weapons better. 124 


To conclude; When : & reflect on the 
wonderful infatuation of this ingenious: 
man, who: has ſpent a long life in hunting 
after,. and, with an incredible appetite, 


devouring the traſh dropt. from. every 


ſpecies of Myſticiſm,.it puts me in mind 
of what Travellers (1) tell us of a horrid 


Fanaticiſm in the Eaſt, where the Devotee - 


makes a ſolemn vow never to tafte an 


any 
food but. what has paſſed through the. en- 


trails of ſome impure or Savage, Animal. 
Hence their whole lives are paſſed (like 


Mr. Law's amongſt his Aſcetics) in Woods: 


and. Foreſts, far removed I the con. 


2 


N 00 Daene, 
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And now, to turn back* "again to our 
FxzETHINKER,, As profeſſed an Adorer 
as he would be tliought of his Soves 

reign Miſtreſs, RxAsOR, we ſhall 
that, like the Pagans of old, .when gat 
Gods proved unkind, he can, himſelf on: 
occaſion, treat his favourite Ivor with the: 


_ utmoſt ignominy and contempt; for as- 


one of the fret of this holy Brotherhood 


has confeſſed When Rea ſon is. | 
againſt; a Mam, dolby 1b a a 
vill be again Reaſon. 


They had ſo long boaſted Ku ert 
of this their favorite Idol; they had 19 
loudly trumpeted the virtue of her Orient 
beam in driving away*thoſe Fantoms cons 


jured up by Revelation in the dark Regi! 


ons of Superſtition, that the able and ſober 
Divine thought” it high time to check 


their impertinent triumphs; and ſhew the 


World on which fide Rx ASO had de · 
clared herſelf. In order to this, they in- 
forced and illuſtrated; (defecated from the 
droſs of the Schools) the invincible argu- 
ments of their Tredovellore 3 in ſupport: of 

| Revelation, 


az Re AS 
u aper der, namg. I. pig vie 
Marr... „ 
It muſt be conſeſſeq, that the unguarded 
manner. in carrying on theologie contro-- 
very bad fobjeRed+ir to mach; deſerved 
Fen{ure--. This, joingd ta the-fort of Learn 
defences of Religion, where: both the faſhi- 
gn and flandare {melt ſtrongly of . the bar- 
barqus form angþbaſe alloy of the Sengory, . 
Due them a large handle to run down all 
rr followed. .. Some paxts of Pore 
A i Bw tee jo. 
Se 2 i rd upon leu con- 
Hlfte: to they: took advantage of what 
yas Jaulty in igfelf, and of what appeared 
abertigent to chem, to ridicule the whole. 
Hence Fete Divinity — the whet- 
4 


ſtone 


. 
15. Roy SIR Ir. 


their 71 and tlie conſtant Butt of theix. 
malice, As the credit of Deiſm advan- 
ced, this cant grew familiar, and ſp read: 
itſelf into the Kahionable World. N or, 
could the divine genius of choſe 
Maſters of Reaſon, a Sorius, or an 
Erisco ius, a Hooxts, or a ni le 
ä LINGWORTH, when. once nick named Po- 
mic Di vines, hinder them from being 
enrolled amongſt Scor7/fs' and Themiſts ind 
the verieſt rabble of the Schoolmen, by 
ſome of the more ignorant or indiſcreet of 
all Parties. But what is moft to be la- 
| mented is nen we ſee a well "means. 
ing n f affected taſte and real 
Ignorance, go out of his depth, as welk 
- as out of his Profeſſion, t to exert his forall. 
talents of ridicule on the ſame ſubject, 
merely for the ſake of being in the faſhion, 
and, free from all malice as well as wit; 
treat Polemnical Divini'y (which, for alF the 
Kard name, is indeed nothing but a criti | 
tal examination of the doctrines of our 
Faith) as cavalierly as ever did Collins or 
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a a 8 85 
Their ADvERSARIEs = ſufficient pio 
vocation, and w were not without a plauſible; 
Pretence for their quarrel. with Folge Di. 
Toi Aae as em e in \ fupports 
N evela Zan 85 againſt the com-, 
mon Knee. or in defending. the. Goſpel 
ep n fe Ik Ne Ns 
provecetion; they, had, recgived-wa 
nat ſmall, 3 Ae Friends of Revelarign hays 
wg, a; Religion to defend e found, 
Won dhe Authority of a Divine. NMeſſen: 
get: ho appealed to Aracks performed, 
and ta Propbycers Folled,. They, 12 
the. maſt ſimple and natural methqd way, tg 
prove. the truth of this Religion, as, all 
ether human tranſactions arg proved by 
Bars: This was atlengrh;ſo.4 HP AYR 
pexforwed, thattheir Enem igs we ct forced g 
_ kavaregopiſyts Wee Deity Maa 4 
Nx, to undo the knot ang free them f oP 


Embarras. Her ower they had long 
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load of 3 A thine :npoſible 5 in 
"itſelf, as it contradidts. the eſtabliſhed or- 
der of Providence: a thing impoſlible un- 
der the Bible- repreſentation of it, as ſe- 
veral paſſages in that Book directly oppoſe 
our common notices of God's en 
Would you have us give credit to your font 
notions of Revelation, let us ſee you ſup- 
port it on our common- principles of Philo- 
ſophy, natural, dialectic, and metaphyſical. 
When you. have done this, we ſhill'beiſa- 
-tisfied, for on theſe-ptineiples only will 


RE ASON allow "as todihmit,” "'This was 


what they pretended to- expect; and Di- 
vines took them at their word, and im- 
-mediately entered upon, and ſoon com- 
leated a defence of Revelation, on this 
Kew presibed method of Proof. With 
What ſucceſs, their pitvaritatidn, of which 
I am going to ſpeaks amply evinces. For 
no 
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312 A Diſcourſe concerning 
no ſooner was that done which they had To 
Vainly repreſented as impoſſible, than they 
"changed their tone, and now attempted” to 
ridicule it as a very impertinent atchiey- 
ment. It is aſtoniſhing (fays the Goliah 
of their party) how Divines could take 
4 ſo much filly pains to eſtabliſh myſtery 
-*® Si metaphyfics, revelation on philoſo- 
= phy, and matters of fact on abſtratt 
ve Reafonbty: Religion; Tuch as the Chril- 
S007 which appeals! to facts, muſt be 
proved as all other facts that paſs for 


. proved. If they are thus 


4 proved, the Religion will prevail with- 
e out the aſſiſtance of fo much-profound 
4 Reaſonirit (2). ” This was what the learn- 
ed Divine got for his pains! not only to 
}have' his Compliance laughed at, but, 
-what is the common attendant-on Ridicule, 


to have it falſified;” Di viner, we ſee, are 


repreſented, as applying their metaphyſics, 


Philyaply and profound eee, 


13 
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aud Miracles. How groſs the,miſrepre:en- 
tation! They had more wit, they had 
more honeſty than to take that / pains. 
They employed their Philoſophy as be- 
came ſuch Maſters of Reaſon, not to matters 
of fact, but of right. Tt was .pretended 
that God could not give a Revelation; that 
he could not ſelect a Chaſen People ; that he 


could not accept a wicarious Attonement: 


And -againſt / theſe bold aſſertions, the 
Chriſtian-Divine directed all the force and 
evidence of true Philoſophy. With what 
ſucceſs, a better Poſterity ſhall tell with - 
gratitude. This is the /pite, I meant, 
which Unbelievers bear to that part of 
Polemic Divinity, which concerns the being 
and nature of Revelation. 3 
The plaufible pretence they had to ridi- 
cule and contemn the reſt, which is em- 
ployed in ſettling and adjuſting the various 
MODEs of Religion, is next to be conſider- 
ed. Theſe men holding the very e/ence-of 
Religion to be viſionary and fantaſtic, Jaugh- 
ed, and -naturally enough, to ſee ſuch. 
buſtle made about i its modes ; which, up- 
TP Ee on 
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on their ideas, was a diſpute, about - 
Nothing once removed. _ 

But now, to fee the Friends of: Revela- 
tion [diſpoſed to laugh wich them, and 
co ridicule either one or other of theſe parts 
ol Polemic Divinity, is not amongſt the leaſt 
of thoſe abſurd perverſities, in which 
N common life, at preſent, ſa much abounds. 
1 For is that which: makes our Hope not a- 
| | hhamed, and ſupports: the Faith which is 
; counted for - righteouſneſs, the natural, the 
 - reaſonable. object of a «Chriftian man 
contempt ? - But as this latter part is 
more generally known by . the . name 
of Polemic Divinity, and is the more 

- uſual topic of faſhionable ridicule, it 
may be proper to add a word or two on 
the extreme folly of imitating: the airs of 
our Adverſaries, on this occaſion. We 
have obſerved that the Freethinker was not 
_ without ſome excuſe in laughing at this 
part of religious Controverſy, ſince, on his 
ideas, it was diſputing about the modes of 
nom entity. Bat the — Divine 
ns | takes 
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takes his Faith for a Reality and therefore 
can never deem the modes of it to be indiffe- 


rent; but muſt hold, that, of the various 


opinions ariſing from thence, ſome may be 


uſeful and ſome hurtful to Society: So- 


that when, about theſe modes, Churches dif- 
fer, they become as reaſonably the ſubject. 
of ſerious enquiry, as any other-real entities- 
whatſoever; and have their importance in 


a juſt proportion to their good or bad influ- | 


ence on Truth and Virtue: In a word, Po- 


LEMIC DiviniTY is, in the fancy of a Li -· 


bertine, a ſquabble for preference between 
two Falſchoods; in which, there is 
room enough for ridicule; But on the 
Principles of a Believer, it is a conteſt 


between Truth and Falſehood; in which 
chere 13 nothing to be laughed at, we | 


much to be lamented. 


II. But there was never yet extrava- 


gance, either of Unbeliever or Fanatic, 


which the over zealous Advocate of Reli- 
— and ſober Piety hath not unhappily 
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oppoſed by a contrary, and frequently by 


as miſchievous, an extreme. 


We have ſeen how unwarily ſome of them 
have been drawn in to depreciate and to de- 
grade human Reaſon, when their Adverſa- 

ries had too extravagantly advanced it. 
They have at other times advanced it as 


extravagantly, when their Adverſaries were 


in an humour to vilify and diſgrace it. 
To underſtand what. I mean; we muft 
20 a little back in the hiſtory of Fanat- 
- 2ctum: And They, whom this matter great. 


I concerns, will need no other proof of 
the folly of ſuch conduct than what ariles 


from. the hiſtorical. detection f it. 


The RepemeTion of MaxRIxD by the 
death of Chriſt and the Sa cx II E of him- 


ſelf upon the Croſs, together with its con- 


| ſequent Doctrine of JUSTIFICATION Br. 
Fair. AL ox R, were the great Gofpel-Prin- 


ciples on which PrROTESTANTISM was 
founded, on the firſt general Separation from 


the Coureh of Rome :. by ſome, perhaps, .car- 


ried. 
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ried too far, in thei? zeal for ſetting it at a 
mortal diſtance from the Popiſh Doctrine of 
Merits; the Puritanic ſchiſm amongſt 
us being made on a pretence that the 
Church of England had not receeded far 
enough from Rome. However, as Goſpel- 
Principles, they were held to be the badge 
of true Proteſtantiſm by all: When the 
Paritans, firſt driven Bi Perſecution in- 
to Faction, and by Faction heated in to 
Enthuſiaſm, carried the doctrine of Juſfi- 
fication by Faith alone into a dangerous 
and impure Antinomianiſm. For it is 
of the very nature of Enthuſiaſm to ran, 
all its notions to extremes. The ipe- 
culation was ſoon after reduced to prac- 
tice, by means of that Roguery which 
always mixes itſelf with Enthuſiaſm, 
when once he Fanatic becomes en- 
gaged in Polities. The confuſions which 
enſued are well known: And no 
ſmall ſhare of them have been aſcribed 
to this impious abuſe of the doQrine of 
Juſt fication by Faith mr firſt, by. de- 
7 iy 3 preciating, 
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preciating MoRALITY, and. then by diſ⸗ 
penſing with it. ” 


A When the 1 3 W 


and had brought into credit thoſe. few. 
learned Divines whom the madneſs of the. 
preceeding times had driven into obſcurity, 


the Church of England, ſtill ſmarting wit. 
the wounds it had received from the abu/e. 


of the great Goſpel Principles of FaiTn,. 
very wiſely laboured to reſtore Mor AL Iv, 


the other eſſential part of the Chriftian. 


Syſtem, to its joint Rights, in the direction 


of the Faithfull. Hence, the encourage- 


ment the Church gave to thoſe noble Diſ- 


© courſes, which did ſuch credit to Re- 
 ligton, in the licentious times of Charles: 


the Second, compoſed by theſe learned and 
pious men, whom Zealots abuſed by the. 


nick-name of LaTiTupinarian Di- 
vines, But the reputation they acquired 


by ſo effectually ſupprefling theſerank Seeds 


of Fanaticiſm, made their Succeſſors ambiti- 


ous of ſharing with them in the ſame hon- 


ours: And men have ever a vain paſſion for | 
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improving upon thoſe who went before,” The 
Church was now triumphant: The Sec 


taries , were. humbled: ſometimes oppreſſ- 
ed; always regarded with an eye of jea- 
louſy and averſion: till. at length. this. 
Goſpel-principle of- Fr came.to. be. 
held by many. for. Fanaticalz .Aad. thoſe,. 
who underſtood its true Original, found, 
ſo much difficulty in adjuſting the diſtin& 
Rights of Gr ace: and Mor ATI Tv, that, 
by the time: this Century commenced, 
things were come to-ſuch a paſs, (Mona- 
vir r was advanced fohigh, and Farraudo 
frittered into nonſenſe} that a new definition 
of our Religion, in oppoſition toits Found.” 
ers, and unknown” to its early Followers; © 


was grown to be the faſhionable tenet of the | 


times: And” Chriſtianity, which till now 
had been underſtood as but co-eval with 
RE D]BßMriox, was henceforth to be e- 
ſteemed as old as the CREATION: an emi- 
nent Diving, having, in a public Dif- 
courſe, aſſerted, without. circumſtance or 
reſtriction „ that was & repub- 
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Feation of the Religion” of Nature. Thus, 


between the two oppoſite Parties of 
Divinies, © we were left without either 


natural or revealed Religion. The one, 
we ſee, denied the very being of the aτνẽ,t 
ral; and the other aſſured us that the - 


vealed was nothing = than that en 
n 


This Repu cation had; i in ' effi. 1 


talked of before, by many others of 


equal reputation: but being now explain- 
ed, and ready to be received as the eſta- 


bliſhed Syſtem, our Adverſaries began. to- 


think ĩt time to check ſo ridiculous a tri- 
umph; and to diſcredit Religion, which they. 


have always done with much ſucceſs, on the 
Principles of its Defenders... F on, Wa the : 


wanton Libertine,. 


TMs 


"IT che For to ſece 
* The ice hoiſt with his own Petar,” w 


And one of a5 Party, an Enemy, e- | 
qually determined, to Grate and Mora-- 


lity, 
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by compoſed that famous Book, intituled, . 
Chriftianity as Old as the Cr. ation, to decry 
all Revelation whatſoever,. on this very 
principle of a Republication; ſo unhappily 
_ conceived by modern Orthodoxy, as. the 
ſureſt way of 8 the 1 
of the Goſpel. 


The like. Advantage. (to. put * 
of a ſort together, for the better illuſtra- 
tion of the Subject) had, about the ſame 

time, been taken of our indiſeretions 

e and as the reaſon- 

ing of Tyndal was: directed io depreciate 

the Work of RevemeTion, fo the argu- 
ment of Collins was inforced to inſult the 
Character of.the;RenzeMER.. The gene- 
ral body of the PRoyH e cr1zs- which relate 
to Jeſus, were, for. certain great ends of 
Providence, ſo contsived as: to have a pri- 

mary accompliſhment in the events of the 

Moſaic Dif] penſation, and a. ſecondary and 

final completion in the birth and miniſtry 

and ſufferings of 7e/us the Mefiah. But the 
admirable contrivance of. divine Wiſdom, 
in Sing to thoſe Predictions a primary and 

a a. ſecondary. 
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a ſecondary accompliſhment, being either- 


ſoon forgotten 6r generally over-looked, it 
produced large ſwarms of fanciful and fa. 


natic Allegoriſts, who filled the Church 
with extravagant whimſies equally diſhon- 
_ eurable to Reaſon and Religion... A- 
midſt fo thick a cloud of nonſenſe, the- 
 bogical propriety as well as moral fitneſs of a 
fecondary ſenſe, in the Prophecies relating 


to Jeſus, being ſwallowed up and loſt, 


ſome bold and haſty men, ever leaſt quali- 


-fied to diſtinguifh between the uſe and the 
abuſe of a poſitive inſtitution, ventured to 


condemn all ſetcondury ſenſes, as irtation- 


al and fanatical; and finding but few - 
Prophecies which relate to the Mgss1au, 
in the primary, they were forced upon the 
deſperate expedient of holding, that the 


Jews, or other Enemies of Chriſtianity, had 


adulterated and corrupted the whole body 


of theſe Prophecies, as they ſtand at pre- 
ſent in our Bibles. But no ſooner had 
Mr. Collins got theſe raſh Men at this 
advantage, than he inſulted them with his 


— on Grounds and Reaſons of the 


7 _ Girifiion. 
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'Chriſtian. Religion: In which, he at- 


tempts to overthrow the Goſpel on theſe 


two principles. iſt. That (by the con- 
; feffion of his Adverſaries) a ſecondary ſenſe; 
of Prophecies is irrational and fanatical. 


And 2dly. That (that by the confeſſion. 
of all ſober men) the Jews had not corrupt- 
ed or adulterated their Bible. His con- 
cluſion is, that Chriftian Religion ſtands on 
no ſolid grounds or regſans; Jeſus not having, 
: as he pretended, been foretold under the Cha- 
racter of the Mx s8ran of the Jews. And 


here, let it be obſerved, that theſe Works of 


Tyndal and Collins, both riſing on the ad- 


vantage taken of our follies, are the two 


woſt artful and deſperate attacks on Reve- 


lation, that were ever made ſince the 
time of Ceſſus and Porphyry. 
I haveattempted to give a good Account 


of Mr. Collins“ Grounds and Reaſons of the 
Chriſtian Religion elſewhere (3), by con- 
futing his firſt Propoſition, on which the 
hole attack ſtands, and by ſhewing the lagi· 


68 Div. Legat. B. vi. & 55 6 0 


cal 
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cal propriety and moral fitneſs of SeConDa- 


kx ſenſes of Prophecy. I ſhall hereafter 
have occaſion to do equal juſtice to 


Mr. Tyndal' s' Chriſtianity as Old as the Cre- 
ation, For the only effectual anſwer to both, 
as Indeed to all others of che like kind (4). is 


— 


(4 The writings of Unbelievers nd with 


theſe attacks on Revelation, occafioned by the in- 
diſcretion of its Defenders. From amongſt many, 


L ſhall ſelect an inſlance or two, leaſt like'y to give 


offencc, The Advocates of the Church of 


Rome, to evade the charge of Idolatty, pretend 


that this crime conſiſts. in giving the worſhip 
due to the ſupreme God, to inferior Beings. 
To combat this ſubterfuge the excellent Pp, 
Srilling fleet attempted to prove, that the moſt oivil- 
ized Pagans, who are confeſſed to be Tdo!aters, did 
not give the honours due to the'firft Gauſe, to their 
inferior Gods; the firft Cauſe, as-he-pretends, being 


"hs worſhiped by them, as ſuch: Which thing, if true, 


would contradi& all that the Prophets and the A- 
poſtles ſay concerning the fate and condition of the 
Pagan World.---Again, The very learned Dr. Pri- 
deaux, to do honour to his Exiled Jews, adopts, 
from Hyde and a rabble of ly ing Orientaliſts, the idle 
fable of a Philoſophic Toroaſter, the ſubverter of 


10 


them by Dr. Prideaur. 


rhe HoLy SIT. 323 


to renounce all fancifull Syſtems, and to 


keep inviolate the great principles of the 


 Mojaic Law and the Goſpel of Feſur; Prin- 
<iples which diſcover themſelves, and in- 


deed obtrude themſelves upon us, on a 


carefull ſtudy of thoſs two. connetted 


Diſpenſations. 
But to go on with our ſubjeR, Tyndal | 
ee as old at the Creation. 
his terrible advantage taken of a Prin- 
ciple, become faſhionably orthodox, great- 
ly alarmed all ſerious men; and the feeble 
Anſwers given to it, on that Principle, 
were ſo little e that a com- 


| alete in Perſia; n ws 
more plaufible concluſion of Unbelievers, from the 


ſame fact; who pretend, that theſe Jews, ſo prone 
to tdotiwry before their Captivity, were inſtructed 
there, by this Zoroaſter, in a better Theology, which 


tave them juft notions of the Divine Nature, and, 


conſequeatly, of a Crime that, ever afterwards, * 


had in utter abhorrence · A concluſion puſhed w.th 


great advantage by Collins and Morgan on the ground 
thus prepared by Hyde, and further ſmoothed for 


PFs 5 mendahls 
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mendable effort was made, by ſame whoſe 


Stations ſupported them in the attempt, 


to bring back the fliglited Doctrine ef 


"REDEMPTION, and to reinſtate it in its 


ancient Credit. And à worthy B. of 
IL. was amongſt the firſt to repair the 


miſchief, which the miſtaken labours of his 
no leſs worthy Sucegſſor, had: unwittingly 
- occaſioned; So that, in a little time; we 
regained much of the ground that [had 


been loſt, and replacedithe national. Faith 


once again on its old Goſpel-foundation, ; 
in ſpite of the filly pains of a very equi- 


vocal Divine, Who publiſhed à Book in 

oppoſition to the returning Current, inti- 

tulecd The Seripture dhatrins of Redemption, 

„Which was to prove that in reality there 
Was no ſuch thing; when the old puritan 
Fanaticiſm revived, under the new mon 

of Methodi/m, - and, as it ſpread, p 

once more, (as far as the difference ——— 


woult allow) thoſe Goſpel Principles 5 


«their old abuſve extremes. 


* * 
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ef that middle way, in which Grace and 

Morality: are preſerved in their reſpefuve ' 
rights: an unhappy diſpoſition now appear-. 
ing in ſeveral Oppoſers of this Jate reviv- 
ed fanaticiſm, to return back to the old; 
Jatttudinarign-exceſſes; -- * | 

And now will come in (I Inga, not 
improperly) the Caution, for the ſake of 
which I have given this detailed account. 
of our former miſcurriages, de warn Us a 
gaiaſt a repetition of hm. 
For cheſe oppoſed do&rines 67 a "os 
DEMPTION and a REPUBLICATION are 
not matters ef ſo ſlight moment that ei- 
ther of them may be taken up, or laid 
down at pleafarez or juſt as we are preſſed, 
on the one hand, by Ndelity, on on ws 
7 other, by Fanatici/m, - 

The Dectiine of ReprnyrLon, is * 
ptimum mobile of the Goſpel Syſtem. 


To this che Church mult ſteadily adbere, 


let the form, againſt it, beat from what 
quarter it may. It is the firſt duty of che 
| Minifters.of Religion, to ſegure chis great 
— They may then, with ſafety, 
FF 2. and 
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and not with the leſs ſucceſs, puſh the Ene- 
mies of the Church, the Enemies of their 
Order, nay, even the Enemies of their 
own peculiar opinions, with all the force 
they are able; but ever, as we ſay, in 
ſubſerviency to-the everLasTING * 
rer, whoſe main Pillar is this Do&rine 
of Redemption. — How eſſential a 
part it is of the Goſpel-CEconomy, inter- 
| Preted by God's general Diſpenſation, 
revealed to mankind, of which, the. 
Goſpel Economy is the completion; 
and how agreeable it is to what the beſt. 
and moſt received Philoſophy teacheth ' 
us, concerning the relations between the 
Creature and the Creator, ſhall be con- 
5 at large in is, 1 Place 
Www. | 
What better ſuits che ets ſubjeft 
we are now upon, namely, the advantages 
given to the common Enemy by thoſe who, 
to get rid of ſome at difficulty, are apt 
to forſake their will be to ſhew | 


(s) Divine Leyton, Bok 1X, 
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the various and unthought of miſchiefs 
which ariſe from the folly of attempting 
to change the nature of the Goſpel· S “ 
nomy from a Redemption of Mankind to a 
Republication of the Religion of Nature. A 
folly, by which the hd Author of our 
Salvation becomes dionoured, and the 
Chriſtian- Faith expoſed to the en 
inſults of Libertines and Unbelievers. 
5 For Be une condders fes on'y in in 
the light of a Republiſher of the Law of 
Nature, can hardly entertain a higher opi- 
nion of the Saviour of the world than 
ſome have done of SocR ATE, whom 
Eraſmus eſteamed an object of devotion, 
and many a good Proteſtant has thought 
to be divinely inſpired, For was not So- 
crates, by his preaching up moral virtue, 
and by his dying to bear witneſs to the uni- 
ty pats the Godhead, made, to the Grecian 
People, land, by means of. their extend 
commerce of of hee) to the.re of Ended 
Eind, 2 25 and Righteouſneſs And 
what more was Jeſus? for, according to 
the A of this paganized Chriſtian- 


Ff 3 uy, 
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ity, his titles of Mess1an and Rzepzrmer 


are reduced to mere figurative and accom- 
madated terms. 


2. As this Theology degrades jeſus to 
be igang pr Pe pj ſo. 


itrenders his Religion obnoxious to the n. 
ſults of every dating Impoſtor. 
He was ſent, ſay theſe new Dede of 
the Church, to teach mankind the worſhip 
of the true God, EI RT 
righteouſneſs (6). 


„% This will be readily allowed, replies 
* an underſtanding Manon TAN: And 


„on this very principle, we hold, that 
aA had done his office; and 


(6) 4 . who wel os all 
ſubjects, and, on all, with equal judgment and capaci- 
w, perkaps, knew better what he was about than 
theſe Divines, when he went farther, and affirmed 
That Chriſtianity is not only no more than the Reli- 
gion of nature perfected, but that it could not 
| be any more, --"" Meere Religion revilce n'eſt meme, 
t of ne peuvoit tre, que cette Loi naturelle 


Per- 
* ſectiennbe.“ 8 
We mm 
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« mankind had again relapſed, into anti- 
4 chriſan Idolatry and Polytheiſm, as be- 
« fore into Pagan, God ſent our: Pao- 
* ff, who worked the like ſudden and 
* ſenſible | reformation. in the norTH- 
«© BAST, as your r did in the 
« NORTH-WEST.” LO 


And this reply. he makes 8 
princip les of. his AlL conax; which, (with | 
profeſſions of the higheſt veneration for 
the: character of Ixs us) denies. his pro- 
per Divinity, and at the ſame time, his 
death on the croſs. But why, it may 
be aſked, was this averſion to the Pas- 
$108 of One whom the Alcoran makes 
a Mortal? For this plain reaſon, Ma- 
bomet, who waited che refinement” of 
dur modern Accommodators, plainly faw = 
that the doctrine of Reveuyrion fol- 
lowed the pat, compleated the Stheme 
— 2 Mut out all his bold 
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M. Otter, an intelligent Frenchman of 


the Academy Royal of Inſcriptions, c. 
tells us of a conference he had with a learn- 
ed Perſian. The Muſſulman ſaid, They 
reverenced all our ſacred writings except 
thoſe of St. Paul ili reſpettent tous, 
excepte Saint Paul (). Why this exception ? 
On the Mahometan Principle that Chri/t:- 
anity is only a republication of the Religion of 
Nature: for St. Paul, is full of the doe 
trine of RxpERMHrrion; explains the Chriſ- 
tian Syſtem by it, and makes the whole 
— upon ä 

What now has our rational Republiſher 
to op ole. to this modeſt "RO fog If. 
{ maeliſm? 


aha a this}! „ Tbat Jeſus 
1 and his Apoſtles have every where inti - 
% mated, that the Goo is the laſt of 


God's Diſpenſations : on the terme of 
which our final doom is to be 


| 5 decided : ſo that all future Pretend- 


17 Veisse en Turque et en Perle, vol. i, 
b. 22. : 


« ers 
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„ers to the like Office and Charafter muſt 
© needs be eſteemed Impoſtors.” 
But here a Deisr would come in, to 
take advantage of our diſtreſs; for las we 
have faid more than once) it may be ob- 
ſerved alike of all theſe ſhifting defences on 
fanciful, and unfcriptural ſyſtems, that they 
only ſapply new arms to the various Ad- 
verſaries of ur Faith; a Dei, I tay, would 
be ready to reply, + That it is indeed true 
© that Jeſus hath declared his own Miſſion 
9 to be the 148: but that this is the 
« ſly contrivance of every pretended 
| * Meieager from Heaven,. In ceder-"t6 
© perpetuate his own Scheme, and to ob- 
4 viate the danger of an antiquated au- 
« thority. The Impoſtor, ManomaT._ 
« himſelf hath done it. He; who here d 
<. obtrudes his armed pretenſious upon us, 
8 hath ſecured the duration of his ſenſuat 
« | Religion by the very ſame expedient - 
« A thing, in his ideas, ſo: much f 
© courſe, that he did not even object to 
„ Ixsus's uſe of it, who employed it 


« before Him; and for no other Por. 


4 N 
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* tenſions to the like Character. On. * 
« the; contrary, He avowed... and. main- 1 
« rained. the general truth of the Nazar 1 
« ites Comiſſion... Nom (purſnes che a 
« 'Deilt)a- methed. employed by a cn F 


« * felled Impoſter is taken up with an ill 

1 grace by the defender of true Religion. 
© But I draw a farther-conſequence, R 
he) againſt the.GosP=1,, from this re- 

< preſentation af Chriſtianity... For if he 
ce * preaching of moral truth and;righteauſ- 
4 neſs were thewhale of Jas Charac-- 
* ter and Office, then his MiGan did not 
ic anſwer its end, the laſting reformation: - 
* of mankind, in the d edge of Gad, 
« and in the ractio of Virtue: {mee the- 
world ſoon fell back again into the ſtate - 


. A ab... > 5 


A from which Jzavs bad delivered it as * 
« appears from: the hiſtory of the times in 1 
* which /Mawoumer appeared; and the '&e 


| e ee be made of N e 
E 2 on an 3 1 * 


* . ” 
r 191 og Sn tu 
. + = 4 » „ „ 
* 
- 5 : 
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Thus ſubjected to the inſults and inju- 
tries of alt ſorts of Impoſtors, who ſet them- 
ſelves to delude the credulous, | either by 
inventing x. Revelations or by decry ing 

the op, do theſe: Republliſters expoſe 
the holy faith of ſesus: That faith Which, 


we are told, was founded on a rock, impreg- 


nable to the aſſaults of Men and Demons, 
to the ſophiſms of Inficelity,:and- the pref: 
tiges of Impoſture! And fo, indeed, it is, 
if we will take it as we find it, if we will re- 
ceive it as it came from above, if we will 
preſerve it pure and entire as ĩt was delivered 
to the Saints, under the idea of THE RR 
. DEMPTION OFT HE WORLD BT THE $ON-OF 
GOD, IN THE VOLUNTARY SACRIFICE OF 
HIMSELF: UPON THE CROSS. | 


This (8) ſecures the Charafierof of lesvs | 
from the inſults of falſe Pretenders ; and 
his N fron! ! Injuries of falſe: Rea- 
We "RY 


* $4.5; 


8) See Div. * Beck! ix. * ui kante 
mity of this Doctrine to right reaſon and the na- 
ture of things is evinced at | large, | 


For, 
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For, firſt of all, if -J=svs did, indeed, 


_ redeem Mankind, and reſtore them to their 


Loſt Inheritance; che ſcheme and p 
of Revelation is completed: which begint?* 


ing at the Larsz, naturally and aeceſſa- 
rily ends in the reſtoration and recovery of 


LIFE AND IMMORTALITY by the death 


and paſſion of our Lord. CarrsTIanity 


conſidered in this view. (and in this view on- 
ly, does Scx ir unk give it us to confider) 
ſoon detects all the artful protences of im- 
poſture; and ſecures its o honour by 


virtue of its very Eſſence: the great ſceue 


of Providence being now cloſed, in a full 


urpoſe. | 
_ Secondly, 1 *. did e ate 


mankind, then did he neither preach | nor 
die in vain: it not being in man's pow - 


er, with all his malice and perverſeneſs, 
to defeat or make void the great purpoſe 


of his Coming. For though one part of 


his Miffton was to inftrut the world in 


Mam (9) and Ef * it was ; 


. 00 1 Cor, i. — . 
* | in 


deen tre erg Ns rr AWTmMHOoOSTNs rk 


the HoLy 811 
in man's power to forget and negleR 3 yet, 
what is chiefly eſſential in his Charactet, 
and peculiar to his Office, the Sar2zfica- 
tion and Redemption of the World, man 
could not fruſtrate nor render ineſſectual: 
For it is not in his power to make that to 
be undone which: is once done and per- 


avorld, — — — 
For, befides what one might venture to 
affirm that, when the compariſon is fully and 
apartially ſcrutinized, the advantage will 
be found to he on the ſide of our Reli- 
gion; yet, fappoſing the Truths preached - 
by-Jesvs, and the Aſſiſtance given by the 
holy Se1nIT, had not much improved the 
general morals of mankind ; How does 
this tend to the difcredir of the Goſpel 


unleſs it can be ſhewn chat the Goſpel hath - 


TI” ra 


7 
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no natural tendeney to make men better. 
5 But this is ſo deſperate An undertaking, 
that, | believe, Infidelity will hardly be 
perſuaded to engage in it. Indeed the 
contrary is ſo true, that, (as I have ſnewyn 
elſewhere) when you lay together the ſtate 
of Pa An and CHRISTIAN Morals, one 
manifeſt and eſſential difference is found 
between them ;. which is this, That in the 
_ Gentile world, men often acted wrong 

' UPON PRINCIPLE ; in the Chriſtian, al- 
ways AGAINST peaxerriat). Now, not 
to inſiſt upon the neceſſary reſtraint this 
muſt needs be upon Vicez ĩt plainly demon- 


rates che NATURAL TEN DEMO of the 


Goſpel to make men virtuous: And, 
to draw them by a ſtronger attrac- 
tion, did not ſuit the genius of a ratio» 
- nal e whoſe 9 8 was. free A* 
gency. 

Jt the proper 3 to this e 
ariſes from the explanation given above. 
" Inſtruct the world in i ſdom and 
* was up the Jann: end 


(x) Div, Leg. 6-4, $2. 
4 | 


TC 


* 


of 


- I 


* 


eee 


common to every Revelation coming 
from God; This is peculiar to the Chri - 
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e Chris Miſſion: a 
mary, was to become its Sacro 
and Repemyrion; That muſt needs be 


ſtian: and this, as we have ſhewn, can- 


not poſſibly be eee e rendered in- 


effectual. 24 15 * 8% * ; N 3 "IT 13 1 op 


- TV Hen what hath been 


faid : As we ſfould not affect to pry into 
the nature of thoſe things which God hath. 


been pleaſed to withold from our ſearch, 
and to cover with the ſacred veił of My» 


ſtery; ſo neither ſhould we! reject a truth, 
expreſly delivered, becauſe we may not 
fully comprehend all the reaſos on which 
it ſtands, In a word, as we ſhould not 
venture to go on where the ſilence of | 
Seripture directs us to ſtop; ſo neither 
ſhould we preſume to ſtop where, wick 


: fo loud a W it e as to 80 
ON." 
N The ſum of all then is this: Ha 
bids as to keep a MEAN : The great Phi- 


loſopher informs us that Nav RE is not 
b Gg 2 able 
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able to keep it (t). What remains but thar 
| 3 ee eee eee 

ies (2). Nor will there de . | 
(when, in ſuch a temper, we apply to this 
Gaia of truth) of abufing its credit by 
| fanatical extremes; for, to fabliþs the 
* — . —-—„— 
| theodhyany he dhe! 59 ing car 

60 ef Deceivers, 1 
i 6) — teins apftn gf Bags | 
| 43) pat vg {3) Heb. * : 


1 
— a I HW - moe 
* 
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8 e inanimate read, irrational. 
72. 1 for, kiowledge r. the knowledge 
8 P.. of ut. for, Speesb r. Sprech of nr 

200 for, ſepticiſm r. ſcapticiſm | 


. for; fealings r. fle s 
E 1 no Hop a 74777 | 


260. 3. the foregoing line, to the word a 
- food in this, to be in a parentheſis 
1 for, dictates us r. date to us - 
3. for, to ober r. to another 
1. for,”. perfect r. perfetted . 

11. for, learning that, r. and _ 


| learning; and that 
1. * their TV; | Wit 
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